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AGENDA

Influenza

Nancy Cox, PhD

Former Director, National Influenza Division in the National Center for Immunization and Respiratory
Diseases, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Gao Fu, PhD

Former Director-General, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Keiji Fukuda, PhD

Former Assistant Director General for Health Security at the World Health Organization

Birth Defects

RJ Berry, MD, MPHTM

Former Epidemiologist, Birth Defects and Genetic Disease Branch, National Center for Environmental Health,
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Li Zhu, MD, MPH

Former Medical Epidemiologist and Professor of Epidemiology, Peking University Health Science Center
(PUHSC), former Director of PUHSC Institute of Reproductive and Child Health

Scott Montgomery

Director of the Food Fortification Initiative

Chinese Field Epidemiology Training Program (CFETP)

Zeng Guang, MPH

Former Chief Epidemiologist, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention
Founder, Chinese Field Epidemiology Training Program

Robert Fontaine, MD

Senior Advisor for the Division of Global Health Protection

Wang Yu, MD, PhD

Former Director General, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention




Moderators

Susan K. Laird, Moderator
Patrick Chong, Co-moderator
Ifie Okwuje, Co-moderator

Welcoming Remarks

Rochelle P. Walensky MD, MPH

Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Administrator, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

Rochelle P.Walensky served as Chief of the Division of Infectious Diseases at Massachusetts General Hospital from
2017-2020 and a professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School from 2012-2020. She served on the frontline of the
COVID-19 pandemic and conducted research on strategies to reach and deliver vaccines to underserved communities. She
is recognized internationally for her work to improve HIV screening and care in South Africa and nationally for promoting
health policy and informing clinical trial design and evaluation in a variety of health settings.
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SHEN Hongbing, PhD

Director General of Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention
Deputy Director of National Administration of Disease Control and Prevention of China
Academician of Chinese Academy of Engineering

Prof. Shen Hongbing has over 30 years of epidemiological research on cancer epidemiology, prevention and treatment
strategies for high-risk populations, birth cohort, and health and medical big data sciences, Prof. Shen has made
remarkable contributions to enhancing cancer prediction and precision prevention. He holds the PhD in epidemiology
from Shanghai Medical University and finished a senior visiting scholar at University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer
Center, US.
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Speakers: Influenza

Nancy Cox, PhD

Former Director, National Influenza Division in the National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, CDC

Dr. Cox was the Director of the Influenza Division at CDC and Director of CDC's World Health Organization (WHO) Collab-
orating Center for Surveillance, Epidemiology and Control of Influenza from 2006 through the end of 2014. She served
frequently as a WHO temporary advisor for influenza vaccine virus selection and has worked with WHO to expand and
improve WHO's Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System. Dr. Cox is the recipient of numerous awards, including
recognition by Time magazine as one of the “Time 100: The People Who Shape our World”in 2006 and CDC's Life Time
Achievement Award in 2014.
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Gao Fu, PhD

Former Director-General, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Dr. Gao is the former director-general of China CDC (2017-2022) and former vice-president of National Science Foundation
of China. He is a member (academician) of Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), holds international members at the

U.S. National Academy of Sciences (NAS), the U.K. Royal Society (RS) and the the German National Academy of Sciences
Leopoldina. He is a professor at Institute of Microbiology, CAS. He pioneered the COVID-19 research, including virus
discovery, vaccine and therapeutic monoclonal antibody development etc. Gao is a recipient of several international and
national awards, including TWAS Medical Prize, Nikkei Asian Prize (Japan), the Gamaleya Medal (Russia), HKU Centennial
Distinguished Chinese Scholar and the Qiu Shi Outstanding Scientist.
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Keiji Fukuda, PhD

Former Assistant Director General for Health Security at the World Health Organization

Dr. Keiji Fukuda retired in 2021 as Director of the School of Public Health at The University of Hong Kong. Previously, he was
Assistant Director General for Health Security at the World Health Organization (WHO), Director of the WHO Global Influenza
Programme and Epidemiology Chief of the Influenza Branch at CDC. He led WHO's response to the 2009 H1N1 influenza
pandemic and other emerging disease outbreaks and WHO's successful effort to have antimicrobial resistance discussed at
the United Nations in 2016. He currently is a trustee of the China Medical Board.
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Speakers: Birth Defects

