Global Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene (WASH) Health Burden
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and hygiene (WASH) conditions sustaining ecosystems, which provide life-supporting services
for people, animals, and plants. Because contaminated water is a
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cities. CDC is engaged in global Unfortunately, worldwide water quality is declining, threatening
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related disease. Today, hundreds of millions of people do not have access to
improved sources of drinking water, leaving them at risk for water-,
sanitation-, and hygiene- (WASH) related diseases. Worldwide
in 2010, 801,000 children died from diarrheal illnesses, most of
which are caused by unsafe water, poor sanitation, and inadequate
hygiene. Devastating epidemics of cholera, such as the 2010-
2011 outbreak in Haiti that caused more than 500,000 cases of
illness and 7,000 deaths, are only the “tip of the iceberg,” as most
waterborne diseases, illnesses, and deaths are never reported.

Responding to these challenges requires a spectrum of
interventions. The prevention or minimization of water pollution

is critical to improving drinking water quality. Interventions to
improve drinking water quality range from disinfecting water

at the household level [point-of-use (POU) treatment] to water
management at the community level [Water Safety Plans (WSPs)].
In some situations, more than one type of intervention is needed.
For example, both POU treatment and WSPs may be needed for
piped water systems with intermittent service. When this happens,
the different interventions are complementary, not competitive.

For more information, visit: www.cdc.gov/healthywater/global/

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services /
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

(CS234847-A


http://For more information, visit: www.cdc.gov/healthywater/global/

