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Notes from the Director

Dear Colleague,

It has been a busy spring for sta� at the Division of Tuberculosis Elimination (DTBE).

The Think. Test. Treat TB campaign to raise awareness of latent TB infection is in full swing,
and has received national and local media attention. The campaign now includes patient and
provider education materials in seven di�erent languages available for download or to order
through CDC-INFO on Demand . As of June 1, 2022, the campaign website has over 40,000
views and over 2,000 resource downloads. I recently discussed the Think. Test. Treat
TB campaign, and TB in the United States on Association of State and Territorial Health
O�ces  (ASTHO)’s Public Health Review podcast .

Our work and commitment to address health equity issues in TB continues. In April, CDC
released a new quick reference document, CDC recommendations for correctional and
detention settings. This resource summarizes testing, vaccination, and treatment recommendations for HIV, viral hepatitis,
sexually transmitted infections (STIs), and TB and highlights critical public health actions applicable at intake, during
incarceration/ detention, and at release. I encourage you to share these recommendations with correctional health partners.

This spring has provided opportunities to collaborate and connect with partners virtually, and in person. In May, the TB Trials
Consortium (TBTC) held their virtual meeting where TBTC members and others discussed a variety of clinical trials research
activities and topics. Later that month, several CDC sta� attended the National TB Conference , the �rst time the
conference has been held in person since 2019. DTBE also participated in several activities with TB Elimination Alliance
colleagues in recognition of May’s Asian Paci�c American Heritage Month.

These are just a few highlights from our work over the past quarter. I invite you to read further for additional news, resources,
and success stories from across DTBE.

Thank you for your continued e�orts towards our goal of TB elimination.

Philip LoBue, MD, FACP, FCCP 
Director

Division of Tuberculosis Elimination 
National Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention
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https://www.astho.org/communications/podcast/effects-of-covid-19-on-tb-prevention-detection-treatment/
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https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/research/tbtc/default.htm
https://tbconference.cventevents.com/event/b4fa32fe-be76-4770-9ff9-3ebb94236e89/summary
https://tbeliminationalliance.org/


Susan McClure selected as Associate Director of Policy and Issues Management (ADPIM)

DTBE welcomed Susan McClure, MPH, as the new Associate Director for Policy and Issues
Management (ADPIM) on June 5, 2022.

Since arriving at CDC in 2000, Susan has served in a number of policy, communication, and
management positions. Prior to joining DTBE, she served as the Associate Director for
Policy at the Center for Global Health (CGH) where she managed congressional outreach,
budget formulation, executive branch requests, issues management, policy
analysis/training and external relations with a variety of partners. Before CGH, Susan
served as the Team Lead for Partnership Outreach in the National Center for Emerging
and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases (NCEZID) policy o�ce focusing on identifying, developing,
and maintaining key strategic partnerships to support center priorities.

Susan began her career as a television news reporter in Georgia. She received a Master of Public Health from the
University of South Florida and a Bachelor of Arts in journalism from the University of Georgia.

TB Trials Consortium (TBTC) Virtual Meeting

The TBTC Virtual Meeting was hosted from May 10 –12, 2022. Despite the
virtual environment, the interactive meeting o�ered participants with a variety
of opportunities to connect and collaborate. This was the �rst TBTC meeting
where our new Clinical Research Branch (CRB) Chief, Wendy Carr, was able to
address the whole Consortium and present her vision. Dr. Carr discussed
building a cohesive consortium with a pipeline of research studies by
increasing collaboration and partnerships internally and externally as well as
accelerating study development and implementation. In addition to the general
sessions, the meeting held dedicated forums for laboratorians and study coordinators.

Submitted by Carla Je�ries, JD, MPH

 

Kia Bryant selected as Team Lead for Data Management and Implementation Team

CRB is happy to announce Kia Bryant as the new Data Management and Implementation
Team Lead. Kia has served as the Acting Team Lead for the Team since January. Prior to
this role, she was an epidemiologist on the team working primarily on the quality
assurance of study data through the development of quality assurance reports for TBTC
clinical trial sites. In addition, she participated in the implementation of the TBTC Study
31/ACTG A5439 statistical analysis plan and data analysis. She has been a member of CRB
since 2016.

