
We conducted a systematic review of the scientific lit-
erature from 1966 to 2005 to determine whether animals
could provide early warning of a bioterrorism attack, serve
as markers for ongoing exposure risk, and amplify or prop-
agate a bioterrorism outbreak. We found evidence that, for
certain bioterrorism agents, pets, wildlife, or livestock could
provide early warning and that for other agents, humans
would likely manifest symptoms before illness could be
detected in animals. After an acute attack, active surveil-
lance of wild or domestic animal populations could help
identify many ongoing exposure risks. If certain bioterror-
ism agents found their way into animal populations, they
could spread widely through animal-to-animal transmission
and prove difficult to control. The public health infrastruc-
ture must look beyond passive surveillance of acute animal
disease events to build capacity for active surveillance and
intervention efforts to detect and control ongoing outbreaks
of disease in domestic and wild animal populations. 

Most priority bioterrorism agents are zoonotic in ori-
gin. As a result, an attack on human populations with

a bioterrorism agent would likely pose a health risk to ani-
mal populations in the target area; therefore, integrating
veterinary and human public health surveillance efforts is
essential. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), in planning for the early detection and manage-
ment of a biological terrorism attack, has recommended
the “prompt diagnosis of unusual or suspicious health
problems in animals,” as well as establishing “criteria for
investigating and evaluating suspicious clusters of human
and animal disease or injury and triggers for notifying law
enforcement of suspected acts of biological or chemical

terrorism” (1). Similarly, an indicator of a biological ter-
rorism attack would be “increased numbers of sick or dead
animals, often of different species. Some BW (biological
warfare) agents are capable of infecting/intoxicating a
wide range of hosts” (2). In part because of such recom-
mendations, calls have been made for enhanced veterinary
surveillance for outbreaks of animal disease caused by
bioterrorism agents and better communication between
animal health and human health professionals. For such
efforts to succeed, the relevance to human health of disease
events in animals must be established. The potential use of
animals as “sentinels” of a human bioterrorism attack can
be differentiated from the possibility of a direct attack on
animals of agricultural importance (agroterrorism) and is
the subject of this review. 

First, animals could provide an early warning to
humans if clinical signs could be detected before human
illness emerged or soon enough to allow preventive meas-
ures to be initiated. This early detection could occur
because an animal species had increased susceptibility to a
particular agent, because the disease caused by the agent
had a shorter incubation period, or because animals were
exposed sooner (or at more intense and continuous levels)
than the human population (2). The simultaneous appear-
ance of disease signs and symptoms in animals may con-
tribute to the more rapid identification of a biological
warfare agent that was producing nonspecific effects in
nearby persons. 

Second, if a released biological agent persists in the
environment (such as soil, water, or air), active surveil-
lance for sporadic illness in animals could help detect
ongoing exposure risks. Additionally, the geographic pat-
tern of sick or dead animals could indicate the persistence
of a biological threat (2). 

Finally, animal populations such as wild birds, com-
mercially shipped livestock, and animals involved in the
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local or international pet trade, could play a role in the
maintenance and spread of an epidemic attributable to an
intentional release of a biological agent. Detecting the
agent in such mobile populations could therefore signal the
ongoing spread of the agent and provide an opportunity for
interventions to prevent further spread. 

Previous reviews have discussed the implications of
bioterrorism attacks on human and animal health (3). Yet
these reviews did not examine the strength of evidence or
attempt to determine whether animals could be effective
sentinels for particular agents. 

We therefore reviewed the biomedical literature for evi-
dence that animals could fulfill the above criteria for sen-
tinel potential. We also hypothesized that large gaps in
knowledge exist in this area, including different levels of
evidence regarding specific agents and types of animals. 

Methods
We systematically searched the biomedical literature

from 1966 to 2005 for reports of adverse health events in
animals that were attributed to potential bioterrorism
agents. The CDC publication Biological and Chemical
Terrorism: Strategic Plan for Preparedness and Response
(1) contains a list of biological and chemical agents that
could be used in a terrorist attack. Infectious agents are
categorized as A, B, or C, depending on their risk to pub-
lic health. We searched the Medline database for reports of
animal exposure to these biological agents. As a further
check, we performed focused searches for individual
agents in the CAB Abstracts and Agricultural Online
Access (AGRICOLA) databases and also reviewed the
bibliographies of recent bioterrorism reviews to locate
additional sources.

