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Note: Some numbers have been rounded.

Child Maltreatment

• In  2008, U.S. state and  local child pro tective services (CPS) 
received 3.3 m illion rep o rts  o f  ch ildren  be ing  abused  o r 
neg lected .1
• CPS estim ated  th a t 772,000 (10.3 p e r  1,000) o f  children  

w ere v ictim s o f  m altrea tm en t. A pproxim ately  three 
quarters  o f  th e m  h ad  n o  h is to ry  o f  p rio r v ictim ization.

• Seventy-one p e rcen t o f  the  ch ildren  w ere classified 
as v ictim s o f  child neglect; 16 p e rcen t as victim s o f  
physical abuse; 9 p e rcen t as victim s o f  sexual abuse; and  
7 p e rcen t as v ictim s o f  em otional abuse.

• A  non-C P S  study estim ated  th a t 1 in 5 U.S. children 
experience som e fo rm  o f  child m altreatm ent: 
approxim ately  1 p e rcen t w ere victim s o f  sexual assault;
4 p e rcen t w ere v ictim s o f  child neglect; 9 p e rcen t w ere 
v ictim s o f  physical abuse; and  12 p ercen t w ere victim s o f  
em otional abuse.2

Note: A  child is counted each time she or he is a subject o f a report, which means 
a child may be counted more than once as a victim o f child maltreatment.

Gender and Race 
Disparities among Children

In  2008, som e ch ildren  h ad  h igher rates o f  victim ization:
• A frican-A m erican  (16.6 p e r 1,000 children).
• A m erican  Ind ian  o r A laska N ative (13.9 p e r  1,000 

children).
• M ultiracial (13.8 p e r 1,000 children).1

O verall, rates o f  v ic tim ization  w ere slightly h igher for 
girls (10.8 p e r 1,000 children) than  boys (9.7 p e r  1,000 
ch ild ren).1

Characteristics of Perpetrators

M ost children  are m altreated  by the ir paren ts versus o th e r 
relatives o r  caregivers.1
P e rp e tra to rs  are typically less than  39 years o f  age.1
Fem ale p e rp e tra to rs, m ostly  m o thers , are typically younger 
th a n  m ale p e rp e tra to rs.1

Nonfatal Cases of Child Maltreatment

• In  2008, CPS rep o rted  the approxim ate rates o f  child 
m a ltrea tm en t victim s:

• 21.7 p e r 1,000 fo r infants less than  1 year old;
• 12.9 p e r 1,000 fo r 1 year-olds;
• 12.4 p e r 1,000 fo r 2 year-olds;
• 11.7 p e r 1,000 fo r 3 year-olds;
• 11.0 p e r 1,000 fo r 4 to  7 year-olds;
• 9.2 p e r  1,000 fo r 8 to  11 year-olds;
• 8.4 p e r  1,000 fo r 12 to  15 year-olds; and
• 5.5 p e r  1,000 fo r 16 to  17 year-olds.1

• N on-C P S  studies have rep o rted  h igher rates o f  nonfata l 
child m altrea tm en t cases, rang ing  fro m  15 to  43 p e r  1,000 
ch ild ren .3,4

Deaths from Child Maltreatment

In  2008, an  estim ated  1,740 children  ages 0 to  17 d ied  fro m  
abuse and  neg lect (rate o f  2.3 p e r 100,000 ch ild ren).1

• 80 p ercen t o f  deaths occu rred  am on g  ch ildren  younger 
than  age 4; 10 p ercen t am o n g  4-7 year-olds; 4 p ercen t 
am on g  8-11 year-olds; 4 p e rcen t am on g  12-15 year- 
olds; and  2 p e rcen t am on g  16-17 year-olds.

• 39%  o f  deaths w ere non-H ispan ic  W hite children.
• 30%  o f  deaths w ere A frican-A m erican  children.
• 16%  o f  deaths w ere H ispan ic children.
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