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National Preparedness Month and 
PrepareAthon Activities  
Each September, CDC partners with local, state, 
and federal agencies to promote National 
Preparedness Month through blog posts, 
social media messages, and graphics. In 2014, 
CDC focused its National Preparedness Month 
activities on preparing vulnerable populations. 
Each week, messages and products focused on 
children, people with disabilities, older adults, 
pet owners, and business owners. CDC saw a 
dramatic growth in followers on social media 
channels and blog readership, and hosted one 
of the largest non-Ebola Twitter chats in CDC 
history. More than 50 public, private, and non-
profit partners helped spread the word about 
the importance of preparedness for vulnerable 
populations in emergencies. 

America’s PrepareAthon is a nationwide, 
community-based campaign for action to 
increase emergency preparedness and resilience 
through hazard-specific drills, group discussions 
and national-level exercises. The PrepareAthon 
coincides each fall with National Preparedness 
Month and is also held each year in April. 
The month-long activities in September and 
April culminate in a national day of action, 
focused on energizing the public to be more 
prepared for emergencies. The PrepareAthon 
focuses on specific natural hazards, such as 
earthquakes, hurricanes, wildfires, winter 
weather, tornadoes, and flooding. For more 
information, visit www.ready.gov/prepare. 
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