Our search method used both the name of the agent and
the terms “animals, wild” “animals, domestic” and “ani-
mals, zoo.” For each agent, we searched for peer-reviewed
studies of infection in animal populations caused by a spe-
cific agent, as well as authoritative subject reviews. The
episodes of infection included both actual bioterrorism
events as well as naturally occurring epizootics. This
search process identified ≈6,000 potential citations,
including original journal articles, textbook chapters, and
reviews, which were manually culled for relevance to ani-
mal sentinel issues; this process resulted in ≈200 citations
available for final analysis. 

Studies that included data about relative incubation
periods and susceptibilities in animals were compared to
human data to determine whether evidence supported the
use of animals as early warning of bioterrorism agents. We
also included in this category reports of animals displaying
evidence of infection before nearby human populations
did. Data on human incubation periods and infective doses
for individual agents were obtained from standard refer-

ences on biological warfare and terrorism (4). Studies that
detected symptomatic infection or biomarkers of infection
for agents that persist in the environment were reviewed to
determine whether they supported the utility of animals for
ongoing exposure monitoring. Studies that demonstrated a
substantial degree of animal-to-animal or animal-to-
human transmission (with or without a vector) were con-
sidered to provide evidence that animals could propagate
an outbreak of infectious disease caused by a deliberately
released pathogen. 

Analysis of Evidence
Studies located in the above search were classified

according to agent, disease, species, and study method, and
these data were then entered into an online database of ani-
mals as sentinels of human environmental health hazards
(available from http://canarydatabase.org/) for further
analysis. For the purposes of this review, we created a tax-
onomy for evidence regarding animals of sentinels based
on existing evidence-based medicine taxonomies that pro-
vide guidelines for assigning levels of evidence based on
quality and consistency of scientific studies (5). We con-
sidered level 1 evidence studies to include experimental
studies, cohort studies, and systematic reviews of high-
quality studies with consistent findings. We classified
case-control studies and cross-sectional surveys of animals
as level 2 evidence. Evidence from professional consensus
statements, textbooks, and descriptive case reports was
classified as level 3 evidence. To arrive at an overall
strength of recommendation based on a body of evidence,
we used these levels of evidence to determine the overall
strength of the recommendation that animals could serve in
the 3 sentinel capacities of early warning signal, ongoing
exposure indicator, and potential propagator and spreader
of a bioterrorism agent.

Results
The Table displays the evidence found for animals serv-

ing in a sentinel capacity for specific agents or classes of
agents. 

Evidence That Animals Provide Early 
Warning of an Acute Bioterrorism Attack 

For a number of agents, this review found evidence that
animals might be affected before human populations. For
Bacillus anthracis, whether animals would have a shorter
incubation period in the event of an aerosol release was not
clear, since the incubation period in the 2001 mail attacks
was <4 days, while during the 1979 release of B. anthracis
from a Soviet military laboratory, human symptoms began
in 2 days, with death in as few as 6 days (6). At the same
time, while human cases in Sverdlovsk were concentrated
along the path of the prevailing wind <4 km from the lab-
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oratory, livestock, including sheep and cows, began dying
3 days after the release in 6 villages located along the path
of the aerosol at a distance <50 km downwind from the
facility. No human cases were reported in these villages.
Calculations of the airborne B. anthracis dosage at a town
where several sheep and a cow died indicate that the ani-
mals were exposed to a dose more than an order of magni-
tude lower than humans received near the weapons facility.
This finding suggests that sheep and cows are more sus-
ceptible than humans, although they could have also
remained outside in the path of the aerosol for a longer
period, which led to greater exposure (6). 

For Yersinia pestis, evidence from experimental inhala-
tion studies in cats indicates that the usual incubation peri-
od for symptoms of plague to develop after an inhalation
exposure may be shorter (1–2 days) than the presumed
incubation time for humans (1–6 days), which provides

evidence that symptoms develop in cats at the same time
as in humans, and thus may have some sentinel value. In
contrast to the findings for anthrax and plague, however,
we were unable to find evidence that animals could pro-
vide early warning of infection with airborne Francisella
tularensis. During a prolonged outbreak of pneumonic
tularemia in Scandinavia, for example, febrile illness
developed in a number of horses, a cow, and a pig, but
apparently not before the onset of disease in humans living
nearby (13).

