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I .  INTRODUCTION

The  P a r a g u a y  C o n t r a c e p t i v e  P r e v a l e n c e  S u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  i n  M a r c h  a n d  

A p r i l  1 9 7 7  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  s a m p l e  o f  women o n  c o n t r a ­

c e p t i v e  u s e ,  s o u r c e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  h i s t o r y  o f  a b o r t i o n ,  c u r r e n t  

p r e g n a n c y  i n t e n t i o n ,  a n d  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s .  T h i s  s u r v e y  m a k e s  i t  p o s s i b l e ,  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  a c t i v e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s  

i n  P a r a g u a y ,  b o t h  t h o s e  u s i n g  o r g a n i z e d  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  

t h o s e  o b t a i n i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r .  B e c a u s e  

v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  u n r e l i a b l e  i n  P a r a g u a y ,  t h e  s u r v e y  

p r o v i d e s  t h e  f i r s t  e s t i m a t e  o f  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  f o r  P a r a g u a y  s i n c e  t h e  

1 9 7 2  c e n s u s .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  s u r v e y  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

p r e v i o u s  e s t i m a t e s ,  f e r t i l i t y  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  i n  P a r a g u a y ,  a b o u t  6 

c h i l d r e n  p e r  woman o n  t h e  a v e r a g e .  C o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e  i s  l o w ;  a b o u t  o n e -  

f o u r t h  o f  e v e r y  m a r r i e d  woman 15 t o  44  r e p o r t e d  u s i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

m e t h o d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  a r e a  

w a s  f o u n d  t o  h a v e  a  much l o w e r  b i r t h  r a t e  a n d  mu ch  h i g h e r  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  

c o n t r a c e p t i o n  t h a n  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w i d e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f e r t i l i t y  a n d  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  G r e a t e r  

A s u n c i o n  a r e a  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n e e d  f o r  

p u b l i c  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  p r o g r a m  s e r v i c e s ,  w h e t h e r  d e f i n e d  b y  h i g h  f e r t i l i t y  

o r  b y  r e s p o n s e s  t o  s u r v e y  q u e s t i o n s  o n  p r e g n a n c y  i n t e n t i o n  a n d  c u r r e n t  

c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e ,  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .

I I .  SURVEY METHODOLOGY

Th e  19 7 7  C o n t r a c e p t i v e  P r e v a l e n c e  S u r v e y  w a s  a m u l t i - s t a g e  a r e a  p r o b ­

a b i l i t y  s u r v e y .  T h e  s a m p l e  w a s  c o m p o s e d  o f  2 s t r a t a  f o r  w h i c h  s e p a r a t e



s a m p l i n g  f r a m e s  e x i s t e d .  The  f i r s t  s t r a t u m  i n c l u d e d  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  

a r e a  o f  A s u n c i o n - ,  t h e  c a p i t o l  c i t y ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  G r a n  A s u n c i o n .  The  

s e c o n d  s t r a t u m  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  e a s t  o f  t h e  P a r a g u a y  

R i v e r ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  t e r m e d  t h e  " I n t e r i o r . "  Th e  r e g i o n  w e s t  o f  t h e  

P a r a g u a y  R i v e r ,  known a s  t h e  C h a c o ,  c o n t a i n s  o n l y  3% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  

w a s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  b e c a u s e  a c c e s s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  c o s t l y .  I n  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  t h a t  f o l l o w s ,  u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  

a r e  s o m e t i m e s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  b u t  t h e s e  d o  n o t  p r e s e n t  s e p a r a t e  s t r a t a ,  o n l y  

a  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t y p e  o f  a r e a .

B e c a u s e  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  w a s  o v e r s a m p l e d  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e s  45% o f  t h e  t o t a l  

s a m p l e ,  b u t  o n l y  a b o u t  25% o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  s a m p l i n g  p r o b a b i l ­

i t i e s  a r e  n o t  e q u a l  i n  t h e  2 s t r a t a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s i n c e  o n l y  1 woman p e r  

h o u s e h o l d  w a s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  i n t e r v i e w ,  e a c h  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f

i
s e l e c t i o n  i s  i n v e r s e l y  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e l i g i b l e  r e s p o n d e n t s  

i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d .  I n  o r d e r  t o  m ake  e s t i m a t e s  o f  p r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  m e a n s ,  

w e i g h t i n g  f a c t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  a p p l i e d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e s e  u n e q u a l  p r o b a b i l ­

i t i e s .  I n  t h e  t a b l e s  t h a t  f o l l o w ,  p e r c e n t a g e s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  w e i g h t e d

I
n u m b e r  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  u n w e i g h t e d  n u m b e r  o f  c a s e s  a r e  s h o w n .

The  i n t e r v i e w  s t a t u s  b y  a r e a  i s  s h o w n  i n  T a b l e  1 f o r  t h e  2 , 9 5 4  h o u s e ­

h o l d s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y .  Of 2 , 3 0 9  women b e t w e e n  15 a n d  44 y e a r s  o f  

a g e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n t e r v i e w ,  i n t e r v i e w s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  f o r  

2 , 0 4 8  women ( 8 8 . 7 % ) .  I n t e r v i e w  c o m p l e t i o n  r a t e s  r a n g e  f r o m  90% i n  G r a n  

A s u n c i o n  t o  86% i n  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a s  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .

T a b l e  2 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  women i n  t h i s  s u r v e y  

c o r r e s p o n d  v e r y  c l o s e l y  t o  t h o s e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  c e n s u s  5 y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  

T h e r e  i s  some d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  b i r t h s  b y  a g e  o f  m o t h e r  i n
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t h e  l a s t  y e a r ,  w i t h  t h e  s u r v e y  f i n d i n g  a  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

b i r t h s  i n  t h e  15 t o  19 y e a r  o l d  a g e  g r o u p  a n d  a l o w e r  p e r c e n t a g e  a t  a g o  

g r o u p  30  t o  3 4 .  I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  w h i c h  d a t a  s o u r c e  i s  i n  e r r o r  

s i n c e  t h e  c e n s u s  i t s e l f  h a s  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d  t o  h a v e  a n  u n d e r c o u n t  o f  a b o u t  

9% ( 1 ) .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  r e f l e c t  r e c e n t  f e r t i l i t y  

d e c l i n e  a t  o l d e r  a g e  g r o u p s ,  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  t h e  

c e n s u s  i s ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  q u i t e  c l o s e .

