


PREFACE

The Hazard Evaluations and Technical Assistance Branch of NIOSH conducts field
investigations of possible health hazards in the workplace. These
investigations are conducted under the authority of Section 20(a)(6) of the
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, 29 U.S.C. 669(a)(6) which
authorizes the Secretary of Health and Human Services, following a written
request from any employer or authorized representative of employees, to -
determine whether any substance normally found in the place of employment has
potentially toxic effects in such concentrations as used or found.

The Hazard Evaluations and Technical Assistance Branch also provides, upon
request, medical, nursing, and industrial hygiene technical and consultative
assistance (TA) to Federal, state, and local agencies; labor; industry and
other groups or 1nd1v1duals to contrnT occupational health hazards and to

' prevent related trauma and disease.

Mention of company names or products does not constitute endorsement by the
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health.
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VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Employees should be trained to be aware of the potential hazards
associated with the chemicals they use. This information can be
obtained from product labels or from safety data sheets supplied by
the manufacturers.

2. A1l solvent containing materials, such as the "Quick Wash 104",
should be stored in closed containers and labeled to prevent misuse
and to minimize workroom contamination. Solvent rags should be
disposed of in an approved closed container (check with local fire
authorities).

3. Engineering controls in the form of exhaust ventilation should be
used to remove the solvent vapors from the offset printer room.
Relocation of the printer to a well ventilated area (with local
exhaust) is another option. Continued use of the printer without
ventilation is not recommended.

4. Since solvents can be absorbed through the skin and also cause
dermatitis, protective clothing such as impervious gloves and
aprons should be worn.

5. Half-mask, chemical respirators with organic vapor cartridges
should be used during actual cleaning operations.
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X. DISTRIBUTION AND AVAILABILITY OF REPORT

Copies of this report are currently available upon request from NIOSH,
Division of Standards Development and Technology Transfer, 4676 Columbia
Parkway, Cincinnati, Ohio 45226. After 90 days, the report will be



Page 6 - Health Hazard Evaluation Report No. 82-008

available through the National Technical Information Service (NTIS),
5285 Port Royal, Springfield, Virginia 22161. Information regarding
its availability through NTIS can be obtained from the NIOSH
Publications Office at the Cincinnati address. Copies of this report
have been sent to:

1. Arts Consortium
2. NIOSH, Region V
3. OSHA, Region V

For the purpose of informing affected employees, copies of this report
shall be posted by the employer in a prominent place accessible to the
employees for a period of 30 calendar days.
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