
':::;11/ (p

NIDIiH
I'

il PB90-130048

Comments to DOL

'f)S90130048
:1 \\ \ 111\ 1\ 11111\\ \1111111\\1111\
\..... --

CJ:Mo1ENIS OF '!HE
NATIOOAL INS'ITIUIE RR OCXIJPATI~SAFElY AND HEAIlIH

ctI
'DIE CXX1JPATIOOAL SAFElY AND HEAInH AI:MINIS'IRATIOO" S

FlNAL RJI.E ctI <XXIJl'Wl'ICfiAL EXlUilIRE '10 ASBtSIOO,
~, ANIBJ.RrlILI'IE, AND ACl.'ItI:>L1TE

29 OR Parts 1910 aId 1926
Ia:ket No. 1H)33C

u.s. IEmRIMENl' OF BFAIIIB AND IDWi SERVI<::m
Public Health service

centers far OJsease Q:llb:ol
Natimal Institute far CkDlpatimal safety ani Health

00/17/86

--- ----
i

I
, REPRODUCED BY

I U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
'I NATIONAL TECHNICAL INFORMATION SERVICE
i SPRINGFIELD, VA. 22161 _

J--

I
/





\'.

NlaSM Comments to DOL

Kr. John P~nd~rgrGdU

AtltiidtAnt S.:cretl:lry, Occuput1oll~l $ufcty
tmd He~ilth Ad~oidtr~t1oQ

200 Conat1tut1on Avenue, N.W.
~auhington, D.C. 20210

At your r~quc~t, the purpo~e of thid l~ttcr is to retit~te the
~xiatiQg NIOSH definitioLl for ~db~dto~. Ad you are aware, ~ r~Ccnt

internal NIOSll meworanduw by Mr. Rob~rt Clenn, Director of our
Division of Respiratory Di~.::ad':: Studies, has b~en interpreted by SUCI~

ad new NIOSH policy conc~rn1n8 the definition of asbeatoe. To the
contrary, thi~ ~e~or~ndu~ by Hr. Clenn does not alter the NIOSH
def1n1tioQ of asbctitos as recowmended for regulatory pUrpodcs. It
rcma1na as :H<:ltcd 1n our June 21, 1984, tcstilllony at the OSHA Public
Hearing for rulemaking on a new asbeetoa standard:

RA~bcbtod i6 defined to be chryaotilc, crocidolitc, and f1broud
cummington1te-gruncr1te including awosite, fibrou6 trcwol1tc.
fibroud ~ct1n01ite, und fibrous ~nthophylitc. The flbroeity of
the above minerals is asc~rtained on a adcroscoplc level with
fibcrd ~cftned to be purticleu with an <:ldpect ratio of ) to 1 or
larger. R

There currently 10 lnduffici~Qt evidence documenting a health effeCt
frow cXDOdUre to aonflbrous cuwmlngtonite-gruaeric~ including
awositc:, tt~wollt~, ~ctlnollte, ~nd ~Qthophyllte and therefor!: th.::
noaflbrous forms ot ~h~~e ~nc:ral~ ~re excluded frow the NIOSH
definition for a6besto~•.,
If you h~v~ furthc:r
asbc:titos, ~lc3se do

4u~~tloni concern ng
nut hesitate .... (0
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