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•• NCHS Program HighlightsNCHS Program Highlights
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•• …and …and a special recognitiona special recognition



NCHSNCHS andand tthehe PatientPatient ProtectionProtection—— NCHSNCHS  andand  thethe  PatientPatient  ProtectionProtection  
and The Affordable Care Act (PPACA)and The Affordable Care Act (PPACA)



Affordable Care Act  Affordable Care Act  
DataData andand MeasurementMeasurement ProvisionsData ProvisionsData andand  MeasurementMeasurement  ProvisionsProvisions

•• VVital statisticsital statistics

•• Quality improvementQuality improvement

•• DisparitiesDisparities•• DisparitiesDisparities  

•• Levels of geographyLevels of geography

•• HHeaeaH lH ltthh outtlthlth outtcomescomes

•• Oral healthOral health

•• National health indicatorsNational health indicators



NCHS Program Changes NCHS Program Changes ……

Affordable Affordable Care Act:  New survey questionsCare Act:  New survey questions

•• OnOn thethe NNHISHIS aaboutbout healthhealth insuranceinsuranceOnOn  thethe  NHISNHIS  aboutabout  health  
(on today’s 

health  
coverage coverage (on today’s agenda –agenda – R

insuranceinsurance
Robin obin 

Cohen)Cohen)

•• New questions to New questions to longlong-term care -term care surveys to surveys to 
respond to anticipated direct care respond to anticipated direct care 
workforceworkforce shortagesshortagesworkforceworkforce shortagesshortages

•• Assessing adoption Assessing adoption and and meaningful use of meaningful use of 
ElectronicElectronic HealthHealth RecordsRecordsElectronicElectronic  HealthHealth  RecordsRecords



Program Changes Program Changes ……

Expanding sample size Expanding sample size of our surveys to of our surveys to 
provideprovide  mmoreore  ddataata for subpopulationsprovideprovide more data forfor subpopulationsmore data for subpopulationssubpopulations  

•• Selected stateSelected state-level estimates-level estimates from the from the 
NAMCSNAMCS oonn pprimaryrimary carecare visitsvisitsNAMCSNAMCS    onon  primaryprimary  carecare  visitsvisits

Surveying Surveying new provider settingsnew provider settings including including 
cocococommmmuuuuninittyytyty h heeaaeaealltttth h cecececennteteteterrssss  aaaanndddd r reessesesiidddedeeennttttiiaaaal l cacacacarreeee  
placesplaces

FundingFundingFundingFunding  inininin  FFFYFYYY  10:10:10:10:  $14.745$14.745$14.745 M $14.745  MMM  



State and Local AreaState and Local Area
IntegratedIntegrated TelephoneTelephone SSurveyurveyIntegratedIntegrated TelephoneTelephone  SurveySurvey  (SLAITS)(SLAITS)(SLAITS)(SLAITS)

••
CHIPCHIP R
Evaluation Evaluation 

  Reaueauththororii titi AA tt
of CHIP Authorized in the 2009 of CHIP Authorized in the 2009 

CHIPCHIP RR thth iizazatition on AAcctt  

•• Uses data from SLAITSUses data from SLAITS--based 2011 based 2011 
NationalNational SurveySurvey ofofNationalNational  SurveySurvey  ofof  ChildrenChildrenChildrenChildren’’ss  s Hs HeeaalltthhHealthHealth

•• Focus on barriers Focus on barriers to enrolling in public to enrolling in public 
health insurance programs.health insurance programs.

•• Based on and earlier Based on and earlier 2001 2001 evaluation of evaluation of 
program awareness levels and perceptions program awareness levels and perceptions 
amongamongamong lowlow--incomeincome familiesfamiliesamong lowlow incomeincome  familiesfamilies  

•• Data from Data from 2001 2001 National Survey of National Survey of 
Children Children with Special Health Care Needs.with Special Health Care Needs.
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NCHS BudgetNCHS Budget

•• 2011 budget: 2011 budget:   Continuing Continuing Resolution Resolution 
atat 20102010 level2010  levelatat 2010 levellevel  tilltill MarchMarch 4March 4ththtilltill March 4th4th

•• FY 2010: FY 2010:  $138.7M $138.7M

•• 2011 President’s 2011 President’s BudBudgget called for:  et called for:  
President’s Request:  President’s Request:  $161.9 $161.9 M M 
((+$23+$23 22 MM))((+$23+$23..22  MM))