I n  t h e  t h i r d  p a n e l  o f  T a b l e  2 ,  t h e  p e r c e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  women b y  

m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  i s  c o m p a r e d .  A g a i n ,  t h e  s u r v e y  i s  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c e n s u s  

r e s u l t s ,  b u t  t h e  s u r v e y  h a s  a  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women m a r r i e d  a n d  

f e w e r  s i n g l e .  T h i s  may b e  a  t y p e  o f  e r r o r  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  a  s u r v e y  i n  

w h i c h  m o r e  m o b i l e  s i n g l e  women a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m i s s e d .  As t h e  l a s t  

p a n e l  o f  T a b l e  2 s h o w s ,  t h e  p e r c e n t  i n  u n i o n  i s  h i g h e r  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  a t  

e v e r y  a g e  g r o u p .

B u t  o v e r a l l ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  women i n  t h e  s u r v e y  a r e  q u i t e  c l o s e  

t o  t h e  c e n s u s  r e s u l t s .  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  w i t h  t h e  1 9 7 2  c e n s u s  i s  

t r e a t e d  i n  m o r e  d e t a i l  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t  ( 2 ) .

I I I .  DEMOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND

F o r  P a r a g u a y ,  2 d e m o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  s t a n d  o u t .  F i r s t ,  i t  i s  c h a r a c ­

t e r i z e d  b y  a  h i g h  r a t e  o f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  r e l a t e d  t o  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  t h a t  

h a v e  b e e n  d e c l i n i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s ,  a n d  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  r e ­

m a i n e d  h i g h .  S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  i s  a  w i d e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  r a t e  o f  f e r t i l i t y  

b e t w e e n  t h e  G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  a r e a  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  B e c a u s e  

b o t h  b i r t h s  a n d  d e a t h s  a r e  s e r i o u s l y  u n d e r - r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  v i t a l  r e g i s t r a ­

t i o n  s y s t e m ,  v i t a l  r e c o r d s  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  e s t i m a t e  v i t a l  r a t e s  i n  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  f a s h i o n  ( 3 ) .  R a t h e r ,  b i r t h  a n d  d e a t h  r a t e s  m u s t  b e  e s t i m a t e d  f r o m

3



s u r v e y  a n d / o r  c e n s u s  d a t a .  T h e  J 9 7 2  c e n s u s  a n d  th<‘ 1 9 7 7  C o n t r a c e p t i v e  

P r e v a l e n c e  S u r v e y  a r e  t h e  o n l y  s o u r c e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  f e r t i l i t y  d a t a  f o r  

r e c e n t  y e a r s .

E s t i m a t e s  o f  c r u d e  d e a t h  r a t e s  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  l i f e  a t  b i r t h ,  a s  

sh ow n  i n  T a b l e  3 ,  b o t h  i n d i c a t e  t h e  i m p r o v i n g  m o r t a l i t y  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  

p a s t  d e c a d e s ,  w i t h  c r u d e  d e a t h  r a t e s  i n  1 9 7 2  s t a n d i n g  a t  h a l f  t h e  1 9 5 0  

r a t e .  E v i d e n c e  f o r  b i r t h  r a t e  d e c l i n e  i s  m o r e  a m b i g u o u s .  The  a v a i l a b l e  

e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  a  d e c l i n e  i n  c r u d e  b i r t h  r a t e  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 6 0  d e c a d e  f r o m  

t h e  m i d - 4 0 ' s  ( p e r  1 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n )  t o  p e r h a p s  4 0 ,  a n d  a b o u t  a  10% d e c l i n e  

i n  t h e  t o t a l  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e  f r o m  a  r a t e  o f  6 . 6  t o  6 . 0  c h i l d r e n  p e r  woman.  

T h i s  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  v i t a l  r a t e s  r e s u l t s  i n  a  r a t e  o f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  

a b o u t  3%, e n o u g h  t o  d o u b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  s i z e  i n  l e s s  t h a n  25 y e a r s .

T h e  1 9 7 7  s u r v e y  w a s  d e s i g n e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  m e a s u r e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  p r e v ­

a l e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  s a m p l e  i s  n o t  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  m a k e  p r e c i s e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  

d e m o g r a p h i c  r a t e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  i n f e r  a  t r e n d  i n  

f e r t i l i t y  b y  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  w i t h  c e n s u s  r e s u l t s .  A l s o ,  t h e  2 s o u r c e s  

o f  d a t a  a r e  b a s e d  o n  d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d s  o f  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  e a c h  o f  w h i c h  

c o n t a i n s  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t  e r r o r s .  H o w e v e r ,  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  

t h e  c e n s u s  d a t a  u s i n g  t h e  "own c h i l d r e n "  m e t h o d o l o g y  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  

P a r a g u a y a n  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  s u g g e s t e d  some d o w n w a r d  m o v e m e n t  o f  f e r t i l i t y  

b e t w e e n  1 9 6 6  a n d  1 9 7 2  ( 4 ) .  An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  1977  s u r v e y ,  s h o w n  i n  

T a b l e  4 ,  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  r e c e n t  f e r t i l i t y  d e c l i n e .

Th e  m e t h o d  u s e d  h e r e  t o  s t u d y  r e c e n t  f e r t i l i t y  t r e n d s  i s  t o  c o m p a r e  

t h e  o b s e r v e d  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  e v e r  b o r n  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  e x p e c t e d  i f  t h e  

e s t i m a t e d  a g e - s p e c i f i c  b i r t h  r a t e s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  h a d  r e m a i n e d  c o n ­

s t a n t  ( 5 ) .  T h i s  m e t h o d  u s e s  t e c h n i q u e s  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  t h e  " B r a s s "  m e t h o d
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o f  e s t i m a t i n g  f e r t i l i t y  ( 6 ) .  The  o b s e r v e d  a n d  e x p e c t e d  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  

e v e r  b o r n ,  s h o w n  i n  T a b l e  4 ,  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  t h e  s am e  a s  i n  t h e  " B r a s s "  

m e t h o d .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  P a r a g u a y  S u r v e y ,  T a b l e  4 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  

o b s e r v e d  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  e v e r  b o r n  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d  a t  e v e r y  

a g e ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  a n  8% t o  a  27% d i f f e r e n c e .  Some o f  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  c o u l d  

b e  d u e  t o  e r r o r s  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  d a t e  o f  m o s t  r e c e n t  b i r t h ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i n  a l l  c a s e s  o b s e r v e d  c u m u l a t i v e  f e r t i l i t y  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d ,  

c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  s u r v e y  f i n d i n g  t h a t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  some s e g m e n t s  

o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  u s i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  may b e  d u e  t o  f e r t i l i t y  d e c l i n e .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  

f o r  G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  w h e r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  m u c h  g r e a t e r  (16% t o  7 4 % ) .

