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No. According to a journal article  about the study, published in 1936, the 399 men in the syphilitic group were initially
recruited because they already had late-latent syphilis. The 201 men in the control group did not have the disease.

Were the men purposely infected with the disease? 



Tuskegee community members were aware of the study but understood it to be a special government health care
program. 

According to the Assistant Secretary for Health and Scienti�c A�airs’ Ad Hoc Advisory Panel’s published report , “…
the Macon County Health Department and Tuskegee Institute were cognizant of the study.”

Was the Tuskegee community aware of the study? 
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There is no evidence that researchers obtained informed consent from participants, and participants were not o�ered
available treatments, even after penicillin became widely available.

You can learn more about changes made to standard research practices after Tuskegee in Research Implications.

Why was the U.S. Public Health Service’s Syphilis Study at Tuskegee unethical? 

No women were included in the study. The study was limited to Black men 25 years of age or older. However, as a result
of lack of treatment, some women contracted syphilis from men who participated in the study’s syphilitic group.

Were women involved in the study? 

The National Archives, Southeastern Region, maintains a list of Tuskegee patient medical �les.

Where can I �nd a list of the names of the study participants? 



The National Archives maintains photos related to the study.

Where can I �nd photos related to the study? 



https://www.cdc.gov/spanish/
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/pubs/other-languages/
https://www.cdc.gov/tuskegee/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tuskegee/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tuskegee/index.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/1156872#:~:text=UNTREATED%20SYPHILIS%20IN%20THE%20MALE%20NEGRO%20A%20COMPARATIVE,Such%20individuals%20seemed%20to%20offer%20an%20unusual%20opportunity
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https://www.cdc.gov/tuskegee/after.htm
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The $10-million settlement was divided into four categories:

1. Living syphilitic group participants received $37,500.

2. Heirs of deceased syphilitic group participants received $15,000.

3. Living control group participants received $16,000.

4. Heirs of deceased control group participants received $5,000. 

How much money did the study participants receive from the 1974 out of court settlement? 

2

1 

2

Related Resources

Health Equity Events, Forums, and Continuing Education

Voices for Our Fathers Legacy Foundation

The National Archives – USPHS Syphilis Study at Tuskegee





Last Reviewed: December 5, 2022
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