For foodborne illnesses, including botulism, animals
would likely not manifest illness before humans if an
attack were directed at humans, since in a typical attack
scenario, food would be infected during the distribution
pathway before consumption by humans and not necessar-
ily allow for animal consumption before this. We did not
locate reports of animals becoming symptomatic with
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foodborne illness before the onset of human cases.
However, if the attack on the food supply were directed at
the animals themselves, they could potentially manifest
symptoms before humans who would consume the meat,
eggs, or dairy products (24). Attacks on water supplies
with agents such as Clostridium botulinum could put
humans at risk as well, although dilution and water treat-
ment would reduce the risk (37). An exception may be
Cryptosporidium spp., which have caused widespread out-
breaks through the water supply. Waterfowl die-offs from
type C and type E botulism have been well documented,
although these types are not well recognized as causes of
clinical C. botulinum poisoning in humans, but the fact that
primates are susceptible to type C makes C. botulinum poi-
soning a possibility. On the whole, however, an attack on
human populations with C. botulinum would probably not
be first detected in animals; the illness would have such a
short incubation period in humans that they would become
symptomatic at the same time as or before the animals. 

For alphaviruses, natural outbreaks have often appeared
in animal populations before they affected humans, for
example, eastern equine encephalitis virus often appears in
equines 2 weeks before humans become symptomatic (28).
Whether the same pattern would hold true during an attack
with an aerosol is not clear. For certain newer agents, such
as filoviruses and Nipah virus, current evidence is insuffi-
cient to state whether after a generalized release of an
aerosolized agent, animal infection would precede that in
humans. Studies in Africa have demonstrated that Ebola
virus outbreaks can be preceded by deaths in primates as
well as in other animal species such as duikers (type of
antelope) (17), but whether a generalized attack that used
Ebola virus in the United States would affect certain ani-
mal species first is unknown. 

For a number of agents, including Brucella spp.,
Coxiella burnetii, and hantavirus, infection in animals is
either asymptomatic or develops so slowly that recogniza-
ble human cases seem certain to precede animal cases if
the agents are released as an aerosol. Finally, the illnesses
caused by some agents appear to have shorter incubation
times in animals, for example, the 12-hour incubation peri-
od for Rift Valley fever in calves and lambs (23) compared
to the incubation period of several days in humans.

Evidence That Animals Could Be 
Markers for Ongoing Exposure Risk

After the acute release of a bioterrorist agent, public
health officials could be faced with the possibility of an
agent persisting in the environment. Anthrax spores can
survive for years in soil. Therefore, monitoring for spo-
radic cases in animal populations such as livestock could
indicate so-called exposure hot spots. Although dogs and
cats are less susceptible to B. anthracis than ruminants,

their proximity to humans and their contact with soil could
make them sentinels; for example, anthrax developed in a
Labrador retriever after the dog hunted in a freshly plowed
field (8). In the case of ongoing exposures to an agent that
has become established in an animal population, case
detection could be useful; this situation has been seen for
plague in cats (9). Similarly, agents like Brucella spp. and
C. burnetii, although they do not cause severe acute illness
in animals, could be detected by recognizing increased
rates of abortion among a variety of species. 

Aside from case detection, active surveillance with sur-
veys of animals may be useful; this surveillance may
require testing wildlife as well. Such testing could involve
antibody seroprevalence or use of polymerase chain reac-
tion techniques to detect antigen. Evidence about the use-
fulness of such an approach was inconsistent. During an
epidemic of pneumonic tularemia, attributable to contami-
nated hay, the etiologic agent, F. tularensis, can persist in
the environment; a serosurvey of asymptomatic livestock
(horses and cows) did not show evidence of exposure (13).
By contrast, in a more recent tularemia outbreak, serosur-
veys in the wildlife population did show antibodies in a
skunk and a rat that lived near persons who had become
infected after mowing fields (14). 

Evidence That Animals Could Propagate 
an Epidemic Caused by a Bioterrorism Agent 

A number of biological terrorism agents have little
potential for secondary spread in either animal or human
populations, including B. anthracis and C. botulinum. For
other agents, however, we found evidence that their intro-
duction into an animal population could cause an epizoot-
ic that would then place additional human populations at
risk. For example, studies of mosquitoes native to the
United States have demonstrated their potential to spread a
disease such as Rift Valley fever through livestock and
other animal populations (29), even though person-to-per-
son transmission does not occur. The results of animal sur-
veillance for Ebola virus in Africa found that ongoing
outbreaks in both primates and duikers suggest that the
virus may be able to propagate in a wildlife population
(17), however, this characteristic has not been demonstrat-
ed in US wildlife species. 

