
Cleveland’s Lead Safe 
Home Fund 

Pairing Smart Policies with Nimble, Equitable, and Easy-to-
Access Supports 



Agenda 

• Introductions 
• Lead exposure in Cleveland 
• History of the Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition 
• Cleveland’s lead ordinance 
• Implementation of the law + the Lead Safe Home Fund 

• Lead Safe Resource Center 
• Lead Safe Home Loans + Grants 

• Looking ahead 
• Discussion 



Cleveland’s lead crisis 

• CWRU studies underscore effects of lead 
exposure are long-term and cumulative 

• Children with EBLLs are: 
• 27% less likely to be on-track for 

kindergarten 
• 25-30% more likely to enter the juvenile 

justice system 
• 34% more likely to be incarcerated as 

adults 
• Up to 50% more likely to rely on public 

assistance programs by age 23 



Legacy of historical disinvestment 



An inclusive, public-
private partnership 

committed to making 
Cleveland lead safe 

– 

Over 500 members 
believe that no child 

should ever be 
poisoned by lead 
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Public Health Crisis with a 
Housing Solution 



Cleveland’s Lead Ordinance 



Ordinance overview 

• Proactive rental inspection 
• Lead-Safe Certification with 2-year renewal 

• Clearance examination or lead risk assessment 
• Private, third-party inspections + home repair 

• Evaluation and protection against unintended 
consequences 

• Oversight 
• Lead Safe Advisory Board 
• Lead Safe Housing Action Board 
• Lead Screening + Testing Commission 
• Lead Safe Auditor 



Lead Safe Home Fund 

• First-of-its-kind fund + replicable model to support 
property owners and families to achieve lead safety 

• Lead Safe Resource Center 
• Lead Safe Home Loans + Grants 

• 5-year, $99.4 million target budget 
• National RFQ to select administrators 



Lead Safe Resource Center 

One-stop-shop for lead poisoning prevention 
• Lead Safe Certification navigation 

• Virtual landlord workshops 
• Referrals to financial assistance 
• Workforce + DIY training 
• Lead safe hotline 
• Community outreach + organizing 
• Resident + landlord education 



Organizing + outreach 



   



Lead Safe Home Loans + Grants 

Assist property owners to make 
lead-safe home repairs 

• Home loans 
• Grants 
• Incentives for Lead Safe 

Certification 

Key tenets 
• Comprehensive + targeted 
• Accountability + equity 



Continuum of products 

Offered Products 
• Grants of up to $7,000 to cover 90% of project costs for low-

income landlords 
• Loans between $1,500 and $7,500 
• Cash incentives of $500 to all borrowers 

Current Metrics 
• Engaged with over 700 landlords 
• Over $870,000 allocated to current projects 



Public + private investments 

• Public sector: City of Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, State
of Ohio

• Philanthropy: Grants + PRI
• Private Sector: Health systems, MCOs, banks, CDFIs,

corporations



Thanks so much! 



Get in touch! 

Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition 
www.leadsafecle.org 
info@leadsafecle.org 
Lead safe hotline: 866-601-LEAD 
@LeadSafeCLE 

Daniel Cohn 
Vice President, Strategy 
Mt. Sinai Health Foundation 
daniel.cohn@mtsinaifoundation.org 

http://www.leadsafecle.org/
mailto:info@leadsafecle.org
mailto:daniel.cohn@mtsinaifoundation.org
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