


Epidemiology—Silica & Asbestos

among ceramic workers that silicotics have a greater risk for
lung cancer than non-silicotics.? This could be due to a
higher quartz exposure, but a causal relationship between
the silicotic lesions and the cancer should be considered.
Fibrotic lesions in the lung might impair the pulmonary
clearance mechanisms for various carcinogenic substances,
and a high incidence of bronchial carcinoma has been
reported among individuals with various fibrotic lung
diseases without relationship to dust exposure.10
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