
SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE. Test results and duration of hospitalization for patients with 

clinically diagnosed botulism associated with consumption of home-canned cactus 

(nopales) — Fresno County, California, June 2024 

Patient * Latency† 
Serum test result, before 

receiving antitoxin LOS (days) § 

A¶ 1 day BoNT/A detected 25  

B¶ 1 day BoNT/A detected 42  

C  2 days BoNT/A detected 5 

D  1 day BoNT/A detected 5 

E  2 days Neg 3 

F   1 day  BoNT/A detected 3 

H 3 days Neg 2 

I 5 days  Neg 2 

Abbreviations: BoNT/A = botulinum neurotoxin, type A; LOS = length of hospital stay; Neg = 
negative test result 

 

* Two additional patients (G and J) were hospitalized, but botulism was excluded with 

physical examination and brief inpatient observation    

†Days from presumptive exposure until symptom onset 

§ Including intensive care unit, inpatient hospitalization, and rehabilitation facility 

¶ Intubated because of impending respiratory failure 

 


