
National Center for Health Statistics

Board of Scientific Counselors
--State of the Center--



National Center for Health Statistics
Mission

• Principal health statistics agency
• The Secretary, acting though the Center, 

shall conduct and support statistical and 
epidemiological activities for the purpose of 
improving the effectiveness, efficiency, and 
quality of health services in the United 
States.



The Secretary acting through the 
Center--shall collect statistics on:

• Extent and nature of illness and disability 
including life expectancy, incidence of 
acute and chronic illnesses and infant and 
maternal morbidity and mortality
• Impact of illness and disability on the 

economy and other aspects of well-being
• Environmental, social, and other health 

hazards
• Determinants of health



The Secretary acting through the 
Center--shall collect statistics on:

• Health resources:  Health professionals and 
services and facilities
• Utilization of health care:  Ambulatory and 

facility-based
• Health care costs and financing  
• Family formation, growth and dissolution



Additional Activities

• Methodological research on data collection
• Epidemiological research, demonstrations, 

and evaluation
• Conduct related research for public and 

nonprofit private entities



Topics

• NCHS Mission
• NCHS Programs
• Field Operations 
• Research and analysis
• Support

• Dissemination
• Building for the future
• NCHS Budget
• Challenges



Challenges
• Program – Meeting needs for new data and 

greater efficiency
• Meeting national and state and local needs

• Assessing and assuring quality
• Efficient survey/administrative data designs
• Dissemination vs. Disclosure
• Maintaining response rates
• Budget
• Planning and Evaluation



Planning and Evaluation and GPRA (1993)

• Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA)
• Program Assessment Rating Tool (PART)

• Evaluates consistency of program outcomes  to 
budget

• Four key program characteristics: 
• Program purpose/Federal role
• Strategic planning
• Program management
• Results

• External review is a key to better programs



NCHS Data and Analyses
Uses of NCHS 

Statistics
Examples

Setting national 
priorities

• Data focuses us on health problems of
greatest importance
• Identification of health disparities and

target action
• Recognizing emerging trends, e.g., 

obesity
Monitoring 
performance

• Health outcome measures for GPRA, 
PART, Healthy People

Understanding 
what’s ahead

• Projecting the impact of aging 
population on Medicare, Social Security
trust funds



NCHS Data and Analyses
Uses of NCHS 

Statistics
Examples

Guiding health 
improvement

• Targeting immunization messages
• Guiding and monitoring NIH 

cholesterol, hypertension, cancer 
control programs

Guiding national 
policy

• Revising dietary guidelines and food
fortification policy
• Assessing initiatives on kids’ health 

insurance/SCHIP



NCHS Data and Analyses
Uses of NCHS 

Statistics
Examples

Assessing the 
health care system

• Trends in prescription drugs and drug
marketing
• Long term care trends and needs
• Emergency room crowding and 

preparedness
• Measurements of health care quality

Research • Linking risk behaviors to health outcomes
• Depth and size of surveys permits   

analysis of subgroups and determinants 
of health
• Hypotheses for HSR and biomedical

research



Board of Scientific Counselors
Charge

• Provide scientific guidance to NCHS
• Review intramural research

• Assist in guiding extramural research
• Provide guidance in setting priorities



NCHS Board of Scientific Counselors
and the National Committee on Vital 

and Health Statistics

• Complementary roles
• BSC

• Advice to NCHS on the statistical 
and science base of health data

• NCVHS
• Advice to the Secretary on data 

policy issues



Guidance to NCHS From
Data Users and Data Contributors

• Workshops, forums
• National Association of Public Health 

Statistics and Information Systems 
(NAPHSIS)
• Interagency Council on Statistical 

Policy and related forums
• HHS Data Council
• Other organizations … 



NCHS Programs
--Field Operations--

• Vital Statistics
• Health Status
• National Health Interview Survey (NHIS)
• National Health and Nutrition 

Examination Survey (NHANES)
• Health System 

• National Health Care Survey (NHCS)



