
Stay healthy around small pets!

Accessible version: https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/small-mammals/index.html

PICK THE RIGHT PET FOR YOUR FAMILY. 

Rodents and other small pets are not recommended 
for children under 5 years old, adults over 65, or 
people with weakened immune systems because 
they are at a greater risk for serious illness from 
germs that pets can carry.

Always wash hands thoroughly 
with soap and water right after 
touching, feeding, or caring 
for your pets or cleaning their 
habitats. 

• Adults should supervise hand
washing for young children.

• If soap and water are not readily available, use
hand sanitizer until you are able to wash your
hands thoroughly with soap and water.

• Don’t kiss, snuggle, or hold small pets
close to your face.

• Don’t let them roam free in your home.

• Don’t touch your
mouth after handling
small pets.

• Don’t eat or drink
around animals.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
WWW.CDC.GOV/HEALTHYPETS 

CS294770-D

Keep small pets and their supplies 
out of kitchens and other areas 
where food is prepared, served, 
stored, or consumed.

• Clean habitats, toys, and
supplies outside the house
when possible.

• If you clean supplies indoors, use
a laundry sink or bathtub, and
thoroughly clean and disinfect
the area right after.

PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY FROM GERMS 

KEEP IT CLEAN. PLAY 
   SAFELY. 

Pet rodents (such as mice, rats, hamsters, gerbils, and guinea pigs) and other 
small pets (such as hedgehogs, sugar gliders, chinchillas, and ferrets) can sometimes carry germs that can 
make people sick. These germs can cause illnesses ranging from serious diarrhea to birth defects.

• Small pets can carry germs even if they look healthy and clean.

• Germs are shed in their droppings and can easily contaminate their bodies, habitats, toys, bedding,  and
anything in areas where they live.

» These germs can spread to people after they touch these animals or anything in their habitats.

But there’s good news! You can take steps to stay healthy while enjoying your pets.

WASH YOUR HANDS. 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/small-mammals/index.html




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		294770-D_Pet-Health-Fact-Pamphlets-UPDATE-Acc-Lnk.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 26



		Failed: 3







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Failed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Failed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



