
Supplemental Figure 1.  Flow chart for the cohort construction 
 
 

Excluding: 

1,243,650  
potentially eligible veterans who were identified to have the first clinical 

presentation of CKD onset (two eGFR values <60 mL/min/1.73 m
2
 for >3 

months) in the US Veterans Health Administration (VHA) since January 
1, 2004 and were in the VHA for at least 2 years prior to their first eGFR 
<60. The date of the second eGFR served as the incident date of CKD 
onset. 

11,218 
who had already reached ESKD (kidney transplant 
or dialysis) at the incident date.  

1,069,734  
 met the study criteria for incident CKD 

2,913 
who had missing BMI or BP at baseline two years. 

150,998 
who did not meet our definition of regular VHA 
users at baseline—defined as having utilized VHA 
care services recorded in the VHA annual 
utilization files for consecutive two years prior to 
the incident date and with two outpatient visits 
during these two years.  

918,736  
 met the study criteria for VHA regular users at baseline 

892,005 
in the study population  

23,818 
who developed stage 4 or 5 (eGFR <30 mL/min/1.73 

m
2
) at the incident date.  

162,698  
whose incident dates were after April 30, 2018 by 
which time point data on ESKD had not been 
available from the USRDS for linkage. 