•• 2012 2012 President’s Budget to be President’s Budget to be 
releasedreleased inin FebruaryFebruaryreleasedreleased  inin  FebruaryFebruary  



Proposed 2011 BudgetProposed 2011 Budget

• Vital Statistics ($11 M): 

• Electronic Birth and Death andElectronic Birth and registrationDeath registration and

• Funding of the revised certificate and focus
on improvements to timeliness and qualityp q y

• Health Interview Survey ($8 M) 

• Increase coverage through sample size• Increase coverage through sample size

• National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey 
($3.5 M)($3.5 M)

• Increase coverage through sample size

• Maintenance ($0 7 M)• Maintenance ($0.7 M)

 



NCHS Budget NCHS Budget ChronologyChronology

Recent Budget Recent Budget HistoryHistory

•• FYFY•• FYFY  07:07:    $107$107..11  MM  -- SameSameSame asas FYFY 060607:07: $107$107 11 MM Same asas  FYFY  0606

•• FY 08:  $113.6 FY 08:  $113.6 M M 

•• FYFY 09:09: $124$124 77 MM•• FYFY  09:09:    $124$124..77  MM  

•• FY 10:  $138.7 FY 10:  $138.7 M  (M  (+$14 M+$14 M))

•• FYFY  1111:  :  CConontitinunuiing resong resollutiFYFY 1111 CC titi ii lutil titionon

•• President’s Request:  $161.9 President’s Request:  $161.9 M (M (+$23.2 M+$23.2 M))



NCHS NCHS ProgramProgram Highlights  Highlights  





National Health and Nutrition National Health and Nutrition 
ExaminationExamination SurveysSurveysExaminationExamination  SurveysSurveys



DHANES Program HighlightsDHANES Program Highlights

•• New Survey ContentNew Survey Content

•• eeM tM thhoodds ss stt ddii dd ii ll jj ttMM thth dd ttuudidies anes andd spec speciiaall pro projjececttss

•• Infrastructure changesInfrastructure changes

•• Completely revamped the software Completely revamped the software 

titi
and and 

me me iin over n over 1100
hardware for NHANES for the first hardware for NHANES for the first 

titi ii 1010 years  years 

•• Replaced lab Replaced lab trailers that had been in trailers that had been in 
useuse  overover  2020  yyearsearsuseuse overover 2020 yearsyears

•• Made these infrastructure changes Made these infrastructure changes 
withoutwithout haltinghalting datadata collectioncollection ffororwithoutwithout  haltinghalting  datadata  collectioncollection  forfor  
even a single day.even a single day.



NHANES 2011NHANES 2011--2012 2012 
NewNew EExamxam CContentontentNewNew  ExamExam  ContentContent  

•• Cognitive function Cognitive function (Ages (Ages 60+)60+)

•• SelfSelf--assessed assessed pubertal maturation (Ages pubertal maturation (Ages 88--19)19)

•• Tuberculin skin Tuberculin skin testingtesting

•• Dual xDual x-ray absorptiometry -ray absorptiometry ----TTotal Body (Aotal Body (Agges 8es 8--59)59)

•• SagittalSagittal aabdominal diameter (Ages bdominal diameter (Ages 8+)8+)

•• Physical Physical activity monitor (Aactivity monitor (Agges 6 +)es 6 +)

•• Also monitors Also monitors sleep sleep activityactivity

•• Muscle strenMuscle strenggth th ggrip test (Arip test (Agges 6+)es 6+)

•• ChemosensoryChemosensory—smell and —smell and taste (Ages 40+)taste (Ages 40+)

•• AgAge chane changges for es for audiometraudiometryy (A(Agges 20es 20--69)69)

•• Modified Modified oral oral health examination (Ages health examination (Ages 1+)1+)



Sampling DomainsSampling Domains

20072007--20102010
•• 7272 ageage sexsex subsub•• 7272  ageage--sexsex  subsub--

domainsdomains

•• HispanicsHispanics•• HispanicsHispanics

•• BlacksBlacks

•• WhitWhit // tthh•• WhitWhitee//ooththeerr
• Low income
• Non-low income

20112011--20122012
•• 8787  ageage--sexsex subsub•• 8787 ageage sexsex  subsub--

domainsdomains

•• HispanicsHispanics•• HispanicsHispanics

•• BlacksBlacks

•• WhitWhite//•• WhitWhite//ootthhththeerr
• Low income
• Non-low income

•• AsiansAsians



National Health Interview National Health Interview Survey Survey 
DataData ReleasesReleasesDataData  ReleasesReleases