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  a n y  r e c e n t  d e c l i n e ,  a l l  e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  o v e r a l l  

f e r t i l i t y  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  i n  P a r a g u a y ,  a t  a  r a t e  o f  a r o u n d  6 c h i l d r e n  

p e r  woman.  Th e  c r u d e  b i r t h  r a t e  o f  a b o u t  4 0  p e r  1 , 0 0 0  i s  n o t  f a r  b e l o w  

" n a t u r a l  f e r t i l i t y "  l e v e l s  o f  45  t o  50  p e r  1 , 0 0 0  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  l i t t l e  

o r  n o  d e l i b e r a t e  f e r t i l i t y  c o n t r o l  i s  p r a c t i c e d  (7^) a n d  i s  mu ch  h i g h e r  t h a n

t h e  r a t e  o f  l e s s  t h a n  20 p e r  1 , 0 0 0  i n  m o s t  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s .

A l t h o u g h  n a t i o n a l  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  P a r a g u a y  r e v e a l  h i g h  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s ,  

t h e r e  a r e  w i d e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  1 9 7 7  s u r v e y  d a t a  on

c u m u l a t i v e  f e r t i l i t y  s h o w n  i n  T a b l e  5 i n d i c a t e s  6 . 7  t o  7 . 0  c h i l d r e n  e v e r

b o r n  o v e r a l l  t o  women o v e r  a g e  4 0 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  a b o u t  

3 t o  4 c h i l d r e n  b e t w e e n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

As t h e  t a b l e  s h o w s ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  s i m i l a r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  women who 

h a v e  a n d  h a v e  n o t  c o m p l e t e d  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l .
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P e r i o d  f e r t i l i t y  m e a s u r e s  c a l c u l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  s u r v e y  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  

e v e n  m o r e  e x t r e m e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  b i r t h  r a t e s  i n  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  y e a r  

( T a b l e  6 ) .  T o t a l  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  r a n g e  f r o m  2 . 4  t o  7 . 2  b i r t h s  p e r  woman 

i n  1 9 7 6  b e t w e e n  G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  a n d  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ;  c r u d e  b i r t h  r a t e s  

r a n g e  f r o m  22 t o  43  b i r t h s  p e r  1 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n .  O t h e r  d a t a  f r o m  t h i s  

s u r v e y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  44% o f  m a r r i e d  women i n  t h e  G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  a r e a  

a r e  u s i n g  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a  c r u d e  b i r t h  

r a t e  i n  t h e  u p p e r  2 0 ' s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  r e g r e s s i o n  m o d e l  ( 8 ) .  Due t o  

t h e  h i g h  i n c i d e n c e  o f  a b o r t i o n  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  i n  t h e  G r e a t e r  

A s u n c i o n  a r e a ,  a  c r u d e  b i r t h  r a t e  a s  l o w  a s  22 p e r  1 , 0 0 0  i s  c e r t a i n l y  

p l a u s i b l e .  The  1 9 7 2  c e n s u s  f o u n d  u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  a  s i m i l a r  

m a g n i t u d e  a s  t h e  s u r v e y ,  b u t  n o t  q u i t e  a s  l a r g e  ( 9 ) .  Fro m t h i s  c o m p a r i s o n  

we h a v e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  f e r t i l i t y  v a r i a t i o n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  

s u r v e y  r e f l e c t s  r e a l  f e r t i l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  P a r a g u a y .

T h i s  u r b a n / r u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  p a t t e r n s  o f  c o n t r a ­

c e p t i v e  u s e  a n d  a b o r t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  l a t e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  

r e p o r t .  I t  i s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  t o  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e  

t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  c h i l d b e a r i n g - a g e d  women i n  u n i o n .  As 

T a b l e  7 s h o w s ,  t h e  p e r c e n t  i n  u n i o n  i s  l o w e r  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  a t  e v e r y  

a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g e s  2 0 - 2 9  w h e r e  f e r t i l i t y  i s  h i g h e s t .  O v e r a l l ,  48% 

o f  women 1 5 - 4 9  a r e  i n  u n i o n  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  c o m p a r e d  t o  64% o u t s i d e  t h e  

c a p i t o l .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  i s  n o  d o u b t  r e l a t e d  t o  a  n u m b e r  o f  f a c t o r s  o u t s i d e  

t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  s u c h  a s  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  women,  s t a b i l i t y  o f  

u n i o n s ,  a n d  r u r a l  t o  u r b a n  m i g r a t i o n  p a t t e r n s .
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IV .  CURRENT CONTRACEPTIVE USE

The  19 77  s u r v e y  f o u n d  t h a t  a b o u t  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women 

1 5 - 4 4  w e r e  u s i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n .  Use  w a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

h i g h e r  i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  A s u n c i o n  a n d  o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s  t h a n  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  

Women who w e r e  n o t  u s i n g  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  f e l l  i n t o  2 g r o u p s ,  t h o s e  

n o t  u s i n g  a n y t h i n g ,  a n d  t h o s e  e m p l o y i n g  i n e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s .  The  l a t t e r  g r o u p  

i s  a n  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t a r g e t  f o r  o r g a n i z e d  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  p r o g r a m s .

