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2nd Booster Doses

 Some populations may receive a second booster dose using an mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine at least 4 months after the first booster dose

+

People ages 50 years 
and older

People ages 12 years 
and older who are 

moderately or severely 
immunocompromised

People ages 18 years 
and older who received 

Janssen as both 
primary and booster 

dose



2nd Booster Dose Product

 2nd booster dose should be an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine (i.e., Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna).

 Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine is not authorized for use as a second booster.
 Booster doses may be heterologous.

– Eligible people ages 12–17 years can only receive Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Vaccine.

 The dosage is the same as the first booster dose
– Pfizer-BioNTech (gray or purple cap): 0.3 mL (30 mcg)
– Moderna (red cap): 0.25 mL (50 mcg)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html



Emergency Use Authorization and Emergency Use 
Instructions

EUA1 EUI2

• People ages 50 years and older
• People ages 12 years and older 

who are moderately or 
severely immunocompromised

• People ages 18 years 
and older who 
received Janssen as 
both primary and 
booster dose

1https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
2https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/eui/index.html

http://1https:/www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
http://1https:/www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/eui/index.html


Emergency Use Instructions (EUI)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/eui/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/eui/index.html


Up to Date

 CDC recommends everyone get up to date with their COVID-19 
vaccinations.

 Being up to date means a person has received all recommended doses in 
their primary vaccine series, and a booster dose, when eligible. 

 Receipt of a second booster dose is not necessary to be considered up to 
date at this time.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html



Summary of Recommendations by Primary Series 
Product and Age
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(ages 5–11 years)

Pfizer-BioNTech 
(ages 12 years and 
older)

Moderna
(ages 18 years and 
older)

Janssen (J&J)
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Summary of Recommendations by Primary Series Product 
and Age, Moderately or Severely Immunocompromised
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Eligible People Who May Consider Getting the 2nd

Booster Dose As Soon As Possible

People with certain underlying medical conditions that increase the risk of 
severe COVID-19 illness

People who are moderately or severely immunocompromised

People who live with someone who is immunocompromised, at increased risk 
for severe disease, or who cannot be vaccinated due to age or 
contraindication

People at increased risk of exposure to SARS-CoV-2, such as through 
occupational, institutional, or other activities (e.g., travel or large gatherings)

People living or working in an area where the COVID-19 community level is 
medium or high



Eligible People Who May Consider Waiting to Receive 
a 2nd Booster Dose

People with recent SARS-CoV-2 infection within the past 3 months

People who may be hesitant about getting another recommended booster 
dose in the future, as a booster dose may be more important in the fall 
and/or if a variant-specific vaccine is needed.
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For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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