
 

ORDER OF THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 

 
RESCISSION OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR AIRLINES TO COLLECT 

DESIGNATED INFORMATION FOR PASSENGERS DESTINED FOR THE UNITED 
STATES WHO ARE DEPARTING FROM, OR WERE OTHERWISE PRESENT IN, 

THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 
 

UNDER 42 CFR 71.4, 71.20, 71.31, AND 71.32  
AS AUTHORIZED BY 42 U.S.C. 264 AND 268 

 
 
Attention:  

 
• All airlines and aircraft operators conducting any passenger-carrying operation 

destined for the United States transporting passengers who are departing from or 
were otherwise present in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) within 
the previous 21 days of the date of the person’s entry or attempted entry into the 
United States; and 

• All air passengers destined for the United States who are departing from or were 
otherwise present in the DRC within the previous 21 days of the date of the 
person’s entry or attempted entry into the United States. 

 
On March 2, 2021, I, the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (Di-
rector) issued an Order (Order) under 42 CFR 71.4, 71.20, 71.31, and 71.32 to: 1) all airlines and 
aircraft operators conducting passenger-carrying operations destined for the United States and 
transporting passengers departing from or who were otherwise present in the DRC or the 
Republic of Guinea (Guinea) within 21 days of the passenger’s entry or attempted entry into the 
United States; and 2) all passengers destined for the United States departing from, or who were 
otherwise present in, the DRC or Guinea within the previous 21 days. The Order required these 
airlines and aircraft operators to collect and transmit, and passengers to provide, designated 
passenger manifest information to the United States Government.  
 
The Order was issued in response to outbreaks of Ebola virus disease (EVD) that were identified 
in Guinea and the DRC in February 2021. Experience with previous EVD outbreaks (including 
the 2014-2016 EVD outbreak in West Africa) show that EVD can spread quickly between close 
contacts and within healthcare settings, often with high case fatality rates, and with substantial 
disruption and strain on healthcare services. Air travel has the potential to transport people, some 
of whom may have been exposed to a communicable disease, anywhere across the globe in less 
than 24 hours. The purpose of the Order was to ensure that health officials would have 
immediate access to accurate and complete contact information for passengers as they arrive in 
the United States to conduct timely public health follow up for anyone who may have been 
exposed to EVD. 
 
For the reasons described below, I am hereby rescinding all requirements of the Order pertaining 
to the DRC. All requirements of the Order pertaining to Guinea remain in effect. 



Determination: 
 
EVD is a rare and deadly disease in people and nonhuman primates. People can get EVD 
through direct contact with an infected animal (bat or nonhuman primate) or a sick or dead per-
son infected with Ebola virus. Signs and symptoms of Ebola include fever, severe headache, 
muscle pain, weakness, fatigue, vomiting, diarrhea, stomach pain, and unexplained bleeding. The 
incubation period for Ebola, from exposure to when signs or symptoms appear, can be anywhere 
from 2 to 21 days. The average incubation period is 8 to 10 days. 

On February 7, 2021, the Ministry of Health (MOH) in the DRC announced that an EVD case 
had been confirmed in Biena Health Zone, North Kivu Province. Subsequent cases were con-
firmed. North Kivu was previously affected by EVD during the 2018-2020 Ebola outbreak, the 
largest in the DRC’s history; this outbreak was declared over on June 25, 2020. Sequencing of 
samples suggested that cases were linked to cases in the area during the 2018–2020 outbreak and 
likely caused by a persistent infection in a survivor that led to either a relapse or sexual transmis-
sion of the virus1. 

Since March 1, 2021, there have been no new confirmed EVD cases reported in the DRC and all 
contacts of cases that were being monitored for EVD have passed the 21-day incubation period. 
With no new cases reported in the past 42 days (2 incubation periods) no remaining hospitalized 
patients with EVD, and no contacts of confirmed EVD cases still requiring monitoring, the po-
tential risk for Ebola virus exposure in the DRC has greatly diminished. Therefore, CDC no 
longer requires contact information from passengers who were departing from or were otherwise 
present in the DRC. 
 
For these reasons, I hereby determine that airline travelers destined for the United States who are 
departing from, or were otherwise present in, the DRC in the past 21 days are no longer at risk of 
exposure to Ebola virus. Therefore, all requirements of the Order pertaining to airlines, aircraft 
operators, and passengers destined for the United States and departing from or who were 
otherwise present in the DRC are hereby rescinded.  
 
All requirements of the March 2, 2021 Order pertaining to Guinea remain in effect due to a 
recently confirmed case. The most recent case of EVD in Guinea was confirmed on April 3, 
2021. 
 
CDC may modify this Order by an updated publication in the Federal Register or by posting an 
advisory to follow at www.cdc.gov. 
In testimony whereof, the Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, United States 
Department for Health and Human Services, has hereunto set her hand at Atlanta, Georgia, this 
29 day of April 2021. 
 
 
 
 

 
1 https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/drc/2021-february.html  

https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/drc/2021-february.html
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