
Supplemental Table 1: Wording and coding of violence, suicide, and substance use-related behaviors and experiences questions – national 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey (2017 and 2019)

Risk Behaviors and
Experiences

Questionnaire Item Analytic Coding

In a physical fight During the past 12 months, how many times were you in a physical fight? 0 times vs. 1 or more 
times

In a physical fight on school 
property

During the past 12 months, how many times were you in a physical fight on school property? 0 times vs. 1 or more 
times

Threatened or injured with a 
weapon on school property

During the past 12 months, how many times has someone threatened or injured you with a weapon
such as a gun, knife, or club on school property?

0 times vs. 1 or more 
times

Were electronically bullied During the past 12 months, have you ever been electronically bullied? (Count being bullied 
through texting, Instagram, Facebook, or other social media.)

No vs. Yes

Were bullied on school 
property

During the past 12 months, have you ever been bullied on school property? No vs. Yes

Missed school because felt 
unsafe

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you not go to school because you felt you would 
be unsafe at school or on your way to or from school?

0 days vs. 1 or more 
days

Carried a weapon on school 
property

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you carry a weapon such as a gun, knife, or club 
on school property?

0 days vs. 1 or more 
days

Experienced sexual violence by
anyone

During the past 12 months, how many times did anyone force you to do sexual things that you did 
not want to do? (Count such things as kissing, touching, or being physically forced to have sexual 
intercourse.)

0 times vs. 1 or more 
times

Experienced sexual dating 
violence

During the past 12 months, how many times did someone you were dating or going out with 
force you to do sexual things that you did not want to do? (Count such things as kissing, touching, 
or being physically forced to have sexual intercourse.)

0 times vs. 1 or more 
times

Experienced physical dating 
violence

During the past 12 months, how many times did someone you were dating or going out with 
physically hurt you on purpose? (Count such things as being hit, slammed into something, or 
injured with an object or weapon.)

0 times vs. 1 or more 
times

Seriously considered 
attempting suicide

During the past 12 months, did you ever seriously consider attempting suicide? No vs. Yes

Attempted suicide During the past 12 months, how many times did you actually attempt suicide? 0 times vs. 1 or more 
times

Current binge drinking During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have 4 or more drinks of alcohol in a row, that
is, within a couple of hours (if you are female) or 5 or more drinks of alcohol in a row, that is, 
within a couple of hours (if you are male)?

0 days vs. 1 or more 
days

Current marijuana use During the past 30 days, how many times did you use marijuana? 0 times vs. 1 or more 
times



Lifetime prescription drug 
misuse

During your life, how many times have you taken prescription pain medicine without a doctor's 
prescription or differently than how a doctor told you to use it?

0 times vs. 1 or more 
times

Lifetime illicit drug use Calculated variable based upon responses to the following questions: heroin, cocaine, 
methamphetamines, synthetic marijuana, ecstasy, hallucinogenic drugs, and inhalants

 During your life, how many times have 
you sniffed glue, breathed the contents of aerosol spray cans, or inhaled any paints or 
sprays to get high?

 During your life, how many times have 
you used synthetic marijuana?

 During your life, how many times have 
you used any form of cocaine, including powder, crack, or freebase?

 During your life, how many times have 
you used heroin (also called smack, junk, or China White)?

 During your life, how many times have 
you used methamphetamines (also called speed, crystal meth, crank, ice, or meth)?

 During your life, how many times have 
you used ecstasy (also called MDMA or Molly)?

 During your life, how many times have 
you used hallucinogenic drugs, such as LSD, acid, PCP, angel dust, mescaline, or 
mushrooms?

0 times for all 
included questions vs.
1 or more times for at
least 1 of the included
questions

Offered or sold drugs on school
property

During the past 12 months, has anyone offered, sold, or given you an illegal drug on school 
property?

No vs. Yes