Submitted by Carla Je�ries, JD, MPH

Clinical Research Branch 

Communications, Education, and Behavioral Studies Branch 

The Think. Test. Treat TB patient and provider education materials are now available in
Chinese, English, Ilocano, Marshallese, Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese. Check out the
new Campaign Resource Overview Guide  for a list of available graphics, fact sheets,
and other materials. Print materials are available to order for free through CDC INFO on
Demand .





https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/research/tbtc/default.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb
https://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb/resources.html?Sort=Last%20Updated%3A%3Aasc&Language=Chinese
https://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb/resources.html?Sort=Last%20Updated%3A%3Aasc&Language=English%20(US)
https://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb/resources.html?Sort=Last%20Updated%3A%3Aasc&Language=Other%20Language&Audience=Ilocano
https://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb/resources.html?Sort=Last%20Updated%3A%3Aasc&Language=Other%20Language&Audience=Marshallese
https://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb/resources.html?Sort=Last%20Updated%3A%3Aasc&Language=Spanish
https://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb/resources.html?Sort=Last%20Updated%3A%3Aasc&Language=Tagalog
https://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb/resources.html?Sort=Last%20Updated%3A%3Aasc&Language=Vietnamese
https://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb/pdf/CDC-TB_Campaign-Resource-Overview.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/pdf/DTBETBflyer508.pdf


 

Ukrainian TB Resources Available

“Questions and Answers about Tuberculosis” and “TB: General Information fact sheet” are
now available in Ukrainian. Access patient and general public materials in multiple
languages on the CDC website, including Dari, Pashto, Spanish, Tagalog, Vietnamese, and
more. Materials can be ordered for free through CDC-INFO on Demand [PDF – 685 KB]
.

Submitted by Peri Hopkins, MPH

 

Stop TB poster

In June 2022, CDC released an updated Stop TB poster [PDF – 2 MB]. The Stop TB poster was originally released over
20 years ago and was previously updated in 2012. The poster can be used by TB programs and other healthcare settings
to help educate people with TB disease and latent TB infection, as well as people at risk for TB.

The revised Stop TB poster:

incorporates new graphics,

describes how TB is spread,

explains the di�erence between latent TB infection and TB disease,

includes symptoms of active TB disease, and

highlights the importance of completing TB treatment to help stop TB.

To download online copies in English and Spanish, please check out the CDC website. To
order print copies, please visit CDC-INFO on Demand [PDF – 685 KB].

Submitted by Carissa Sera-Josef, MS, CHES

Think. Test. Treat TB materials have been spotted in
Seattle, Washington, and Los Angeles, California.
Mobile ads were spotted outside the International
Community Health Services  clinic in Seattle. The
TB team from Los Angeles Department of Public
Health  spread the Think. Test. Treat TB message
in their community as part of World TB Day
activities.

For more information about this campaign, and
ideas on how to use the campaign in your
community, visit cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb and follow
our activities on Twitter and Facebook.

Submitted by Leeanna Allen, MPH and Nick DeLuca,
PhD
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https://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/posters/stoptb.htm
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https://www.ichs.com/
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http://www.cdc.gov/thinktesttreattb
http://www.twitter.com/cdc_tb
http://www.facebook.com/cdctb


Kathryn Winglee selected as Team Lead for Epidemiology Team

Dr. Kathryn Winglee has been selected as the permanent Epidemiology Team Lead in SEOIB. Dr.
Winglee has been serving on detail as Epidemiology Team Lead since January, where she has
been leading the implementation of the TB Epidemiologic Studies Consortium (TBESC)-III, the
wrap-up of TBESC-II, the development of a cooperative agreement to improve latent TB infection
connections to care for persons undergoing immigration status adjustment, and many other
projects under the Epidemiology Team umbrella.

Submitted by Julie Self, PhD, MPH

Surveillance, Epidemiology, & Outbreak Investigations Branch



Program Evaluation Open Forums o�ered by the TB Program Evaluation Network (TB PEN)

TB programs use program evaluation to promote program improvement and help move towards the goal of TB
elimination. The TB Program Evaluation Network (PEN) is a unique network of Program Evaluation Focal Points from each
state and some local TB programs. The mission of TB PEN is to develop and strengthen the capacity of state and local TB
programs to monitor and evaluate their programs and use �ndings to enhance the e�ectiveness of prevention and
control activities.