As T a b l e  8 s h o w s ,  15 .5 %  o f  a l l  women 1 5 - 4 4  a n d  2 3 .7 %  o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  

women w e r e  u s i n g  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  m e t h o d s .  The  m o s t  p r e v a l e n t  m e t h o d  

w a s  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  (10% o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  w o m e n ) , f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  IUD, 

s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,  w i t h d r a w a l ,  a n d  c o n d o m .  T h e  u r b a n / r u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  c o n ­

t r a c e p t i v e  u s e  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  f e r t i l i t y  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

s e c t i o n .  O v e r  40% o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women w e r e  u s i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  G r a n  

A s u n c i o n  a n d  o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  17% i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .

T he  u s e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  b y  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women i s  l o w e s t  b e l o w  a g e  

20 a n d  a b o v e  a g e  4 4 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  T a b l e  9 .  B e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  20  a n d  

4 4 ,  c u r r e n t  u s e  o f  e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s  i s  f a i r l y  c o n s t a n t  i n  a  r a n g e  o f  20% 

t o  29%. W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  women 4 0  y e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d  o l d e r ,  o r a l  c o n ­

t r a c e p t i v e s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  co m m o n ly  u s e d  m e t h o d  i n  e a c h  a g e  g r o u p .  E d u c a t i o n a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e  ( T a b l e  10 )  p a r a l l e l  f e r t i l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e s  

w i t h  a  r a n g e  o f  1 8 .9 %  u s i n g  a m ou ng  women w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  

a n d  47% u s i n g  amo ng  t h o s e  who h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n .

I n e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  common i n  P a r a g u a y ,  b e i n g  

u s e d  b y  7 .8% o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women. The  m o s t  p r e v a l e n t  o f  t h e s e  i s  " y u y o s "  

o r  n a t i v e  h e r b a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s .  T h i s  m e t h o d  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  

c o m m o n ly  u s e d  m e t h o d  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  ( 5 . 7 %  o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women) a f t e r
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o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s .  I t  i s  a c t u a l l y  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  common i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  

( 6 . 5 % )  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e .  L i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  y u y o s .  T h i s  m e t h o d  i s  

p r o b a b l y  r e l a t e d  t o  o t h e r  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  h e r b a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  t a k e n  a s  a  

t e a  a n d  b e l i e v e d  b y  t h e  u s e r  t o  p r e v e n t  c o n c e p t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  b e l i e v e d  

b y  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  P a r a g u a y a n  F a m i l y  P l a n n i n g  P r o g r a m  t o  h a v e  a n y  e f f e c t  

o n  f e r t i l i t y  a n d  a  s t u d y  i n  P e r u  r e v e a l s  n o  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  

h e r b a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  ( 1 0 ) .  The  w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  o f  t h i s  m e t h o d  

d o e s  i n d i c a t e  a  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e s i r e  t o  

l i m i t  f e r t i l i t y  a n d  i n  n e e d  o f  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  s e r v i c e s .

A s u b s t a n t i a l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n t e r v i e w e d  r e p o r t e d  " p r o l o n g e d  

l a c t a t i o n "  a s  a  m e t h o d — 1 2 .2 %  o f  a l l  women,  1 7 .8 %  o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women.

I f  l a c t a t i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  m e t h o d  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  m o s t  

p r e v a l e n t  m e t h o d  u s e d  i n  P a r a g u a y .  Use  o f  l a c t a t i o n  a s  a  m e t h o d  v a r i e s  

w i d e l y  f r o m  2% i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  t o  11% i n  o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s  t o  22% i n  r u r a l  

a r e a s .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  d u e  t o  l o w e r  u s e  o f  b r e a s t f e e d i n g  i n  A s u n c i o n ,  a n d  

a l s o  t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  u s e  o f  e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s  b y  b r e a s t f e e d i n g  women i n  t h e  

u r b a n  a r e a s .

I n  t h e  a g g r e g a t e ,  l a c t a t i o n  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  l o n g e r  a v e r a g e  p e r i o d  

a f t e r  a  b i r t h  b e f o r e  c o n c e p t i o n  c a n  t a k e  p l a c e  ( 1 1 ) .  W i d e s p r e a d  u s e  o f  

l a c t a t i o n  c a n ,  t h e n ,  d e p r e s s  t h e  b i r t h  r a t e  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  

i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e  a s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  b e c a u s e ,  i n  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e ,  o v u l a t i o n  c a n  r e t u r n  a t  a n y  t i m e  w h e t h e r  t h e  woman i s  

b r e a s t f e e d i n g  o r  n o t .  I n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  women w e r e  a s k e d  i f  t h e y  k n e w  a b o u t ,  

h a d  u s e d ,  o r  w e r e  c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  a n y  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  m e t h o d s  

i n c l u d i n g  p r o l o n g e d  l a c t a t i o n .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  c a t e g o r y ,  l a c t a t i o n ,



i n c l u d e s  women who w e r e  b r e a s t f e e d i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i n t e r v i e w  a n d  n o t  

u s i n g  a n o t h e r  m e t h o d  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  l a c t a ­

t i o n  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r e v e n t  c o n c e p t i o n .

I f  l a c t a t i o n  w e r e  b e i n g  c o n s c i o u s l y  p r o l o n g e d  t o  i n h i b i t  f e c u n d i t y  

b y  women r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  m e t h o d ,  o n e  m i g h t  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  a  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  women b r e a s t f e e d i n g  r e l a t i v e l y  o l d  c h i l d r e n .  As T a b l e  11 

i n d i c a t e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  women i n  t h i s  r a t e g o r y  (82%) h a d  h a d  

t h e i r  l a s t  l i v e  b i r t h  s i n c e  M a r c h  1 9 7 6 ,  a  y e a r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

t h i s  s u r v e y .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s i n c e  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  women h a v e  g i v e n  b i r t h  

f a i r l y  r e c e n t l y ,  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e m  a r e  p r o b a b l y  n o t  a t  i m m e d i a t e  

r i s k  o f  c o n c e p t i o n .