New Vital Statistics ReleasesNew Vital Statistics Releases







National Health Care SurveysNational Health Care Surveys







Health Care SurveysHealth Care Surveys
ChangesChanges UnderwayChangesChanges UnderwayUnderwayUnderway

•• ACAACA-Funded Improvements -Funded Improvements to NAMCS and to NAMCS and 
NHAMCS NHAMCS 

•• Lookback module for 
on on preventprevent ve servve serv ces ces i ii i or or ff eart eart hh ddii

Ambulatory Surveys Lookback module for Ambulatory Surveys 
dii ii f h didisease ansease andf h dd  

strokestroke

•• StateState levellevel eestimatesstimates ofof•• StateState--levellevel estimatesestimates ofof  preventivepreventive servicesservicespreventivepreventive servicesservices

•• New National New National Hospital Hospital Care SurveyCare Survey

•• New New National Survey of Long-National Survey of Long-TTerm Care erm Care 
ProvidersProviders



Lookback Module Lookback Module on Prevention of  on Prevention of  
HeartHeart DDiseaseisease andandHeartHeart DiseaseDisease andand  SStroketrokeStrokeStroke

•• M iM i dd ll ii l dl dMMononiitor antor andd eva evalluate preventuate preventiionon-re-rellateatedd  
servicesservices

•• IncludeInclude• Include rInclude riskisk factorsriskrisk factors•  factorsfactors  andand  ppreventivereventive  servicesservices  1122andand preventivepreventive servicesservices 1212  
months prior to the sampled office months prior to the sampled office visitvisit

•• IncludeInclude  patientspatients• Include patients aatt higherhigher rriskisk• Include patients atat  higherhigher  riskrisk, , ee gg withe. withe.gg., ., withwith  
hypertension or prior strokehypertension or prior stroke



Building on NAMCS and NHAMCSBuilding on NAMCS and NHAMCS

•• Infrastructure already Infrastructure already in place to in place to collect data collect data 
forfor physicians’ offices,for physicians’ offices,for physiciansphysicians   offices,offices,  communitycommunity healthhealthcommunitycommunity  healthhealth  
centers, centers, hospital outpatient departments, and hospital outpatient departments, and 
hospital and freehospital and free-standing ambulatory -standing ambulatory 
uus rs rggeerry y cceenntteersrsss rgerrger centerscenters

•• Source of nationallySource of nationally--representative representative 
ambulatoryambulatory ccareare datadataambulatoryambulatory    carecare  datadata

•• Characteristics of office practices and Characteristics of office practices and 
hospitalshospitals availableavailable toto supportsupport evaluationsevaluationshospitalshospitals  availableavailable  toto  supportsupport  evaluationsevaluations

•• Monitoring Electronic Health RecordsMonitoring Electronic Health Records



NHCS Goes ElectronicNHCS Goes Electronic

•• Currently piloting the transmission Currently piloting the transmission of of 
electronic claims data electronic claims data –– UBUB--04s04s—for in—for inppppatient atient 
dischargesdischarges

•• Hospitals transmit data through a secure Hospitals transmit data through a secure 
data networkdata network

•• As As 
recorrecordds, we ws, we willill  bbe cone condducuctiti

hospitals adopt electronic hospitals adopt electronic health health 
ill b dd ting more pilild ill ottd b ting more pililotts on s on 

extracting clinical data extracting clinical data from EHRsfrom EHRs



National Survey of National Survey of 
LongLong--TermTerm CareCare ProvidersProvidersLongLong--TermTerm  CareCare  ProvidersProviders

•• Broad coverage of paid, regulated LTC providers Broad coverage of paid, regulated LTC providers 

•• Core data collection every two years starting Core data collection every two years starting 
20122012

•• Core topicsCore topics

•• Provider characteristics, practices, staffingProvider characteristics, practices, staffing

•• AggregateAggregate--level information level information on on care recipientscare recipients

•• CoreCore structurestructure ppluslus rrotatingotating mmodulesodulesCoreCore  structurestructure  plusplus  rotatingrotating  modulesmodules

•• Link core Link core to administrative data, e.g., to administrative data, e.g., MedicareMedicare









Data accessibility   – a priority for NCHS



Data accessibility   – a priority for the community



Data accessibility   – a priority for the community

• Brougght live 1/21// /2011
• Contains thousands of community health performance metrics
• Includes data on Medicare utilization, quality, prevention, and prevalence of 

disease 
• Includes proven interventions by indicator



HHS liberating data and making it much more 
accessible: community health dataaccessible:  community health data



And now a special recognition …….And now a special recognition …….



