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NCHS Update

• Administrative news
•Budget
•Retirements/Recruiting
• CDC activities
• HHS focus
• Program updates
•Data systems
•Data releases
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Budget  Status 2005

• Unprecedented increase of $22 million



Budget Status 2005

•Unprecedented increase of $22 million
•However, 
• $40 million of NCHS budget moved to 

CDC for business services and 
consolidated functions 
• CoCHIS budget role uncertain



Budget increase targeted to:

• VSCP - Fund contracts and re-engineer
• NHANES - Maintain full field operations

• NHCS - Transform surveys and stabilize 
data collection cycle

• NHIS – Restore sample size and 
redesign sample



Key NCHS Staff Changes 

Retiring
• Jack Anderson, Deputy Director
•and many other valued and 

experienced staff members



Key NCHS Staff Changes 

Retiring
• Jack Anderson, Deputy Director
•and many other valued and 

experienced staff members
Recruiting
•Associate Director for Analysis and 

Epidemiology



CDC Update
• CDC Futures Initiative in full implementation   

stage
•Task forces developing organizational 

structure for new Centers
•Recruiting for 9 CIO Directors (including 

marketing and informatics) and 4 
Coordinating Centers
•Business improvement – consolidation and 

outsourcing continue
• Blake Caldwell and Ed Sondik - serving as 

acting co-directors of CoCHIS  



HHS Focus

• Medicare drug prescription benefits
• Medicaid overhaul 
• Secretary Tommy Thompson 

announces his resignation
• EPA’s Michael Leavitt named to head 

HHS     



Michael Leavitt at hearings
-- confirmed yesterday



Data Systems Developments

DVS – 2002 infant mortality increase explained
NSFG
• 2002 survey data released
• Sample now includes men



Data Systems Developments

DVS – 2002 infant mortality increase explained
NSFG
• 2002 survey data released
• Sample now includes men
NHANES
•NYC city survey completed
•New components added to survey
•Digital images of the retina to measure retinal 
diseases, such as macular degeneration
•Allergies -- collecting dust to determine 
household exposures



More Data Systems Developments
NHIS
• 2003 public use file released, less than a year 

after data collection 
• 2004 was first data year with new instrument 

public use file expected this summer
• Early Release estimates for January-June 2004 

on the web by December



More Data Systems Developments
NHIS
• 2003 public use file released, less than a year 

after data collection 
• 2004 was first data year with new instrument 

public use file expected this summer
• Early Release estimates for January-June 2004 

on the web by December
NHCS
•NNHS data collection completed; Nursing 

Assistant Survey to be completed this month 
•Ambulatory care surveys focus on chronic 

disease in 2005, with many new survey items  
•New methodology developed to convert 

encounter data to people-based estimates



In the news
October – December

• Average height stable; weight up 
• Births to 10-14 year olds decline 
• Cesareans and births to older women rise 
• Fewer teens sexually active
• Contraceptive patterns revealed
• Married and healthier, NCHS data show
• Prescription drug use up   





















At this meeting

•Discuss methodology and approaches to 
determine impact of obesity on mortality
•Program review – VSCP
•Directions
•Policy implications
•Examine data on prescription drug 
use


