
Supplementary Box 1. Questions* in the National Health Interview Survey used to assess functional abilities, 
health needs, and related service use, 2014–2018 

Domain Measure 
Question on National Health 
Interview Survey, 2014–2018 

Abilities Limited ability to crawl, walk, run, 
or play 

Does (survey child) have an 
impairment or health problem that 
limits (his/her) ability to (crawl), 
walk, run, or play? 

Health needs Needs help with personal care Because of a physical, mental, or 
emotional problem, does (survey 
child) need the help of other 
persons with personal care needs, 
such as eating, bathing, dressing, or 
getting around inside this home?  

Needs special Equipment Does (survey child) have any 
impairment or health problem that 
requires (him/her) to use special 
equipment, such as a brace, a 
wheelchair, or a hearing aid 
(excluding ordinary eyeglasses or 
corrective shoes)? 

Received home health care During the past 12 months, did 
(survey child) receive care at home 
from a nurse or other health care 
professional? 

Took prescription medications for ≥ 
3 months 

Does (survey child) now have a 
problem for which (he/she) has 
regularly taken prescription 
medication for at least three 
months? 

Services Saw a mental health professional  During the past 12 months, have 
you seen or talked to any of the 
following health care providers 
about child's health? A mental 
health professional such as a 
psychiatrist, psychologist, 
psychiatric nurse, or clinical social 
worker?  

Saw a medical specialist During the past 12 months, have 
you seen or talked to any of the 
following health care providers 
about child's health? A medical 
doctor who specializes in a 
particular medical disease or 
problem (other than 
obstetrician/gynecologist, 
psychiatrist, or ophthalmologist)?  

Saw a therapist  During the past 12 months, have 
you seen or talked to any of the 
following health care providers 
about child's health? A physical 
therapist, speech therapist, 
respiratory therapist, audiologist, 
or occupational therapist? 

Received special education or EIS  Do you/Does/Do any of these 
family members, * Read names (fill 
roster of persons less than age 18) 
receive special educational or EIS? 

Abbreviation: EIS = early intervention services. 

* These questions, although not equivalent, were chosen to be consistent with the Children with Special Health Care Needs 
Screener created and used by the Heath Resources and Services Administration, Maternal and Child Health Bureau. 

 


