CDC
i

VLY

™

D
\

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report

Weekly

April 28, 2006 / Vol. 55 / No. 16

Workers’ Memorial Day, April 28, was established to
remember those workers who died or were injured on the
job. On average, nearly 16 workers in the United States
die each day from injuries sustained at work (1), and 134
die from work-related diseases (2). Daily, an estimated
11,700 private-sector workers have a nonfatal work-
related injury or illness, and more than half will require job
transfer, work restrictions, or time away from their jobs
as a result (3). More than 9,000 workers are treated in
emergency departments each day, and approximately 200
of these workers are hospitalized (4). In 2003, workers’
compensation costs for employers totaled $81 billion (5).

Workers Memorial Day also will commemorate the
35th anniversary of the creation of the National Institute
for Occupational Safety and Health within the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services and the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Administration within the
U.S. Department of Labor. Additional information about
workplace safety and health is available at http://
www.cdc.gov/niosh/homepage.html or telephone,
800-356-4674.
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CDC’s National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH) collects data on nonfatal occupational inju-
ries and illnesses through the National Electronic Injury Sur-
veillance System (NEISS), an emergency department
(ED)-based surveillance system. This report summarizes data
for 2003. The overall number and rate of occupational inju-
ries and illnesses did not change substantially during the 5-year
period since data were last reported in 1998 (7). In 2003,
age-, sex-, and diagnosis-related patterns of injury and illness
among workers treated in EDs (ED-treated injuries/illnesses)
were similar to those reported in 1998. To achieve substantial
decreases in these injuries and illnesses, prevention efforts must
focus on effective, targeted workplace-safety interventions for
diverse occupations.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
administers NEISS, a national stratified probability sample of
U.S. hospitals with 24-hour EDs that tracks product-
related injuries/illnesses that are not work related. In addi-
tion, CPSC collaborates with CDC to collect data for two
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