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Stage 3 (AIDS) Classifications, Deaths, and Persons Living with Diagnosed HIV 
Infection Ever Classified as Stage 3 (AIDS), 1985–2020 (COVID-19 Pandemic) 

United States and 6 Dependent Areas

Note. Deaths of persons with HIV infection, stage 3 (AIDS) may be due to any cause. Data include persons of all ages. Data for the year 2020 are preliminary and based on 
deaths reported to CDC as of December 2021. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV 
testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.



Rates of Stage 3 (AIDS) Classifications and Deaths of Persons with Diagnosed HIV 
Infection Ever Classified as Stage 3 (AIDS), 1985–2020 (COVID-19 Pandemic) 

United States and 6 Dependent Areas

Note. Deaths of persons with HIV infection, stage 3 (AIDS) may be due to any cause. Data include persons of all ages. Data for 2020 should be 
interpreted with caution due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance 
activities in state/local jurisdictions. 



Stage 3 (AIDS) Classifications and Deaths of Persons with Stage 3 (AIDS), by Age 
at Classification or Death, Cumulative as of Year-End 2020 — United States and 6 

Dependent Areas

Note. Deaths of persons with HIV infection, stage 3 (AIDS) may be due to any cause. Cumulative data are from the beginning of the epidemic through 2020. Data for 2020 
should be interpreted with caution due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in 
state/local jurisdictions. 

Age at Classification or Death 

Classifications Death 

No. % No. % 

<13 10,047 0.8 5,202 0.7 
13-14 1,567 0.1 308 0.0 
15-19 10,265 0.8 1,397 0.2 
20-24 59,076 4.5 10,977 1.4 
25-29 156,914 11.9 51,040 6.5 
30-34 242,528 18.4 108,894 14.0 
35-39 259,101 19.6 136,997 17.6 
40-44 217,598 16.5 131,760 16.9 
45-49 153,050 11.6 107,764 13.8 
50-54 96,402 7.3 82,631 10.6 
55-59 56,255 4.3 59,320 7.6 
60-64 30,910 2.3 39,318 5.0 
~65 26,651 2.0 44,971 5.8 

Total 1,320,364 100 780,579 100 



Stage 3 (AIDS) Classifications and Deaths of Persons with Stage 3 (AIDS), by 
Race/Ethnicity, Cumulative as of Year-End 2020 — United States and 6 

Dependent Areas

Note. Deaths of persons with HIV infection, stage 3 (AIDS) may be due to any cause. Cumulative data are from the beginning of the epidemic through 2020. Data for 2020 
should be interpreted with caution due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in 
state/local jurisdictions.

a Includes Asian/Pacific Islander legacy cases
b Hispanic/Latino persons can be of any race. 
c  Data include persons of all ages and persons whose race/ethnicity is unknown.

Classifications Deaths 

Race/ethnicity No. % No. % 

American Indian/Alaska Native 3,595 0.3 2,134 0.3 
a 

Asian 10,869 0.8 3,925 0.5 

Black/African American 527,795 40.0 311,902 40.0 

Hispanic/Latino 
b

279,848 21.2 144,537 18.5 

Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander 859 0.1 433 0.1 

White 447,525 33.9 297,177 38.1 

Multiracial 49,794 3.8 20,427 2.6 

C 

Total 1,320,364 100 780,579 100 



Stage 3 (AIDS) Classifications and Deaths of Persons with Stage 3 (AIDS) among 
Males (Based on Sex Assigned at Birth) Aged ≥13 Years, by Transmission Category, 

Cumulative as of Year-End 2020—United States and 6 Dependent Areas

Note. Deaths of persons with HIV infection, stage 3 (AIDS) may be due to any cause. Data have been statistically adjusted to account for missing transmission category. 
Cumulative data are from the beginning of the epidemic through 2020. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.

a Transmission category is classified based on a hierarchy of the risk factors most likely responsible for HIV transmission; classification is determined based on the person’s 
sex assigned at birth. Data have been statistically adjusted to account for missing transmission category, therefore values may not sum to column subtotals and total.
b Includes persons who injected nonprescription drugs or who injected prescription drugs for nonmedical purposes.
c Sexual contact with a person known to have, or with a risk factor for, HIV infection.
d Individuals were aged ≥13 years at time of stage 3 classification or death. 
e Other risk factors including hemophilia, blood transfusion, and risk factor not reported or not identified.
f Because column totals for numbers were calculated independently of the values for the subpopulations, the values in each column may not sum to the column total.

