
IRDUSTRI.U. HYGIE~E WALK-THRODCll REPORT 

PLANI NA.'1E: Westex Talc Inc. Tumble Down Mountain Mines (~!ilwhite Talc Co., Inc.J 

LOCATION: Van Horn, Texas 

PUllPOSE: The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (~IOS!I) 
in cooperation with the Mining Enforcement and Safety Adwinistra­
tion (MESA) has undcn.:ay a preli~inary study of the t3lc ~ining and 
milling industry. As part of this study, ~IOSH is condu~ting 
walk-through surveys to ccmpile necessary data in effort to 
characterize talc composition. 

NIOSH PERSONMEL: Paul L. .Johnson 

PI.ART HISTORY A..-ff> PROCESS: 

The Vestex Talc Inc., Tumble Dovn Mountain (TD~) mines have been 
producing talc ore since 1970. All mines of Westex Talc Inc. 
are open-pit using bench quarry techniques. Primary access to 
aad fr~ the mines is by a S to 6 mile dirt roadway. 

There are 2 connecting mines presently opeTating at this 40 acre 
location. These are designated by the company as TDM light and 
'11111 dark. Both Bi.Des alternate their 3 employees as drivers. 
loaders, blasters and track drill operators. Mining operati0ns 
are conducted during an 8 to 10 hour day, 6 days per week. The 
ore, loaded onto Euclid trucks, is stockpil~d at the nearby mil!. 
Stockpiled ore hauled to the mill consist of 250 to 300 tons ?~r 
day. All ore to be milled is processed through the :!'lih:hite Cc:::;:iar.:: 
located in Yan Born. 

llEAl.111 HAZDDS: Include potaatially excessive dust exposures, 

Personnel records date back to 1971. They are complete including 
Social Security DUllbers and vorlt histories. There is a high turn­
over of ... l.oJees in all talc facilicies in the Texas area. 

1. ao.w..y. to ....... froa the mines should be vected down or graded on a 
rep1ar buts :a help ellDinate dust hazards. 

2. Respirator protectiaa shoal• be .aadacory for all employees working 
fa dusty area. 

I 



3. The ~illson number 80 or DCS, filter number R670 is not adequate for 
controlling talc dust particles. It is reconunended that NIOSH approved 
dust-respirators be ~sed in dusty areas. 

4. Equip~ent such as first-aid materials, hard hats, protective footwear, 
and s~fety glasses are mandatory {Section 57.15, Personal Protection, 
30 CFR, Chapter I, Mine Standards). 

5. A co~~unication system {telephone, CB radio, etc.) should be provided 
and ~air.~ained at the mines for emergency use. 