I n  a n y  c a s e ,  t h e s e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  l a c t a t i o n  i n  t h e  

c o n t e x t  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  p r e v a l e n c e  n e e d s  t o  b e  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e d .  W h e t h e r  

women who r e p o r t e d  p r o l o n g e d  l a c t a t i o n  a r e  c o n s c i o u s l y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  l i m i t  

f e r t i l i t y ,  o r  a r e  a p a t h e t i c  a n d  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  a t  r i s k ,  

m o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  a t  r i s k  o r  s o o n  w i l l  b e .  T h i s  g r o u p  h a s  much l e s s  p r e v i o u s  

e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  t h a n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  As 

T a b l e  12 i n d i c a t e s ,  8 . 0%  o f  women 1 5 - 4 4  h a d  u s e d  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  i n  t h e  

p a s t ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  2 . 8%  o f  l a c t a t i o n  u s e r s .  The  l a c t a t i o n  

u s e r s  d i d  h a v e  m o r e  p r e v i o u s  u s e  o f  y u y o s — 1 5 .6 %  v e r s u s  9 . 6 %  o f  a l l  women.  

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  how t h i s  g r o u p  i s  c l a s s i f i e d ,  t h e n ,  t h e y  s e e m  t o  b e  i n  n e e d  

o f  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  s e r v i c e s .

The  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  13 p l a c e s  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  p r e v a l e n c e  i n  P a r a g u a y  i n  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  w i t h  a  b i r t h  r a t e  s i m i l a r  t o  

P a r a g u a y ,  h a s  a b o u t  t h e  sa me  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c u r r e n t l y  m a r r i e d  women u s i n g  

c o n t r a c e p t i o n  a s  P a r a g u a y ,  22% v e r s u s  26%. T h e s e  2 c o u n t r i e s  s t a n d  i n



c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  70% o f  m a r r i e d  women b e i n g  p r o t e c t e d .

W h i l e  E l  S a l v a d o r  a n d  P a r a g u a y  h a v e  a b o u t  t h e  sa m e  a g g r e g a t e  l e v e l  o f  

c o v e r a g e ,  t h e  m o s t  p r e v a l e n t  m e t h o d s  i n  t h e  2 c o u n t r i e s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .

I n  P a r a g u a y ,  t h e  2 m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  a n d  

" o t h e r "  m e t h o d s ;  i n  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  a n d  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  a r e  

t h e  m o s t  p r e v e l a n t .  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  t h e n ,  h a s  a  m i x t u r e  o f  m e t h o d s  t h a t  h a v e  

b e e n  f o u n d  t o  h a v e  h i g h e r  e f f i c a c y  a n d  may h a v e  a  g r e a t e r  l o n g - t e r m  e f f e c t  

o n  t h e  b i r t h  r a t e  f o r  a  g i v e n  n u m b e r  o f  u s e r s .

V. SOURCE OF CONTRACEPTION

T h e  s u r v e y  p r o v i d e s  e s t i m a t e s  o f  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s  

o b t a i n i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  f r o m  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  p u b l i c  a n d  

p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c i e s  w i t h  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r i v a t e  p h y s i ­

c i a n s  a n d  p h a r m a c i e s  d e f i n e d  h e r e  a s  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r .  I t  w a s  f o u n d  

t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  p r o g r a m  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  

c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r  w a s  m o s t  i m ­

p o r t a n t  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n .

As T a b l e  14 s h o w s ,  5 9 .1 %  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  u s e  

o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m s  a s  t h e i r  s o u r c e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n .  Th e  M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h ,  

w i t h  45% o f  a l l  u s e r s ,  w a s  b y  f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  p r o v i d e r  o f  c o n t r a c e p ­

t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  A b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  a l l  u s e r s  o b t a i n e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  

i n  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r .

T h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r  w a s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  

G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  w i t h  53% o f  a l l  u s e r s .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  u s e r s  

u s e d  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m  s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  o n l y  a b o u t  o n e - f o u r t h  t h e  

c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r .  W i t h i n  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  a  s o m e w h a t  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t  u s e d
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c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  s u p p l i e d  b y  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a s  t h a n  i n  

r u r a l  a r e a s .  R e s u l t s  s h o w ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  l a r g e  

c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r  o u t s i d e  A s u n c i o n ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  c o n t r a ­

c e p t i v e  p r e v a l a n c e .  T a b l e  15 s h o w s  t h a t  o r a l s  a n d  IUDs a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  

b e  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m s  t h a n  o t h e r  m e t h o d s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  t h e  

c o nd om  a n d  o t h e r  n o n p r e s c r i p t i o n  m e t h o d s ,  f o r  w h i c h  p h a r m a c i e s  a r e  t h e  

l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  s o u r c e .

V I .  NUMBER OF WOMEN CURRENTLY CONTRACEPTING THROUGH ORGANIZED PROGRAMS:

SURVEY DATA COMPARED TO PROGRAM DATA

Th e  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  p r o v i d e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  women c u r ­

r e n t l y  c o n t r a c e p t i n g  i n  P a r a g u a y  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  c o n t r a c e p t i n g  t h r o u g h  o r g a n ­

i z e d  p r o g r a m s .  U t i l i z i n g  t h e s e  e s t i m a t e s ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  a c c e p t o r  r e p o r t i n g  

i n  t h e  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  d a t a  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m  c a n  b e  e v a l ­

u a t e d .  S u r v e y  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  m a n u a l  d a t a  s y s t e m s  o v e r e s t i m a t e  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a c t i v e  u s e r s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m  b y  

a b o u t  40% s u p p o r t i n g  p r i o r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a c t i v e  u s e r s  w e r e  o v e r e s t i m a t e d  by  

a s  m uch a s  30%.