CongratulationsCongratulations toto MonroeMonroe SirkenSirkenCongratulationsCongratulations  toto  MonroeMonroe  SirkenSirken



CongratulationsCongratulations toto MonroeMonroe SirkenSirkenCongratulationsCongratulations  toto  MonroeMonroe  SirkenSirken



CongratulationsCongratulations toto MonroeMonroe SirkenSirkenCongratulationsCongratulations  toto  MonroeMonroe  SirkenSirken

on his Retirementon his Retirement

60 Years of Service to the 60 Years of Service to the 
FederalFederal SStatisticaltatistical SystemSystemFederalFederal  StatisticalStatistical  SystemSystem





A 60A 60--Year Federal Government CareerYear Federal Government Career

•• Began his government service in 1951 Began his government service in 1951 at the at the 
U.S. Census Bureau as a mathematical U.S. Census Bureau as a mathematical 
statisticianstatistician

•• Moved to the National Moved to the National Office of Vital Office of Vital Statistics Statistics   
(NOVS)(NOVS)  inin  19531953(NOVS)(NOVS) inin 19531953..

•• When NOVS When NOVS merged with merged with the National the National Health Health 
SurveSurveyy in 1960  in 1960 to form NCHSto form NCHS,, Monroe became  Monroe became a a 
charter charter member member 

y ,y ,
of NCHS “without any action on of NCHS “without any action on 

my part” my part” (from “A Conversation (from “A Conversation with Monroe with Monroe 
Sirken: Statistical ScienceSirken: Statistical Science))))

•• Dr. Sirken has held a variety of positions Dr. Sirken has held a variety of positions at at 
NCHS including Associate Director for Research NCHS including Associate Director for Research 
andand MMethodologyethodologyandand MethodologyMethodology..



Examples of Innovative Survey Methods Examples of Innovative Survey Methods 
DDeevveellopedoped  

Dr. 
e ee e oo

Sirken’sDr. Sirken’s
pp

L
eedd UUUUnndddedeeer r 
Leadershipeadership

•• Designed Designed and analyzed the first national and analyzed the first national 
immunization surveysimmunization surveys

•• Developed the Developed the National National Death Death Record Record 
Followback Survey methodology to estimate Followback Survey methodology to estimate 
lung cancer mortality lung cancer mortality risks by smoking risks by smoking and and 
residence historiesresidence histories

•• Introduced “network sampling” to improve Introduced “network sampling” to improve 
surveysurvey  pprevalencerevalence  estimatesestimates  ofof raresurvey  relativelyrelativelysurvey prevalenceprevalence estimatesestimates of relatively rareof relatively rarerare  
diseases (e.g. diabetes) and sensitive behaviors diseases (e.g. diabetes) and sensitive behaviors 
(e.g. illicit drug use)(e.g. illicit drug use)



Examples of Innovative Survey Methods Examples of Innovative Survey Methods 
DDeevveell

Dr. 
e ee e oo

Sirken’sDr. Sirken’s
pp

L
eeopedoped  dd UUUUnndddedeeer r 
Leadershipeadership

•• Introduced statistical methods to integrate Introduced statistical methods to integrate 
sample designs of independently designed sample designs of independently designed 
NCHSNCHS  surveyssurveys  (e(e gg NNHISHIS hhouseholdousehold listingslistingsNCHSNCHS
served served 

surveyssurveys (e(e..gg. . NHISNHIS  householdhousehold  listings  
as sampling frame for the National as sampling frame for the National 

listings

Survey of Family Growth)Survey of Family Growth)

•• Established the NCHS Questionnaire Established the NCHS Questionnaire Design Design 
ResearchResearch LLaboratoryaboratoryResearchResearch LaboratoryLaboratory, , tthehe firstfirst permanentfirst permanentthethe first permanentpermanent  
research laboratory research laboratory in a government agency in a government agency 
using cognitive methods to design survey using cognitive methods to design survey 
questionnairesquestionnaires andand sstatisticaltatistical mapsmapsquestionnairesquestionnaires  andand  statisticalstatistical  mapsmaps



CongratulationsCongratulations toto MonroeMonroe SirkenSirkenCongratulationsCongratulations  toto  MonroeMonroe  SirkenSirken

on his Retirementon his Retirement

60 Years of Service to the 60 Years of Service to the 
FederalFederal SStatisticaltatistical SystemSystemFederalFederal  StatisticalStatistical  SystemSystem