Agents such as C. burnetii and Brucella spp. spread
easily in animal populations through direct contact and can
then pose a wider risk to humans, even though human-to-
human transmission does not occur. Agents such as
alphaviruses that are prevalent in wild bird populations can
spread over a wide area in a short time (27). Experimental
studies have documented that viruses such as West Nile
virus can easily spread from animal to animal in bird pop-
ulations (36). 
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Discussion
For a number of biological terrorism agents, we found

evidence that animals could provide early warning of an
acute attack. For the agents for which we found evidence
of sentinel potential, a key factor was the relative exposure
risk of an animal compared to that of a nearby human pop-
ulation. However, in an actual event involving both
humans and animals, the fact that disease was detected
sooner in animals could be due to an interplay of a number
of factors, including local infrastructure of animal and
human health services, public awareness, and laboratory
capacity. For other agents, however, humans would
demonstrate symptoms at the same time as nearby animals
or before. Therefore, the strength of evidence regarding
animals serving as early indicators of an attack depends
strongly on the agent and species involved. For some
agents for which animals would not provide early warning,
however, animals could help detect pockets of ongoing
exposure risk. For the remainder of agents, evidence
regarding the value of animals as sentinels is insufficient at
this time.

Overall, according to our classification taxonomy, the
strength of the recommendation that animals could provide
early warning of an acute bioterrorism attack seems to be,
at best, “fair” because of the inconsistency of the evidence.
A somewhat more consistent level of evidence appeared to
support the recommendation that animals could be mark-
ers for ongoing exposure risk and also that animals could
play a strong role in propagating outbreaks caused by par-
ticular agents. At the same time, our ability to assess the
overall strength of evidence for such recommendations
was hampered by large gaps in current knowledge. 

These findings suggest the need for certain steps relat-
ed to preparedness for biological agent attacks. First,
improved communication is needed between animal health
and human health professionals, so that sentinel events
could be rapidly detected. Such improvement would mean
overcoming existing barriers to communication; a recent
survey found that physicians and veterinarians communi-
cate little about zoonotic issues (38). Also, an adequate
surveillance network should be developed to detect unusu-
al health events in animal populations. Data on usual
trends is missing for most animal species that could be
potential sentinels. Whether public health resources can be
committed to gathering such baseline data remains an open
question. 

Second, the results of this review indicate that active
surveillance of animal populations, including wildlife and
companion animals, could fill a critical need in the after-
math of an attack involving certain bioterrorism agents by
helping identify persistent sources of infection in the envi-
ronment. Third, better approaches for intervention are
needed to be able to stem the propagation and amplifica-

tion of an introduced biological warfare agent into a wild
or domestic animal population. The US experience with
West Nile virus reflects the difficulties of controlling an
emerging zoonotic threat as it spreads through animal pop-
ulations (39). 

Finally, the results of this review point out the need for
additional research to fill knowledge gaps about animals as
sentinels of human disease threats, including data on rela-
tive susceptibilities and exposure pathways for animal
species living near human populations. Concrete steps
could include establishment of surveillance veterinary
clinics in strategic areas with incentives for practitioners to
report unusual events. Another approach would be to make
greater use of electronic databases of animal diseases such
as those used by the Banfield Clinics, a nationwide chain
of veterinary practices. Similar efforts could be useful with
wildlife populations. 

Such steps would foster ongoing communication
between community practitioners and regional public and
private veterinary diagnostic laboratories to establish base-
line disease incidence trends and algorithms to identify
outbreaks. Common links or web-based interfaces should
be developed to integrate human and animal disease sur-
veillance information. Reporting systems for wildlife pro-
fessionals and the public should be created, and their use
should be encouraged to document unusual disease events
and die-offs. Another constructive step would be to
improve the capacity of existing veterinary rapid-response
teams, which exist in many states, to carry out active sur-
veillance with animal populations as well as to improve the
coordination of veterinary diagnostic laboratories. Again,
barriers to funding and cooperation between animal and
human health agencies need to be addressed. In the past,
these have hampered efforts to have a coordinated
approach to collection of animal surveillance data). In
addition, state-based efforts would need to be coordinated
on a regional and national scale. The growing awareness
that animal health and human health are inextricably
linked, however, makes cooperation between human and
animal health professionals imperative to strengthen the
evidence base that will allow for rational use of animal
data in public health decision-making. 

Acknowledgment
We thank Ron Romero for assistance with document

retrieval.

Funding for this project was provided by National Library of
Medicine Grant #1-G08-LM07881-01. Some of this material was
presented as a poster at the International Conference on Emerging
Infectious Diseases, March 2004, Atlanta, Georgia, USA. 

