
Healthcare and Social Assistance Program PPOP
What are our priorities?

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) Healthcare and Social Assistance (HCSA)
Program prevents occupational injury and illness, while optimizing workers’ health and well-being through a
range of efforts and partnerships. Partners include industry, labor, trade associations, professional
organizations, and academia. The program seeks to:

Improve worker health and well-being and prevent injury and illness through interventions to improve work
organization, safety culture, and wellness.

Reduce outcomes such as stress, anxiety, depression, fatigue, burnout, substance use disorder, and suicide.

Prevent injuries from lifting, falls, sharp instruments, and other physical hazards.

Interrupt transmission of bloodborne and respiratory pathogens and drug-resistant organisms.

Minimize exposure to substances associated with risk for cancer, adverse reproductive outcomes, dermal
diseases, and work-related asthma.

Reduce injuries associated with violent acts, especially among home care workers and workers

in non-standard work arrangements.

What do we do?

Conduct surveillance for work-related deaths,
injuries, diseases, and risk factors. Provide
findings to the research community, employers,
workers, and other stakeholders to guide
research and prevention efforts.

Address knowledge gaps and barriers to develop
effective prevention strategies. Examples include
determining risk factors for disease transmission
and injury mechanisms.

Develop and demonstrate effective prevention
methods. Make recommendations for use by


 professional organizations, employers, workers,
and government agencies.
Disseminate useful prevention strategies for all
HCSA workers. Reduce disparities through
outreach to higher-risk, underserved, and
disproportionately affected HCSA worker
populations.

Demonstrate the strong connection between
worker safety and patient safety and the
effectiveness of preventive interventions in
improving outcomes for both workers and
patients.

What have we accomplished?

Characterized airborne exposures at a dental
clinic through a health hazard evaluation.

Examined associations between handling
antineoplastic drugs, use of exposure controls,
and miscarriage risk among nurses.

Described risk of needlestick injuries and
prevention strategies at COVID–19 vaccination
sites in a NIOSH Science Blog.

Provided guidance to healthcare facilities on how
to optimize personal protective


 equipment (PPE) supplies during COVID-19,
including a PPE Tracker App and Burn Rate
Calculator to help track PPE inventory and use.

Described characteristics of 9,282 healthcare
personnel diagnosed with COVID-19 during
February–April 2020.

Recognized the International Year of the Nurse
and Midwife with a blog series. The series
received over 22,000 views and 54 comments.

What’s next?

Analyze data collected at the onset of the COVID-
19 pandemic documenting healthcare personnel
confidence in PPE.

Initiate efforts under the American Rescue Plan
Act of 2021 to improve mental health and well-
being of HCSA workers.

Evaluate the mental health outcomes among
nurses during COVID-19.

Describe all-cause mortality of over 49,000 U.S.
dentists who died during 1979–2018.


 Develop and test an ultraviolet germicidal
irradiation disinfection system for use on full-
facepiece respirators between uses.

Describe all-cause mortality of 11,620 U.S.
veterinarians who died during 1979–2015.

Characterize noise levels produced by MRI
scanners during imaging.

Support CDC’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Mention of any company or product does not constitute
endorsement by the National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

At-A-Glance

The mission of the Healthcare & Social Assistance
Program is to eliminate occupational diseases,
injuries, & fatalities & optimize workers’ health &
well-being in HCSA industries. The HCSA Program
covers human & veterinary healthcare & social
assistance services across a broad range of settings
such as hospitals, clinics, nursing & private homes,
& child day care. This snapshot shows recent
accomplishments & upcoming work.”
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https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/hhe/reports/pdfs/2019-0134-3375.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1047279720303483?via%3Dihub
https://www2a.cdc.gov/nioshtic-2/BuildQyr.asp?s1=nassan&f1=AU&Startyear=&terms=3&Adv=1&ct=&B1=Search&Limit=500&Sort=M%5FID&whichdate=DP&D1=10&EndYear=&PageNo=1&RecNo=1&View=f&
https://blogs.cdc.gov/niosh-science-blog/2021/03/02/needlestick-prevention/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/ppe/ppeapp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/burn-calculator.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6915e6.htm
https://blogs.cdc.gov/niosh-science-blog/2020/02/25/year-of-the-nurse/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/safe-proper-sharps-disposal.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/safe-proper-sharps-disposal.pdf