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  IV a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  

p r o j e c t i o n s  b a s e d  o n  a d j u s t e d  c e n s u s  d a t a ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  

S p r i n g  o f  19 7 7  ( M a r c h - A p r i l )  t h e r e  w e r e  1 0 1 , 4 0 0  u s e r s  o f  f e r t i l i t y  

r e g u l a t i o n  m e t h o d s  w i t h  some r e c o g n i z e d  e f f i c a c y .  As i n d i c a t e d  i n  T a b l e  

1 6 ,  43% o f  t h e s e  women w e r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ;  18% w e r e  

u t i l i z i n g  e i t h e r  r h y t h m  o r  w i t h d r a w a l  a s  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  m e t h o d  o f  c o n t r a ­

c e p t i o n ;  13% w e r e  u t i l i z i n g  o t h e r  m e t h o d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n d o m ,  i n j e c t i o n ,  

f o a m ,  j e l l y ,  v a g i n a l  t a b l e t s ,  a n d  t h e  d i a p h r a g m .
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A b o u t  h a l f  o f  a l l  a c t i v e  u s e r s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  r e p o r t e d  o r g a n i z e d  

p r o g r a m  c l i n i c s  a s  t h e i r  s o u r c e  o f  s u p p l y  ( T a b l e  1 7 ) .  T h e s e  4 9 , 1 0 0  a c t i v e  

u s e r s  o f  p r o g r a m  s u p p l i e d  m e t h o d s  a r e  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  6 8 , 3 7 6  a c t i v e  u s e r s  

o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  d a t a  s y s t e m s  o f  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m s  i n  

P a r a g u a y  i n  T a b l e  18 b y  m e t h o d  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n .  T h i s  t a b l e  s h o w s  a  39% 

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  s u r v e y  d a t a  a n d  p r o g r a m  d a t a  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  p r i o r  e v i d e n c e  

( d i s c u s s e d  b e l o w )  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  a c c e p t o r  r e p o r t i n g  s y s t e m s  i n  P a r a g u a y  

o v e r e s t i m a t e  a c t i v e  u s e r s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  b y  a s  much a s  30%. I f  we com­

p a r e  t h e  u p p e r  l i m i t  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  e s t i m a t e  f o r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c u r r e n t  u s e r s  

o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m s  (2  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r s  o r  t h e  u p p e r  l i m i t  

o f  t h e  95% c o n f i d e n c e  i n t e r v a l ) * ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a n  e s t i m a t e d  5 6 , 9 0 0  u s e r s  

o f  p r o g r a m  s u p p l i e d  m e t h o d s ,  s t i l l  a n  o v e r e s t i m a t e  i n  t h e  d a t a  s y s t e m  o f  

a b o u t  20% c o m p a r e d  t o  s u r v e y  d a t a .  H o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  s u r g i c a l  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i s  

n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  d a t a  s y s t e m s ,  t h e  o v e r e s t i m a t e  o f  a c t i v e  u s e r s  o f  n o n ­

p e r m a n e n t  m e t h o d s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a  s y s t e m s  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  40% i f  

we s u b t r a c t e d  o u t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  women r e p o r t i n g  s u r g i c a l  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  f r o m  

t h e  u p p e r  l i m i t  o f  a c t i v e  u s e r s  a s  e s t i m a t e d  b y  t h e  s u r v e y .

B e f o r e  d i s c u s s i n g  f a c t o r s  t h a t  may c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  s e e n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  a n d  d a t a  s y s t e m  r e p o r t s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  u s e f u l  t o  

s u m m a r i z e  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  a  p r e v i o u s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a c c e p t o r  r e p o r t i n g  i n  

P a r a g u a y  a n d  b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  d a t a  s y s t e m s .

* T he  v a r i a n c e  c a l c u l a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  a  d e s i g n  e f f e c t  ( d e f f )  o f  1 . 2 0  f o r  
G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  a n d  2 . 0 8  f o r  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  w h e r e  d e f f  = 1 +  r o h  ( b - 1 ) ; 
r o h  i s  a n  a c r o n y m  f o r  r a t e  o f  h o m o g e n e i t y  o r  t h e  i n t r a c l a s s  c o r r e l a t i o n  
a n d  b  i s  t h e  a v e r a g e  c l u s t e r  s i z e .  A v a l u e  o f  0 . 0 5  w a s  u s e d  f o r  r o h  
w h i c h  i s  t h e  maximum v a l u e  f o u n d  i n  8 f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  s u r v e y s  f o r  t h e  
v a r i a b l e ,  " c u r r e n t  u s e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  ( s e e :  K i s h ,  L . ,  R.M.  G r o v e s  a n d  
K . P . K r o t k i :  " S a m p l i n g  E r r o r s  f o r  F e r t i l i t y  S u r v e y s , "  O c c a s i o n a l  P a p e r  
No .  1 7 ,  W o r l d  F e r t i l i t y  S u r v e y ,  L o n d o n ,  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 6 ) .  T h u s ,  t h e  o v e r ­
a l l  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  o f  1 .2% s h o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  a  maximum e s t i m a t e .



B o t h  DEPROFA a n d  CEPEP h a v e  m a n u a l  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  d a t a  s y s t e m s .  

A g g r e g a t e  n u m b e r s  o f  ne w a c c e p t o r s  a n d  a c t i v e  u s e r s  b y  m e t h o d  a r e  r e p o r t e d  

m o n t h l y  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e  o f  e a c h  a g e n c y  b y  t h e i r  r e s p e c ­

t i v e  c l i n i c s .  T h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  I n s t i t u t e  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  do  

n o t  h a v e  a n y  f o r m a l  r e p o r t i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  u s e r s .  As i n  o t h e r  

m a n u a l  d a t a  s y s t e m s ,  t h e  a c t i v e  c a s e  c o u n t  i n  b o t h  t h e  DEPROFA a n d  CEPEP 

d a t a  s y s t e m s  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  c l i n i c  p e r s o n n e l  c o u n t i n g  a c t i v e  u s e r s  i n  

t h e i r  " t i c k l e r "  f i l e ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  i n d i c a t e  a l l  p a t i e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  a s  

y e t  l e f t  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T h e r e  a r e  3 c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  p r o g r a m  d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n  

o n  t h e  m o n t h l y  r e p o r t s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  women l e a v i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  b e c a m e  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  p r e g n a n t  w h i l e  o n  t h e  m e t h o d ,  women l e a v i n g  t h e  

p r o g r a m  f o r  o t h e r  kn ow n r e a s o n s ,  a n d  women l o s t  t o  f o l l o w u p .  I n  t h i s  l a t t e r  

c a t e g o r y ,  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  a n d  o t h e r  m e t h o d  u s e r s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  IUD,  a r e  

c o n s i d e r e d  i n a c t i v e  3 m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e i r  l a s t  s c h e d u l e d  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a n d  

IUD p a t i e n t s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n a c t i v e  6 m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e i r  l a s t  s c h e d u l e d  

a p p o i n t m e n t .  T h u s ,  a c t i v e  c a s e  c o u n t s  w i l l  b e  a c c u r a t e  o n l y  to. t h e  

e x t e n t  t h a t  " t i c k l e r "  f i l e s  a r e  k e p t  up  t o  d a t e .  F a i l u r e  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  

i n a c t i v e  u s e r s  o n  t h e  m o n t h l y  a g g r e g a t e  r e p o r t i n g  f o r m ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a n  

o v e r c o u n t  o f  a c t i v e  u s e r s ,  i s  a  sy m p to m  s e e n  i n  a l l  m a n u a l  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  

r e p o r t i n g  s y s t e m s  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  ( 1 2 - 1 3 ) .

