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Preventing Excessive Alcohol Consumption: Regulation of Alcohol 
Outlet Density 

Task Force Finding 

Intervention Definition 
Alcohol outlet density regulation is defined as applying regulatory authority to reduce alcoholic beverage outlet density 
or to limit the increase of alcoholic beverage outlet density. Regulation is often implemented through licensing or zoning 
processes. An alcohol outlet is a place where alcohol may be legally sold for the buyer to drink there (on-premises 
outlets, such as bars or restaurants) or elsewhere (off-premises outlets, such as liquor stores). Density refers to the 
number of alcohol outlets in a given area. 

Task Force Finding (February 2007)* 
On the basis of the reviewed evidence, the Community Preventive Services Task Force found sufficient evidence of a 
positive association between outlet density and excessive alcohol consumption and related harms to recommend 
limiting alcohol outlet density through the use of regulatory authority (e.g., licensing and zoning) as a means of reducing 
or controlling excessive alcohol consumption and related harms. 

*From the following publication:
Task Force on Community Preventive Services. Recommendations for reducing excessive alcohol consumption and alcohol-related harms by
limiting alcohol outlet density. Am J Prev Med 2009;37(6):570-1.
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Disclaimer 
The findings and conclusions on this page are those of the Community Preventive Services Task Force and do not necessarily 
represent those of CDC. Task Force evidence-based recommendations are not mandates for compliance or spending. Instead, they 
provide information and options for decision makers and stakeholders to consider when determining which programs, services, and 
policies best meet the needs, preferences, available resources, and constraints of their constituents. 
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