Dr Rabinowitz is associate professor of medicine at Yale
University School of Medicine and director of clinical services

Animals as Sentinels of Bioterrorism Agents

Emerging Infectious Diseases • www.cdc.gov/eid • Vol. 12, No. 4, April 2006 651



for the Yale Occupational and Environmental Medicine Program.
His research focuses on the use of animals as sentinels of human
environmental health hazards. 

References

1. Biological and chemical terrorism: strategic plan for preparedness
and response. Recommendations of the CDC Strategic Planning
Workgroup. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2000;49:1–14.

2. Cottrell TS, Morgan ER. Animal surveillance in NBC defensive oper-
ations. J R Army Med Corps. 2003;149:225–30.

3. Davis RG. The ABCs of bioterrorism for veterinarians, focusing on
Category A agents. J Am Vet Med Assoc. 2004;224:1084–95.

4. Kortepeter M, Eitzen E Jr, Mckee K Jr, editors. USAMRIID’s med-
ical management of biological casualties handbook. 4th ed. McLean
(VA): International Medical Publishing Inc; 2001.

5. Phillips B, Ball C, Sackett D, Badenoch D, Straus S, Haynes B, et al.
Levels of evidence and grades of recommendation. Oxford Centre for
Evidence Based Medicine; 2001 [cited 2005 Nov 28]. Available from
http://www.cebm.net/levels_of_evidence.asp#levels.

6. Meselson M, Guillemin J, Hugh-Jones M, Langmuir A, Popova I,
Shelokov A, et al. The Sverdlovsk anthrax outbreak of 1979.
Science.1994;266:1202–8.

7. Gleiser CA, Gochenour WS Jr, Ward MK. Pulmonary lesions in dogs
and pigs exposed to a cloud of anthrax spores. J Comp Pathol.
1968;78:445–8.

8. McGee ED, Fritz DL, Ezzell JW, Newcomb HL, Brown RJ, Jaax NK.
Anthrax in a dog. Vet Pathol. 1994;31:471–3.

9. Rust JH Jr, Cavanaugh DC, O’Shita R, Marshall JD Jr. The role of
domestic animals in the epidemiology of plague. I. Experimental
infection of dogs and cats. J Infect Dis. 1971;124:522–6.

10. Kilonzo BS, Mbise TJ, Makundi RH. Plague in Lushoto district,
Tanzania, 1980-1988. Trans R Soc Trop Med  Hyg. 1992;86:444-5.

11. Eidson M, Thilsted JP, Rollag OJ. Clinical, clinicopathologic, and
pathologic features of plague in cats: 119 cases (1977–1988). J Am
Vet Med Assoc.1991;199:1191–7.

12. Christie AB, Chen TH, Elberg SS. Plague in camels and goats: their
role in human epidemics. J  Infect Dis. 1980;141:724–6.

13. Dahlstrand S, Ringertz O, Zetterberg B. Airborne tularemia in
Sweden. Scandinavian J Infect Dis. 1971;3:7–16.

14. Feldman, KA, Enscore RE, Lathrop SR, Matyas BT, McGuill M,
Schriefer ME, et al. An outbreak of primary pneumonic tularemia on
Martha’s Vineyard. N Engl J Med. 2001;345:1601–6.

15. Avashia SB, Peterson JM, Lindley CM, Schriefer ME, Gage KL,
Cetron M, et al. First reported prairie dog-to-human tularemia trans-
mission, Texas, 2002. Emerg Infect Dis. 2004;10:483–6.

16. Arnon SS, Schechter R, Inglesby TV, Henderson DA, Bartlett JG,
Ascher MS, et al. Botulinum toxin as a biological weapon: medical
and public health management. JAMA. 2001;285:1059–70. Erratum
in: JAMA 2001;285:2081

17. Leroy EM, Rouquet P, Formenty P, Souquiere S, Kilbourne A,
Forment J, et al. Multiple Ebola virus transmission events and rapid
decline of central African wildlife. Science. 2004;303:387–90. 

18. Martinov SP, Neikov P, Popov GV. Experimental Q fever in sheep.
Eur J Epidemiol. 1989;5:428–31.

19. Clark RK, Jessup DA, Hird DW, Ruppanner R, Meyer ME. Serologic
survey of California wild hogs for antibodies against selected zoonot-
ic disease agents. J Am Vet Med Assoc. 1983;183:1248–51.