CDC t e a m s  c o n d u c t e d  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  t h e  DEPROFA d a t a  s y s t e m  i n  

S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 5  a n d  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 6  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  c o m p l e t e n e s s  

o f  r e p o r t i n g .  T h e s e  r e v i e w s  o f  t h e  DEPROFA d a t a  s y s t e m  r e v e a l e d  a n  

e s t i m a t e d  o v e r c o u n t  i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  a c t i v e  u s e r s  o f  a b o u t  15%.

A l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  d o  a  s y s t e m a t i c  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  CEPEP 

d a t a  s y s t e m ,  t h e  t i c k l e r  f i l e  o f  t h e  m a i n  CEPEP c l i n i c  w a s  r e v i e w e d  t o
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d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  u s e r s  t h a t  h a d  m i s s e d  t h e i r  l a s t  s c h e d u l e d  a p p o i n t ­

m e n t  a n d  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n  i n a c t i v e  c a t e g o r y  b u t  w e r e

s t i l l  c a r r i e d  o n  t h e  b o o k s  a s  a c t i v e  u s e r s .  R e c o r d s  f o r  75 u s e r s  who w e r e

i n  t h e  a c t i v e  c a s e  f i l e  a n d  h a d  m i s s e d  t h e i r  a p p o i n t m e n t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  50% 

o f  t h e  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c l o s e d  o u t ,  a n d  28% o f  

t h e  IUD u s e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c l o s e d  o u t .  O v e r a l l ,  43% o f  u s e r s  c l a s s i ­

f i e d  a s  a c t i v e  u s e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i n a c t i v a t e d  a s  l o s t  t o  f o l l o w u p .  We

h e s i t a t e  t o  u s e  t h e  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  m a i n  c l i n i c  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a l l  CEPEP 

c l i n i c s ,  b u t  c l e a r l y  a n  a c t i v e  u s e r  o v e r c o u n t  o f  t h i s  m a g n i t u d e  i n  t h e  m a i n  

c l i n i c  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  a c t i v e  u s e r  c o u n t  f o r  CEPEP i s  p r o b a b l y  

o v e r e s t i m a t e d .  A l s o  s u p p o r t i n g  a n  e x i s t i n g  o v e r c o u n t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  d u r i n g  

1 9 7 6 ,  8 0 , 1 8 0  p i l l  c y c l e s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  CEPEP c l i n i c s .  By e s t i m a t i n g  

t h a t  t h e  ne w o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  a c c e p t o r s  i n  1 9 7 6  h a d  u s e d  3 7 , 9 0 2  c y c l e s  

( 6 . 5  c y c l e s  e a c h  o n  t h e  a v e r a g e )  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  1 2 , 5 2 3  r e p o r t e d  a c t i v e  

u s e r s  o f  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 9 7 6  h a d  t o  h a v e  u s e d  

13 c y c l e s  t o  b e  a c t i v e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r ,  1 6 2 , 7 7 9  c y c l e s  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  

t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d .  T h e s e  2 t o t a l s  a d d  u p  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 0 , 7 0 0  c y c l e s  o f  

o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  8 0 , 1 8 0  d i s t r i b u t e d .  T h i s  d i s c r e p a n c y  

b e t w e e n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c y c l e s  o f  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i s ­

t e n t  w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a c t i v e  u s e r s  r e p o r t e d  a n d  t h e  a c t u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

f i g u r e s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s e r i o u s  o v e r c o u n t  o f  a c t i v e  

u s e r s  i n  t h e  CEPEP d a t a  s y s t e m .

T h e r e  a r e  2 f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  s e e n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  s u r v e y  e s t i m a t e  a n d  d a t a  s y s t e m  r e p o r t s :  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  a r e  3 t o  4

m o n t h s  m o r e  r e c e n t  t h a n  t h e  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a t a  s y s t e m ,  a n d  

women i n  t h e  d a t a  s y s t e m  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  a s  a c t i v e  u s e r s  u n t i l  3 m o n t h s
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(6 m o n t h s  f o r  IUD u s e r s )  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e i r  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  s c h e d ­

u l e d  a p p o i n t m e n t .  To r e s o l v e  t h e  d i s c r e p a n c y  i n  d a t e s ,  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e  

d a t a  s y s t e m s  w i l l  b e  u p d a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  q u a r t e r  e n d i n g  M a r c h  3 1 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  f o r  

a  b e t t e r  t e m p o r a l  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  s u r v e y  e s t i m a t e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  u n l e s s  m o r e  

women d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  1 9 7 7  t h a n  new 

women come i n t o  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  g a p  s e e n  h e r e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s u r v e y  e s t i m a t e s  

a n d  p r o g r a m  d a t a  w i l l  e v e n  b e  w i d e r .  The  f a c t  t h a t  p r o g r a m  d a t a  i n c l u d e s  

n o n - r e t u r n i n g  IUD u s e r s  a n d  o t h e r  m e t h o d  u s e r s  a s  a c t i v e  u s e r s  o f  c o n t r a c e p ­

t i o n  f o r  u p  t o  6 a n d  3 m o n t h s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  l a s t  s c h e d u l e d  

v i s i t  t o  t h e  c l i n i c  d o e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s u r v e y  

e s t i m a t e s  a n d  d a t a  s y s t e m  r e p o r t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  

DEPROFA d a t a  s y s t e m  s h o w e d  t h a t  a c t i v e  u s e r s  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  s h o u l d  a c c o u n t  

f o r  o n l y  a b o u t  10% o f  a l l  r e p o r t e d  a c t i v e  u s e r s  i n  t h e  d a t a  s y s t e m .  T h i s  

w o u l d  c l e a r l y  n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  d i f f e r e n c e  s e e n  h e r e  b e t w e e n  s u r v e y  

r e s u l t s  a n d  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  c l i n i c  r e p o r t i n g .

