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Importation

From August 1 Onward: Required Documents for
Bringing a Dog into the United States

The documents on this website are specific to the importation of dogs under CDC’s updated dog and cat regulation,
effective August 1, 2024. All suspension rules remain in effect through July 31, 2024. If your dog is entering the United
States before August 1, 2024, you must follow the rules of the temporary suspension. Please find relevant information
(and use the DogBot) at What Your Dog Needs to Enter the United States. On August 1, the new requirements become
effective.

The documents required depend upon where your dog has been vaccinated for rabies, and what countries they have been in
during the six months before traveling to the United States.

Required documents for dogs with a current rabies vaccination administered
in the United States that have been in a high-risk country for dog rabies
within the 6 months before entry:

CDC Dog Import Form receipt
The CDC Dog Import Form will be accessible beginning July 15, 2024. Check back at that time for travel occurring on
or after August 1, 2024.

Certification of U.S.-issued Rabies Vaccination form
The Certification of U.S.-issued Rabies Vaccination form must be completed by a U.S.-accredited veterinarian before
the dog leaves the United States. U.S.-accredited veterinarians can access the form and its instructions at Veterinary
Export Health Certification System (VEHCS) Help Page

Instructions for veterinarians are available here: Instructions to complete the Certification of U.S.-issued Rabies
Vaccination Form [PDF – 4 pages].

Option for dogs that departed the United States before August 1, 2024: U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)-endorsed
export health certificate that that documents the dog’s age (at least 6 months), microchip number, and valid rabies
vaccination administered in the United States.

This document can be shown instead of the Certification of U.S.-issued Rabies Vaccination form if the dog left the
U.S. before August 1, 2024.

The rabies vaccination must be valid (not expired) on the date of return or the form will be invalid.

Required documents for dogs that departed the United States and have been
only in dog rabies-free or low-risk countries during the 6 months before
entry:

CDC Dog Import Form receipt
The CDC Dog Import Form will be accessible beginning July 15, 2024. Check back at that time for travel occurring on
or after August 1, 2024.

AND one of the following:

Certification of U.S.-issued Rabies Vaccination form
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The Certification of U.S.-issued Rabies Vaccination form must be completed by a U.S.-accredited veterinarian before
the dog leaves the Unites States. U.S.-accredited veterinarians can access the form and its instructions at Veterinary
Export Health Certification System (VEHCS) Help Page

Instructions for veterinarians are available here: Instructions to complete the Certification of U.S.-issued Rabies
Vaccination Form [PDF – 4 pages].

OR

USDA-endorsed export health certificate that documents the dog’s age (at least 6 months) and microchip number, and
lists the destination as the dog rabies-free or low-risk country from which the dog is returning.

Required forms for dogs that have been in a country at high-risk for dog
rabies within the 6 months before entry (and do not have Certification of
U.S.-Issued Rabies Vaccination form)

CDC Dog Import Form receipt
The CDC Dog Import Form will be accessible beginning July 15, 2024. Check back at that time for travel occurring on
or after August 1, 2024.

Certification of Foreign Rabies Vaccination and Microchip form
Certification of Foreign Rabies Vaccination and Microchip form [PDF – 2 pages]

Instructions to complete the Certification of Foreign Rabies Vaccination and Microchip form [PDF – 2 pages]

Confirmation of reservation at CDC-registered Animal Care Facility
For information on CDC-registered animal facilities, see: CDC-registered animal care facilities.

Optional, in addition to above forms, to avoid 28-day quarantine at a CDC-registered animal care
facility:

Rabies serology titer from a CDC-approved laboratory
For information on CDC-approved laboratories, see: Approved Rabies Serology Laboratories for Testing Dogs.
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Required documents for dogs that have been ONLY in countries that are dog
rabies-free or low-risk during the 6 months before entry (and do not have
Certification of U.S.-Issued Rabies Vaccination form or USDA export health
certificate)

Option 1:
CDC Dog Import Form receipt

The CDC Dog Import Form will be accessible beginning July 15, 2024. Check back at that time for travel occurring on
or after August 1, 2024.

Certification of Dog Arriving from DMRVV-free or Low-Risk Country into the United States form

Certification of Dog Arriving from DMRVV-free or Low-Risk Country into the United States form [PDF – 2 pages]

Instructions to complete the Certification of Dog Arriving from DRMVV-free or Low-Risk Country into the United
States form [PDF – 2 pages]

Veterinary records (including microchip number) for the previous 6 months
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Or

Option 2:
CDC Dog Import Form receipt
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The CDC Dog Import Form will be accessible beginning July 15, 2024. Check back at that time for travel occurring on
or after August 1, 2024.

Certification of Foreign Rabies Vaccination and Microchip form

Certification of Foreign Rabies Vaccination and Microchip form [PDF – 2 pages]

Instructions to complete the Certification of Foreign Rabies Vaccination and Microchip form [PDF – 2 pages]

Valid rabies serology titer OR veterinary records (including microchip number) for the previous 6 months
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Or

Option 3:
CDC Dog Import Form receipt

The CDC Dog Import Form will be accessible beginning July 15, 2024. Check back at that time for travel occurring on
or after August 1, 2024.

Foreign export certificate endorsed by official veterinarian (includes dog’s age and microchip number
Contact your local veterinarian in the country of export for assistance obtaining this form.

Veterinary records (including microchip number) for the previous 6 months
Last Reviewed: May 8, 2024
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