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It’s critical that K-12 schools implement safety measures to keep schools open and
students and staff healthy and safe from COVID-19. One key measure is regular COVID-19
testing in schools.

When used with vaccination, physical distancing, and properly wearing a mask, regular
COVID-19 testing in schools can:

Help reduce community spread of COVID-19, keeping schools open and students in
classrooms, and protecting students and staff.

Serve as an early warning to help schools identify COVID-19 cases early and stop an outbreak before it starts.

Provide access to COVID-19 tests for families who may not be able to get them otherwise.

Increase confidence among students, parents, and school staff around continuing in-person learning and other
activities.

CDC urges you to implement COVID-19 testing programs at schools within your district and support and encourage
program participation among parents and staff.

•

•
•
•

 Learn more about Testing for COVID-19 in Schools

Find tools and resources to start and support school-based testing:

CDC’s Communication Toolkit for Schools: Letters, FAQs, social media posts, posters, and flyers to reach parents
and educators

ELC Reopening Schools: Resources to launch and maintain a school testing program, including details on available
funding for your jurisdiction

Open and Safe Schools : Toolkit to support state and public health leaders and school leaders in starting or
continuing testing programs (from the Shah Family Foundation)

Rockefeller Foundation’s K-12 Playbook : Detailed, step-by-step guidance to design and start or continue testing
programs in schools

•

•

• 

• 

Communication Toolkit for Schools

This toolkit includes materials that school administrators can use to help promote regular COVID-19 testing programs
and encourage participation among parents, students, and school staff. Many of these materials are customizable and
can be adapted according to the school’s needs.

COVID-19

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/what-you-should-know.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dpei/elc/covid-response/index.html#resources
https://www.openandsafeschools.org/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/report/covid-19-testing-in-k-12-settings-a-playbook-for-educators-and-leaders/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html


 For STLT Health Departments, Visit the Communication Resource Center for additional customizable school COVID-
19 testing materials.


Customizable Letters and Q&As

Letters

Letters explaining school testing for parents and staff.

Letter for Parents

Letter for Staff

Questions & Answers

Sample Q&As to answer questions on school testing
from parents and staff.

FAQs for Parents

FAQs for Staff

Sample Social Media

Sample social media messages and graphics targeting parents and school staff. School districts and health departments
can adapt these messages for their locations and needs.

See social media messages and graphics

Printable Posters & Flyers
Sample posters and flyers targeting parents, students, and school staff

https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/collab-space/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/letters-for-schools.html#Parents
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/letters-for-schools.html#Staff
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/q-and-a-school-testing.html#Parents
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/q-and-a-school-testing.html#Staff
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/social-media-graphics.html


COVID-19 School Testing (Flyer):
Flyer for teachers with information on school COVID-19 testing programs.


File details: 7 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVIDSchoolTesting_CampaignAssets_Flyers-04.pdf


Why I Support School Testing (Poster):
Poster for school administrators promoting COVID-19 testing at school.


File details: 4 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_CovidSchoolTesting_Testimonials_Poster-Administrators_NoMarks.pdf


Why I Support School COVID-19 Testing (Poster):
Poster for parents promoting COVID-19 testing at school


File details: 1 MB, 1 page




View PDF in:

English 
Recess Is More Fun With Friends (Poster):
Poster for parents promoting COVID-19 testing at school.


File details: 1 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 

Spanish





P.E. Is More Fun With Friends (Poster):
Poster for students promoting COVID-19 testing at school.


File details: 7 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 

Spanish





https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_CovidSchoolTesting_Testimonials_Poster-Parents_NoMarks.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC-COVIDSchoolTesting-CampaignAssets-Posters-01.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVID-School-Testing_Poster_SPAN_Parents-1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC-COVIDSchoolTesting-CampaignAssets-Posters-02.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVIDSchoolTesting_Poster_SPAN_Parents-2.pdf


School is Better at School (Poster):
Poster for parents promoting COVID-19 testing at school.


File details: 1 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 


School is Better at School (Poster):
Poster for teachers promoting COVID-19 testing at school.


File details: 1 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC-COVIDSchoolTesting-CampaignAssets-Posters-03.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC-COVIDSchoolTesting-CampaignAssets-Posters-04.pdf


School is More Fun with Friends (Poster):
Poster for students promoting COVID-19 testing at school.


File details: 5 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 

Spanish





It’s More Fun Playing With Friends (Poster):
Poster for students promoting COVID-19 testing at school.


File details: 3 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 

Spanish





https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC-COVIDSchoolTesting-CampaignAssets-Posters-05.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVIDSchoolTesting_Poster_SPAN_Students-1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC-COVIDSchoolTesting-CampaignAssets-Posters-06.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVIDSchoolTesting_Poster_SPAN_Students-2.pdf


School COVID-19 Testing Program (Flyer):
Flyer for parents with information on school COVID-19 testing programs.


File details: 2 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 

Spanish





School COVID-19 Testing Program (Flyer):
Flyer for school staff with information on school COVID-19 testing programs.


File details: 1 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVIDSchoolTesting_CampaignAssets_Flyers-01.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVIDSchoolTesting_Flyer_SPAN_Parents-1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVIDSchoolTesting_CampaignAssets_Flyers-02.pdf


You Don’t Want Kids Bringing COVID-19 Home (Flyer):
Flyer for parents with information on school COVID-19 testing programs.


File details: 5 MB, 1 page

View PDF in:

English 

Spanish





Related Pages

K-12 Schools Guidance›

Testing Strategies for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12

Schools
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Testing Strategies for SARS-CoV-2›

Considerations for Case Investigation and Contact

Tracing in K-12 Schools and Institutions of Higher
Education (IHEs)
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Types of Masks›

More Information

Open and Safe Schools

Understanding the Value and Feasibility of Routine COVID-
19 Testing in Schools

New Evidence for Safely Reopening K-12 Schools: Testing
Can Reduce Infections and Increase Confidence

Rockefeller’s K-12 Playbook

Case Study Video

When to Test – COVID-19 Testing Impact Calculator

When to Test – K-12 Playbook
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVIDSchoolTesting_CampaignAssets_Flyers-03.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/docs/CDC_COVID-School-Testing_Flyer_SPAN_Parents-2.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#anchor_1625662107144
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/sars-cov2-testing-strategies.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/contact-tracing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-masks.html
https://www.openandsafeschools.org/
https://www.mathematica.org/blogs/understanding-the-feasibility-and-value-of-routine-covid-19-testing-in-schools
https://www.mathematica.org/news/research-supported-by-the-rockefeller-foundation-strengthens-the-evidence-base-for-reopening-k-12
https://hattaway.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f91cc98aabcaf4c0e308a79e2&id=254fde105b&e=ef925c2f44
https://hattaway.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f91cc98aabcaf4c0e308a79e2&id=334121675f&e=ef925c2f44
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhentotest.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKristen.Dickerson%40odh.ohio.gov%7Ccff51f5eb90a444f154308d927813803%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C1%7C637584258231160896%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=rd1QptzlhhGate8aMFKzmQYwAy6TrA4eoqv67T6c5W8%3D&reserved=0
https://whentotest.org/k-12