NCHS Programs
--Research, Analysis and Support--

• Office of Analysis and Epidemiology
• Office of Research and Methodology

• Office of Information and Technology 
Services

• International activities 



A Sampling of NCHS Initiatives
Drawn from the Web Site

• Data base for Healthy People 1990-2010
• Questionnaire Development Research Laboratory
• Research Data Center
• Disease classification [North American Collaborative Center 

(WHO)]
• National Immunization Survey
• National Survey of Family Growth
• State and Local Area Integrated Telephone Survey (SLAITS)
• Aging 
• Summary Measures of Health
• Disability
• Children’s and Aging Statistics Interagency Forums
• Data dissemination:  20/20, SETS, Ferret, Fast Stats, Fed Stats… 



Dissemination

• Web site 
(www.cdc.gov/nchs)

• NCHS Publications
• CDC Publications
• Journal articles 
• Research Data Center
• Data Users Conference

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs


Tools to Access NCHS Data















Integrated Topical Reports



Health, housing, criminal justice, 
education, labor, other measures



Budget



National Center for Health Statistics 
Budget Trends
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NCHS Total Obligations, FY 2003
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NCHS Total Obligations, FY 2003
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Staffing

• Government employees  537
• Contractors  (on-site) 113

Total           650 



Facilities





Area Closed on Account of Snow
Blizzard of '03 Overwhelms Roads, Rails
February 17, 2003

'This Could Be the Biggest Storm Ever'  
February 17, 2003

Digging Out
February 18, 2003 

Washington Post Headlines









Training/Staff Development

• Training programs
• Degree programs
• Joint Program on Survey Methodology 

(JPSM)
• Fellows programs
• Academy Health

• ASA
• ASPH



Collaborations

• Across Health and Human Services 
• Between Departments
• With Academe
• With Industry (through the CDC 

Foundation)
• Fellowship Programs



In Summary NCHS is …

• Highly productive
• More data, widely distributed
• More timely
• Progress in reengineering

• Planning for future health data needs 
• Meeting challenge of limited resources
• And other challenges…



Statistical Science Issues

• Quality control
• Using multiple sampling frames

• Response rates
• Linking data sources
• Security

• Privacy and Confidentiality



Long-term

• Moving in directions from the CDC 
“Futures” initiative 
• Dissemination vs. Disclosure
• Research Data Centers

• Reengineered data programs
• Extramural Research Program

• Expanding links to health policy community 



Initiatives

• Realizing the Vision for Health Statistics in 
the 21st Century--Responsive to 
information needs
• Meeting State, regional, and specific 

population needs
• More information on health care 
• More information on  race and other factors
• Cost, role of 
• Understanding of the factors underlying 

health status and health systems operation
• Advance the sciences supporting health 

statistics
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Initiatives

• Realizing the Vision for Health Statistics in 
the 21st Century--Responsive to 
information needs
• Meeting State, regional, and specific 

population needs
• More information on health care 
• More information on  race and other factors
• Cost, role of 
• Understanding of the factors underlying 

health status and health systems operation
• Advance the sciences supporting health 

statistics



Initiatives:  Infrastructure and Staff

• Assurance of requisite skills
• Staff development

• New tools for dissemination
• Genetic research tools
• Applications to anti-bioterrorism



Challenges

• Reengineering
• Response rates
• Staff development
• Meeting our needs
• àSufficient resources for research 

and development to support Health 
Statistics



Challenges

• Meeting our mission with limited 
funding—accommodations:

• Vital statistics
–Contract year adjustments

• NHIS
–Reducing sample size



Challenges

• Meeting our mission with limited 
funding—accommodations

• NHANES 
–Changing field procedures and 

reducing field staff
• Health Care Surveys

–Reducing the number of 
surveys in the field
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Data in the News













Statistical Science Issues

• Small area statistics
• Disability statistics

• International programs
• Minority and geographic specificity in 

NCHS programs
• Community-based research






