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About 1 in 500 infants is born with or develops hearing loss

during early childhood. Hearing loss has many causes: some are
genetic (that is, caused by a baby’s genes) or non-genetic (such
as certain infections the mother has during pregnancy, or infections
the newborn baby has). A combination of genetic and non-genetic
factors also can cause hearing loss. For many babies, the cause
of hearing loss is unknown.

This booklet answers many of the questions that families have about
the causes of hearing loss, including genetic causes. For some of
the topics, more extensive details are given in the shaded boxes.




About The Causes of Hearing Loss

What are the types of hearing loss? There are many different ways
to talk about the different types of hearing loss.

(1 One way is based on whether or not a baby is born with hearing
loss. If the baby is born with hearing loss it is called congenital.
If the hearing loss occurs after the baby is born it is called acquired.

(1 Another way depends on whether or not the hearing loss gets
worse over time. Hearing loss that gets worse over time is called
progressive. Hearing loss that does not change is called
non-progressive.

(1 Athird way depends on whether or not other symptoms are
present; that is, is it syndromic or non-syndromic.

(1 A fourth way depends on whether or not hearing loss runs
in the family. If it does, it is called familial; if it does not it is sporadic

1 Afifth way is based on where in the ear the hearing loss occurs.
If the loss occurs in the outer or middle ear it is conductive. If it
occurs in the inner ear it is sensorineural. If the loss occurs in both
areas it is mixed.

A Diagram of the External (E),
Middle (M), and Inner (I) Ear

Drawing by: S. Blatrix
© Centre Régional d'Imagerie Cellulaire. Used with persmission.
www.iurc.montp.inserm.fr/cric/audition/english/ear/fear.htm











































































