
' ·*·0 o.s l -=--MIies 
chool locattons & the Corresponding # 
f Tobacco Re ta ile rs within O.S miles 

0 <1 
0 , _, 

0 S - 8 

O ·· 

AdiJt Smoking Prevalence

D o•.1 
c=J l6.2 - l8.3 

- 18.4 -21.8 

- 21.9 - 27.8 

(%) 

'?;;" · ')If HEALTHJ SERVICES 
D,,,, AGENCY 

Smoking Prevalence and Tobacco Retailer Density near Schools in Modesto, CA 

This map depica the censu s-level distribution of 
adult sr'Y'l()f( ing and the proxfmity of schools to 
tobacco reta ile rs. Research has shown that the path 
to ad ult smoking s tarts at a very yo ung ase; and that 
proidmity of tobacco retailers to schools is associated 
with experfmental smokin g ar,d a greater likelihood 
of non-smoke rs bein g susce-ptibleto future smoking 
among school teenagers . Each pentagonal symbols 
represents a school site with the size of the symbol 
indicating the n umber of tobacco retailers w ithin O.S 
miles of a school in each ce nsus tract. The shades 
of blue represent the percentage of adults in ea ch 

census tract who report having smoked ~100 

cigarettes in the ir l ifetime and currently smoke. 

In general, census tracts in the south of the city have 
a higher number of reta ilen within 0.5 of a school 
and a higher percent o f ad ults who smoke compared 
to census tracts in the north e ,5s t a nd ea stern pdrt of 
the city. This Is consistent with o w rall chronic 
disease trends in the City of Modesto. Overa ll, 
appro.Jmatey l8%of adults in Modesto smoke 
compared to 12.8% In Californla, and generally face a 
higher bu rden of d isease from mod ifiable risk factors 
than other residen ts in californ ia. 

Although this map suggests there may be a 

correlation between smoking rates and tobacco 
retailer expsoure, the da ta is inconsistent 
Futhermore, beuust> data was not ava ilable for 
tobacco reta iler locations o ver the past two to three 
decades., it is not possible to compare the s.moking 
rate s of curre nt adults ...ersus the tobacco reta il 
exposure those s,5me adu lts would have faced as 
youth. Thedo5ta also does not control for adults who 
may have moved to Modesto, bt.it no t been raised in 
Modes.to. 
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