RJ Berry, MD, MPHTM

Former U.S. Project Director, Beijing China

Dr. Berry began working at CDC in 1981 as an EIS officer in the Birth Defects Branch, Center for Environmental Health at the
beginning of CDC’s involvement with the prevention of neural tube defects with maternal use of periconceptional folic acid.
His first visit to China in 1986 was to teach the use of computers in epidemiology at Beijing Medical University during a WHO
Risk Approach Workshop. From 1991 to 1996, he was US Project Director living in Beijing with his family including 4 sons. In
1994, the Chinese government awarded him the Friendship Award.
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Li Zhu, MD, MPH

Medical Epidemiologist and Professor of Epidemiology, Peking University Health Science Center (PUHSC), former Director
of PUHSC Institute of Reproductive and Child Health

Dr. Li was a Medical Epidemiologist and a Professor at Peking University Health Science Center (PUHSC). He was the Director
of the PUHSC Institute of Reproductive and Child Health, Director of the Ministry of Health Key Laboratory of Reproductive
and Child Health Research. Dr. Li has contributed 25 years of his life on neural tube defects (NTDs) research and prevention.
He was the Principal Investigator and the Chinese Project Director of the China-US Collaborative Project on NTDs Prevention
and other subject researches for 17 years (from 1991 to 2008). Dr. Li was the recipient of the Chinese Four Ministries Joint
Awards and on the cover page of the “Chinese Scientist” Journal.
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Scott Montgomery
Director of the Food Fortification Initiative

Mr. Montgomery is the Director of the Food Fortification Initiative (FFI), a nonprofit network of partners working to make
the addition of vitamins and minerals to flour and rice standard milling practice worldwide. Scott brings a business
approach to FFl with his expertise in leadership, senior level management, food processing, and supply chain with global
experience across cereal grain industries. Before joining FFl as Director in 2011, Scott spent 30 years in the cereal grain
industry and served on the FFl Executive Management Team 2004-2010.
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Speakers: Chinese Field Epidemiology Training Program (CFETP)

Zeng Guang, MPH

Former Chief Epidemiologist, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention
Founder, Chinese Field Epidemiology Training Program

Prof. Zeng, Master of Peking Union Medical College, Researcher of Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention,
Former China CDC Chief Epidemiologist, Founder of Chinese Field Epidemiology Training Program(CFETP), and
Honored Advisor. In 2003, he served as a consultant to the Beijing SARS prevention and control headquarters. In 2020,
he served as a member of the National Health Commission’s high level expert group on COVID-19 prevention and
control, making contributions to the decision making of the national COVID-19 prevention and control.
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Robert Fontaine, MD

Senior Advisor for the Division of Global Health Protection

Dr. Robert Fontaine is the Senior Advisor for the Division of Global Health Protection (DGHP) at CDC. He has worked at
CDC since 1973, and first served overseas on smallpox eradication in India in 1974. In 1987 he began developing field
epidemiology training programs as a resident advisor in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and then China (2004-2012). In China he
helped develop over 160 epidemiologists. For his accomplishments Government of China presented Dr. Fontaine with
the Friendship Award.
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Wang Yu, MD, PhD
Former Director General, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Wang Yu served as Director General of Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention from 2004-2017. He led the
national response to the emerging infectious diseases and public health emergencies, such as HIN1 Flu pandemic, human
infected with H7N9 avian influenza epidemic, human infected with streptococcus suis, melamine-contaminated milk
power incident, and Wenchuan post-earthquake disease prevention. He led and promoted national infectious disease
surveillance and reporting system. He led and participated the response to the Ebola outbreak in West Africa and had
actively involved in the initiative of the Africa CDC.
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Please check our website for upcoming topics:
https://www.cdc.gov/os/wewerethere/

We invite you to share your personal stories and experiences by emailing us at
WeWereThere@cdc.gov.
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