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Key findings

Data from the National
Vital Statistics System
Mortality File

+ In 2008, poisoning became
the leading cause of injury
death in the United States and
nearly 9 out of 10 poisoning
deaths are caused by drugs.

* During the past three
decades, the number of drug
poisoning deaths increased
sixfold from about 6,100 in
1980 to 36,500 in 2008.

* During the most recent
decade, the number of drug
poisoning deaths involving
opioid analgesics more than
tripled from about 4,000 in
1999 to 14,800 in 2008.

* Opioid analgesics were
involved in more than 40% of
all drug poisoning deaths in
2008, up from about 25% in
1999,

+ In 2008, the drug poisoning

death rate was higher for males,

people aged 45-54 years,

and non-Hispanic white and
American Indian or Alaska
Native persons than for females
and those in other age and
racial and ethnic groups.
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In 2008, over 41,000 people died as a result of a poisoning. One of the
Healthy People 2020 objectives, retained from Healthy People 2010, is to
reduce fatal poisonings in the United States (1). However, poisoning mortality
increased during the Healthy People 2010 tracking period. Drugs—both legal
and illegal—cause the vast majority of poisoning deaths. Misuse or abuse of
prescription drugs, including opioid analgesic pain relievers, is responsible for
much of the increase in drug poisoning deaths (see “Definitions” section). This
report highlights trends in poisoning deaths, drug poisoning deaths, and the
type of drugs involved in drug poisoning deaths and updates a previous data
brief on this topic (2).
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Poisoning is now the leading cause of death from injuries
in the United States and nearly 9 out of 10 poisoning deaths
are caused by drugs.

Figure 1. Motor vehicle traffic, poisoning, and drug poisoning death rates: United States,
1980-2008
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NOTE: In 1999, the International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD-10) replaced the previous revision of the ICD
(ICD-9). This resulted in approximately 5% fewer deaths being classified as motor-vehicle traffic-related deaths and 2% more
deaths being classified as poisoning-related deaths. Therefore, death rates for 1998 and earlier are not directly comparable with
those computed after 1998. Access data table for Figure 1 at http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db81_tables. pdf#i.
SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Vital Statistics System.
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