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Wisconsin's program now has three primary goals: 1) Training for extension agents that 
improves the quality and timeliness of information they have on hand in county offices; 2) 
Epidemiologic Surveillance to increase understanding of health and hazards; and 3) Injury 
Control Intervention via an inspection and consultatjon program. The extension agent training 
is delivered through continuing and professional education sessions and is supplemented by a 
comprehensive resource guide in each county office. Each office also has an electronic mail 
information service linking agents with each other and with experts. These new features are 
intended to improve the technical content of informational exchanges between agents and their 
clients. The training improvements are being evaluated with a baseline and follow-up survey of 
agents that asks about their current activities, individual perceptions and needs in the farm 
health and safety area. Surveillance data will be collected from farmers on occupational injuries 
and illnesses in collaboration with the Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics Service. Surveillance 
projects are planned for traumatic injuries, chronic musculoskeletal disorders, and diseases 
associated with adverse agricultural chemical exposures. The surveys will be administered to a 
representative probability of Wisconsin farmers and will pay special attention to quantifying 
exposures to machinery and equipment and other injury, ergonomic and chemical hazards. 
Research in other injury control fields indicates that conventional safety training may be of 
limited or questionable effectiveness for improving subsequent injury and illness experience. We 
are planning a farm safety inspection and consultation intervention program that will focus 
attention on easily remedied, yet common and important farm hazards. The on-site intervention 
will collect inspection data on hazards and then inform and persuade individual farm operators 
to make lowcost, one-time changes that will permanently improve safety and health. We will 
test the effectiveness of the inspection and consultation program in reducing hazards with 
follow-up inspections and investigate the influence of material incentives. As incentives, the 
pilot will include insurance refunds for documented reductions in risk. Wisconsin extension 
agents have also developed and successfully conducted brief safety inspections using volunteers 
and youth in two counties. 
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DISCLAIMER 

Sponsorship of this Conference and these Papers and Proceedings by the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) does not constitute 
endorsement of the views expressed or recommendations for use of any commercial 
product, commodity, or service mentioned. The opinions and conclusions expressed 
in the papers and abstracts are those of the authors and not necessarily those of 
NIOSH. 

Recommendations are not to be considered as final statements of NIOSH policy or 
of any agency or individual who was involved. They are intended to be used in 
advancing the knowledge needed for improving worker safety and health. 

This document is in the Public Domain and may be freely copied or reprinted. Copies of 
this and other NIOSH documents are available from: 

Publication Dissemination, DSDTT 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 

4676 Columbia Parkway 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226 
FAX (513) 533-8573 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
National Technical Information Services 

Springfield, VA 22161 
NTIS PB 93-114890/$77.00 or A/06 

Superintendent of Documents 
U.S. Government Printing Office 

Washington, DC 20402 
GPO 017-033-00463-3 

DHHS (NIOSH) PUBLICATION NUMBER 92-105 

For information on other occupational safety and health problems, call: 
1-800-35-NIOSH 




