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Mr. John Penderygrasas

Assletant Sccretary, Occupational Sufety
and Healch Adwlolastratlon

200 Conatitution Avenuce, N.W.

Washington, D.C, 20210

Dear Mr., Pendergraus:

AL youTr request, Che purpose of this lecter Is Co restate the
exieciog NIOSH definiticu for asbestos. As yOou are aware, a recent
{aternal NIOSH meworandum by Mr. Robert Clenn, Director of our
Division of Respiractory Discase Studies, has been interpreted by some
aa new NIOSH policy conceraning the definition of asbestos. To che
contrary, this amemorandum by Mr, Clenn docs not alter the NIOSH
definition of asbewtos as recowmmended for regulatory purposes. It
remains as stated In our Jume 21, 1984, testiwony at the OSHA Public
Hearing for rulemaking on a new asbestos standard:

"Asbestos 18 defined to be chrysotile, crocidolice, and fibrous
cunmingronlte~gruncrite including uwosite, fibrous tremolirce,
fibrous uctinolice, und fibrous anthophylite., Thue fibrousity of
the above minerals 1y ascertained on 4 microgceoplic level wich

fibers defiuoed to be parcicles with an aspect ratio of 3 to | ar
larger.”

There currencly 1a ingufficlent evidence documenting 4 health effect
frow exposure Lo nonfibrous cuwmmingronlte-grunerite lacluding
amosite, Ctrewolite, actinolice, asad anthophylite and thercfore che

nonfibrous forms of thuse winerals are excluded frow the NIQOSH
definicion for asbestos,

TAssalscant Surgeon
' Ulrector
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18. Abstract [Limit: 200 wards) This® testimony restated the definition currently in place at NIOSH feor
asbestos (1332214). Concern had arisen following the issuance of an IiInternal memorandum by
Mr. Robert Glenn who was director of the Division of Respiratory Disease Studies at NIOSH.
This memorandum did not change the position of NIOSH concerning the definition of asbestos as
it concerns regulatory purposes. The definition remained as follows. Asbestos is defined to
be chrysotile (12001295), crocidolite (12001284), and fibrous cummingtonite-grunerite
inecluding amosite (12172735), fibrous tremolite (14567738), fibrous actinolite (13768008}, and
fibrous anthophylite (17068789). The fibrosity of the above minerals is ascertained on a
microscopic level with fibers defined as being particles with an aspect ratio of 3 to 1 or
larger. At present the evidence documenting a health effect from exposure to nonfibrous
cumningtonite-grunerite including amosite, fibrous tremolite, fibrous actinolite, and fibrous
anthophylite was insufficient and therefore the nonfibrous forms of these minerals were
excluded from the asbestos definition. - - =~ e
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