Classifications Deaths 

Transmission Categorl (based on sex at birth} No. % No. % 

Male-to-male sexua l contact (MMSC) 633,607 61.1 354,624 56.5 
b 

Injection drug use (IDU) 197,486 19.0 153,044 24.4 

MMSCand IDU 96,143 9.3 61,960 9.9 
C 

Heterosexua l contact 97,511 9.4 48,370 7.7 
d 

Perinatal 1,435 0.1 708 0.1 
e 

Other 10,676 1.0 9,161 1.5 

f 
Total 1,036,859 100 627,866 100 



Stage 3 (AIDS) Classifications and Deaths of Persons with Stage 3 (AIDS) among 
Females (Based on Sex Assigned at Birth) Aged ≥13 Years, by Transmission Category, 

Cumulative as of Year-End 2020 —United States and 6 Dependent Areas

Note. Deaths of persons with HIV infection, stage 3 (AIDS) may be due to any cause. Data have been statistically adjusted to account for missing transmission category. 
Cumulative data are from the beginning of the epidemic through 2020. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.

a Transmission category is classified based on a hierarchy of the risk factors most likely responsible for HIV transmission; classification is determined based on the 
person’s sex assigned at birth. Data have been statistically adjusted to account for missing transmission category, therefore values may not sum to column subtotals 
and total.
b Includes persons who injected nonprescription drugs or who injected prescription drugs for nonmedical purposes.
c Sexual contact with a person known to have, or with a risk factor for, HIV infection.
d Individuals were aged ≥13 years at time of stage 3 classification or death. 
e Other risk factors including hemophilia, blood transfusion, and risk factor not reported or not identified.
f Because column totals for numbers were calculated independently of the values for the subpopulations, the values in each column may not sum to the column total.

Classifications Deaths 

Transmission Categorl (based on sex at birth} No. % No. % 

b 
Injection drug use (IDU) 95,962 35.1 66,793 45.3 

C 

Heterosexual contact 170,962 62.5 76,011 51.5 
d 

Perinatal 1,793 0.7 824 0.6 
e 

Other 4,740 1.7 3,882 2.6 

f 
Total 273,458 100 147,511 100 



Stage 3 (AIDS) Classifications and Deaths of Persons with Stage 3 (AIDS), by 
Region of Residence, Cumulative as of Year-End 2020 — United States and 6 

Dependent Areas

Note. Data are based on residence at time of stage 3 (AIDS) classification or death. Deaths of persons with HIV infection, stage 3 (AIDS) may be due to any cause. Data 
include persons of all ages. Cumulative data are from the beginning of the epidemic through 2020. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due to the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 1 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due to the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages.



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 2 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due to the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages.



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 3 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages.



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 4 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages.



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 5 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages.



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 6 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages. 



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 7 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages. 



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 8 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages. 



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 9 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages 



Stage 3 (AIDS), 2020 and cumulative, and persons living with diagnosed HIV infection ever classified as 
stage 3 (AIDS) (prevalence), year-end 2020 by metropolitan statistical area of residence (COVID-19 

Pandemic) —United States and Puerto Rico (Slide 10 of 10)

Note. Ranks were not assigned to MSAs with rates that were based on reported numbers less than 12. Data for 2020 should be interpreted with caution due to the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and case surveillance activities in state/local jurisdictions.
a Data are based on residence at time of classification. b From the beginning of the epidemic through 2020.
c Data are based on address of residence at the end of the specified year (i.e., most recent known address). d Data include persons of all ages. 
e Includes persons whose county of residence is unknown.
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