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BUILDING STATE-BASED AGRICULTURE SAFETY AND 
HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURES: A MODEL AGRICULTURE 

HEALTH PROMOTIONS SYSTEM PROGRAM 

By David L Hard, Ph.D., John Myers, Nancy Stout, Tun Pizatella 
NIOSH, DMsion of Safety Research, Morgantown, West Virginia 

Based on data from the National Traumatic Occupational Fatalities (NTOF) database 
maintained by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), Agriculture, 
Forestry, and Fishing is one of the most hazardous industrial divisions in the U.S. While only 2 
percent of the U.S. workers are employed in this sector, it has the fourth highest injury fatality 
rate (20.4 deaths/100,000 workers) in the U.S. Farming as an occupation has the second highest 
rate of work-related injury deaths (21.4/100,000 workers). In addition, during 1988 the 
agriculture industry ranked third among the 10 industrial sectors for occupational injury rates 
(10.4 injuries/100 workers). Because of the hazardous nature of agricultural employment, the 
NIOSH, Division of Safety Research (DSR), has instituted an intervention program with the 
goal of reducing the incidence of fatal and nonfatal traumatic injury, chronic injury, and 
occupational diseases among the 3.4 million agricultural workers in the U.S. This program, the 
Agricultural Health Promotion Systems (AHPS}, is administered through cooperative agree­
ments to Land-Grant Universities and the Cooperative Extension Service within the States. 
Through the ARPS, the land-grant universities will disseminate information and conduct 
programs to prevent illness and injury among agricultural workers and their families. Currently, 
15 states are conducting programs in this area for FY 1991, with eight more states to be added 
by FY 1992. Examples of some of the emphasis areas include, but are not limited to, youth 
training, bilingual work-site safety packets for farm workers, and programs targeted to older 
farmers. Also included are programs in forestry, logging and fishing. 
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DISCLAIMER 

Sponsorship of this Conference and these Papers and Proceedings by the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) does not constitute 
endorsement of the views expressed or recommendations for use of any commercial 
product, commodity, or service mentioned. The opinions and conclusions expressed 
in the papers and abstracts are those of the authors and not necessarily those of 
NIOSH. 

Recommendations are not to be considered as final statements of NIOSH policy or 
of any agency or individual who was involved. They are intended to be used in 
advancing the knowledge needed for improving worker safety and health. 

This document is in the Public Domain and may be freely copied or reprinted. Copies of 
this and other NIOSH documents are available from: 

Publication Dissemination, DSDTT 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 

4676 Columbia Parkway 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226 
FAX (513) 533-8573 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
National Technical Information Services 

Springfield, VA 22161 
NTIS PB 93-114890/$77.00 or A/06 

Superintendent of Documents 
U.S. Government Printing Office 

Washington, DC 20402 
GPO 017-033-00463-3 

DHHS (NIOSH) PUBLICATION NUMBER 92-105 

For information on other occupational safety and health problems, call: 
1-800-35-NIOSH 