TB PEN works to strengthen program evaluation capacity among state and local TB
programs by hosting bi-monthly Open Forum Sessions. These hour-long virtual
sessions focus on relevant topics to TB PEN members. For example, TB focal points
recently described how they used Aggregate Reports for Tuberculosis Program
Evaluation (ARPE) data to inform program evaluation and improvement activities in
their jurisdictions. Other recent Open Forums o�ered tools and ideas that can be
used to enhance performance, monitoring, evaluation, and program improvement
activities, including:

The Economic Costing of Video DOT Programs: a DIY Tool for Local Health Departments

Utilizing NTIP for Performance Monitoring and Program Evaluation: Findings and Tips from TB Programs.

TB PEN plans to continue supporting evaluation capacity among TB programs by o�ering topics such as “Evaluation 101
Training” to help inform newer PEN Focal Points and serve as a refresher for others. Other upcoming topics may include:

Implementing and improving targeted testing and treatment: Latent TB infection (LTBI) presentations by state and city
TB programs

Community-based approaches to improve TB disease and latent TB infection care amongst disproportionately a�ected
populations

We invite you to join in future TB PEN Open Forums and participate in the TB PEN by emailing tbpen@cdc.gov.

Submitted by Tempest Hill, DrPH, MPH

Data Management, Statistics, and Evaluation Branch 

Laboratory Branch Achieves ISO17025 Reaccreditation

Laboratory Branch 

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/research/tbesc/default.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/programs/evaluation/default.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/programs/evaluation/ARPE.html
mailto:tbpen@cdc.gov


In early 2015, the Division of Tuberculosis Elimination’s Laboratory Branch was selected by CDC’s O�ce for Laboratory
Science and Safety (OLSS) as one of �ve pilot laboratories tasked with seeking accreditation to the International
Organization of Standardization (ISO) Standard 17025 for Testing and Calibration Laboratories. The laboratory obtained
accreditation to the standard in 2018. On March 17–18, 2022, Laboratory Branch successfully completed a full
reassessment by American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA). This included a review of purchasing,
customer satisfaction, communication, equipment maintenance, environmental controls, sample accessioning, technical
procedures, quality control, test reporting, training and competency, and direct observation of the test procedure under
scope (pyrosequencing). To maintain accreditation requires a high level of commitment, support, and e�ort from all
laboratory sta� members.

Submitted by Lois Diem

2022 National TB Conference

The 2022 National TB Conference (NTCA) hosted an in-person TB conference from
May 23 -26, 2022 in Rancho Mirage, California. The theme of the conference was
“TB Elimination: Back in Focus.” The agenda for this conference was curated to
provide TB-themed content with a refocus on public health and TB. Session topics
included new TB guidelines, TB during pregnancy, new arrivals in the United States,
as well as speci�c sessions for clinicians, nurses, and epidemiologists. Dr. Andrew
Vernon, former chief of DTBE’s Clinical Research Branch, received the Robert Koch
Award , which recognizes an outstanding contribution with a clinical,
epidemiological or academic focus by a TB researcher or TB research organization
working to eliminate TB. To learn more, visit the conference website .

Asian American and Paci�c Islander Heritage Month Twitter Storm

On May 27, 2022, the TB Elimination Alliance  hosted a Twitter Storm to raise
awareness about TB disease and latent TB infection during Asian Paci�c American
Heritage Month. Participants included the Association of Asian Paci�c Community
Health Organizations (AAPCHO) , the Asian & Paci�c Islander American Health
Forum (APIAHF) , the Hepatitis B Foundation , Stop TB USA , and others.
Overall, there were around 100 tweets and 29 participants in the Storm. To catch
up on the messages, search #TEAstorm22 on Twitter.

Highlights from Partners 
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TB Notes Subscription and Article Submission Process

To receive the TB Notes Newsletter, enter your email address at the bottom of the TB Notes webpage. If you would like to
submit an article or update in TB Notes, please email Kevin Crooks at qyd7@cdc.gov.

You can follow us on Twitter @CDC_TB and Facebook @CDCTB and sign up for email updates through Adobe Campaign.

Page last reviewed: June 21, 2022

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/newsletters/default.htm
mailto:qyd7@cdc.gov%20
http://www.twitter.com/CDC_TB
https://www.facebook.com/CDCTB/

