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Minority Health Social Vulnerability Index
The Minority Health Social Vulnerability Index (MH-SVI) is a set of county-level measures developed to support communities at highest risk for disproportionate adverse impact and poor outcomes during the COVID-19 pandemic. The MH-SVI incorporates the following six themes of vulnerability: socioeconomic status; household composition and disability; minority status and language; housing type and transportation; health care infrastructure and access; and medical vulnerability of communities.

MH-SVI Themes:
· Socioeconomic status theme: Percent of civilian population aged ≥16 years that is unemployed; Per capita income based on 2018 inflation-adjusted dollars; Percent of persons aged ≥25 years with no high school diploma; Percent of persons with incomes below the federal poverty level.
· Household composition and disability theme: Percent of civilian noninstitutionalized population with a disability (hearing, vision, cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, and independent living difficulty); Percent of persons aged ≤17 years; Percent of persons aged ≥65 years; Percent of single parent household with children aged <18 years.
· Minority status and language theme: Percent of persons who are: African American or Black; American Indian and Alaska Native; Asian; Hispanic or Latino/a; Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander; Some Other Race Alone; Estimated numbers of speakers of English less than "very well" who speak: Chinese; Korean; Russian; Spanish; or Vietnamese.
· Housing type and transportation theme: Percent of household crowding among occupied housing units; Percent of households with no vehicle available; Percent of housing in structures with 10 or more units; Percent of mobile homes; Percent of persons living in group quarters.
· Health care infrastructure and access theme: Number of hospitals per 100,000 population; Percent of persons without health insurance; Number of pharmacies per 100,000 population; Number of primary care physicians per 100,000 population; Number of urgent care clinics per 100,000 population.
· Medical vulnerability theme: Total number of adults aged ≥20 years with diagnosed diabetes; Percent of persons with no internet access; Total number of adults aged ≥20 years with obesity; Total number of cardiovascular disease deaths per 100,000 population; Age-standardized 2014 number of chronic respiratory diseases deaths per 100,000 population.

The information source for the first four themes is the ACS 2013-2018 database. The information sources for the last two themes are: Homeland Infrastructure Foundation Level Data Open; Health Resources and Services Administration Area Health Resource Files; Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation; US Diabetes Surveillance System, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Division of Diabetes Translation; and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Interactive Atlas of Heart Disease and Stroke. The data from these latter data sources are from dates between 2014-2018.

Sources of descriptions:
· https://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/minority-health-svi. Note: the “SVI Overview” section contains a comparison of 2018 SVI and 2018 MH-SVI.
· https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/svi/documentation/SVI_documentation_2018.html
· Saelee R, Chandra Murthy N, Patel Murthy B, Zell E, Shaw L, Gibbs-Scharf L, Harris L, Shaw KM. Minority Health Social Vulnerability Index and COVID-19 vaccination coverage - The United States, December 14, 2020-January 31, 2022. Vaccine. 2023 Mar 17;41(12):1943-1950. doi: 10.1016/j.vaccine.2023.02.022. Epub 2023 Feb 13. PMID: 36797098; PMCID: PMC9922574.