20. Scrimgeour EM, Al-Ismaily SI, Rolain JM, Al-Dhahry SH, El-
Khatim HS, Raoult D. Q fever in human and livestock populations in
Oman. Ann N Y Acad Sci. 2003;990:221–5.

21. McQuiston JH, Childs JE, Thompson HA. Q fever. J Am Vet Med
Assoc. 2002;221:796–9.

22. Kubuafor DK, Awumbila B, Akanmori BD. Seroprevalence of bru-
cellosis in cattle and humans in the Akwapim-South district of Ghana:
public health implications. Acta Trop. 2000;76:45-8.

23. Radostits OMG, Gay CC, Blood DC, Hinchcliff KW, editors.
Veterinary medicine: a textbook of the diseases of cattle, sheep, pigs,
goats and horses. 9th ed. London: Harcourt Publishers Ltd; 2000.

24. Cupp OS, Walker DE 2nd, Hillison J. Agroterrorism in the U.S.: key
security challenge for the 21st century. Biosecurity and Bioterrorism.
2004;2:97–105.

25. Arun S, Neubauer H, Gurel A, Ayyildiz G, Kuscu B, Yesidere T, et al.
Equine glanders in Turkey. Institute for Animal Pathology.
1999;144:255–8.

26. Greene CE. Infectious diseases of the dog and cat. 2nd ed.
Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders; 1998.

27. Howard JJ, Grayson MA, White DJ, Oliver J. Evidence for multiple
foci of eastern equine encephalitis virus (Togaviridae:Alphavirus) in
central New York State. J Med Entomol. 1996;33:421–32.

28. Olaleye OD, Tomori O, Schmitz H. Rift Valley fever in Nigeria:
infections in domestic animals. Rev Sci Tech. 1996;15:937–46.

29. Gargan TP 2nd, Clark GG, Dohm DJ, Turell MJ, Bailey CL. Vector
potential of selected North American mosquito species for Rift Valley
fever virus. Am J Trop Med Hyg. 1988;38:440–6.

30. Bunning M. Nipah virus outbreak in Malaysia, 1998–1999. Journal of
Swine Health Products. 2001;9:295–9.

31. Middleton DJ, Westbury HA, Morrissy CJ, van der Heide BM,
Russell GM, Braun MA, et al. Experimental Nipah virus infection in
pigs and cats. J Comp Pathol. 2002; 126:124–36.

32. Mills JN, Yates TL, Ksiazek TG, Peters CJ, Childs JE. Long-term
studies of Hantavirus reservoir populations in the southwestern
United States: rationale, potential, and methods. Emerg Infect Dis.
1999;5:95–101.

33. Traavik T, Sommer A, Mehl R, Berdal BP, Stavem K, Hunderi OH, et
al., Nephropathia epidemica in Norway: antigen and antibodies in
rodent reservoirs and antibodies in selected human populations. J
Hyg (Camb). 1984;93: 139–46. 

34. Mostashari F, Kulldorff M, Hartman JJ, Miller JR, Kulasekera V.
Dead bird clusters as an early warning system for West Nile virus
activity. Emerg Infect Dis. 2003;9:641–6.

35. Komar O, Robbins MB, Klenk K, Blitvich BJ, Marlenee NL,
Burkhalter KL, et al. West Nile virus transmission in resident birds,
Dominican Republic. Emerg Infect Dis. 2003;9:1299–302.

36. Komar N, Langevin S, Hinten S, Nemeth N, Edwards E, Hettler D, et
al. Experimental infection of North American birds with the New
York 1999 strain of West Nile virus. Emerg Infect Dis.
2003;9:311–22.

37. Jernigan JA, Stephen DS, Ashford DA, Omenaca C, Topiel MS,
Galbraith M, et al. Bioterrorism-related inhalational anthrax: the first
10 cases reported in the United States. Emerg Infect Dis.
2001;7:933–44.

38. Grant S, Olsen CW. Preventing zoonotic diseases in immunocompro-
mised persons: the role of physicians and veterinarians. Emerg Infect
Dis. 1999;5:159–63.

39. Dauphin G, Zientara S, Zeller H, Murgue B. West Nile: worldwide
current situation in animals and humans. Comp Immunol Microbiol
Infect Dis. 2004;27:343–55.

Address for correspondence: Peter Rabinowitz, Yale University School of
Medicine, 135 College St, 3rd Floor, New Haven, CT, USA; fax: 203-
785-7391; email: peter.rabinowitz@yale.edu

RESEARCH

652 Emerging Infectious Diseases • www.cdc.gov/eid • Vol. 12, No. 4, April 2006