A h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  women i n  t h e  s u r v e y  r e p o r t e d  h a v i n g  h a d  a t  l e a s t  

o n e  s p o n t a n e o u s  o r  i n d u c e d  a b o r t i o n ,  a l m o s t  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women. 

Women r e s i d i n g  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  a n d  women i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  c a t e ­

g o r i e s  w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  a b o r t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a  f i n d i n g  w h i c h  may 

s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n d u c e d  a b o r t i o n  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  o f  a l l  a b o r t i o n s  

r e p o r t e d .  O v e r a l l ,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  r e c e i v e d  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  

o r  w e r e  h o s p i t a l i z e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  a b o r t i o n .

I n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  women w e r e  a s k e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  o n  p a s t  

h i s t o r y  o f  a b o r t i o n .  The  q u e s t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a l l  a b o r t i o n s — b o t h  i n d u c e d  

a n d  s p o n t a n e o u s  a b o r t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  no  a t t e m p t  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e e n  t h e
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two t y p e s  o f  a b o r t i o n s .  I t  w a s  f e l t  t h a t  d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  i n d u c e d  

a b o r t i o n  w o u l d  t e n d  t o  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  u n d e r - r e p o r t i n g  o f  a b o r t i o n .  E l a b o r a t e ,  

r a n d o m i z e d  r e s p o n s e  m e t h o d s  o f  a s k i n g  a b o u t  a b o r t i o n  w e r e  b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p e  

o f  t h i s  s u r v e y .  I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  q u e s t i o n s  c o v e r i n g  b o t h  k i n d s  o f  a b o r ­

t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  l e s s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a n d  w o u l d  s t i l l  y i e l d  

u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

F i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  a n d  23% o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women r e ­

p o r t e d  h a v i n g  a t  l e a s t  1 i n d u c e d  o r  s p o n t a n e o u s  a b o r t i o n  ( T a b l e  1 9 ) .  The  

r a t e  i s  m uch  h i g h e r  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n ,  3 6 .4 %  f o r  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women c o m p a r e d  

t o  a b o u t  20% i n  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  As T a b l e  2 0  s h o w s ,  a b o r t i o n  h i s t o r y  i s  

g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  e d u c a t i o n  c a t e g o r y ,  a n d  a s  w o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  a b o r ­

t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  a g e .  I f  t h e  a b o r t i o n s  b e i n g  r e c o r d e d  w e r e  

p r i m a r i l y  s p o n t a n e o u s ,  o n e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  a  h i g h e r  r a t e  w h e r e  f e r t i l i t y  i s  

h i g h e s t ,  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  a n d  among  t h e  l e s s - e d u c a t e d .  B e c a u s e  t h e  o p p o ­

s i t e  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  we s u s p e c t  t h a t  d e l i b e r a t e  u s e  o f  a b o r t i o n  f o r  f e r t i l i t y  

c o n t r o l  i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  a b o r t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  

a n d  b y  women w i t h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a  p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n .

A b o r t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  4% o f  n e v e r  m a r r i e d  women ( T a b l e  

1 9 ) .  A b o r t i o n  b y  s i n g l e  women s e e m s  t o  b e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  

w h e r e  11% o f  n e v e r  m a r r i e d  women r e p o r t e d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  o n l y  2% 

i n  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

The  p a t t e r n  o f  a b o r t i o n  h i s t o r y  f o u n d  i n  t h e  P a r a g u a y  S u r v e y  s t a n d s  

i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  r e s u l t s  f r o m  a  s i m i l a r  s u r v e y  i n  E l  S a l v a d o r .  I n  t h a t  s u r v e y ,  

20% o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women w e r e  f o u n d  t o  h a v e  a  h i s t o r y  o f  a b o r t i o n  c o m p a r e d  

w i t h  t h e  23% r e p o r t e d  i n  P a r a g u a y .  H o w e v e r ,  u n l i k e  P a r a g u a y ,  a b o r t i o n  i n
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E l  S a l v a d o r  w a s  n o t  g r e a t e r  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s ;  17% o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women i n  

u r b a n  a r e a s  r e p o r t e d  h a v i n g  h a d  a n  a b o r t i o n ,  22% i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  A l s o ,  i n  

E l  S a l v a d o r ,  a b o r t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e  d i d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  g r e a t e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  

a n d  n o  n e v e r  m a r r i e d  women r e p o r t e d  a n  a b o r t i o n  (3 40 . I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n ­

d u c e d  a b o r t i o n  t e n d s  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d  t o  a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  b y  u r b a n  women a n d  

n e v e r  m a r r i e d  women i n  P a r a g u a y .

S i x t y  p e r c e n t  o f  women w i t h  a b o r t i o n  h i s t o r y  r e p o r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  m e d i c a l  

a t t e n t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  l a s t  a b o r t i o n ,  a n d  43% w e r e  h o s p i t a l i z e d  ( T a b l e  2 1 ) .  

T h e s e  r a t e s  w e r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h i g h e r  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  t h a n  i n  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  

p r o b a b l y  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e s .  S i n g l e  women h a d  a  h i g h e r  

r a t e  o f  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  m a r r i e d  women,  w i t h  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  r e c e i v i n g  

m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t  s i n g l e  women w e r e  h o s p i t a l i z e d  a t  a b o u t  t h e  sa me  r a t e .

I n  su m ,  t h e  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  a b o r t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  s p o n t a n e o u s  o r  i n d u c e d ,  

a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  h i g h  c o m p l i c a t i o n  a n d  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  r a t e s ,  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  a b o r t i o n  i s  a  l a r g e - s c a l e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  i n  P a r a g u a y .  The  

a b o r t i o n  d a t a  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  a  c o m p l e x  o f  r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s  b e h i n d  

t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  P a r a g u a y ' s  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s u r v e y ,  t h e  

w i d e  u r b a n / r u r a l  a n d  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  b i r t h  r a t e s  s e e m s  t o  b e  

r e l a t e d  t o  c o n s i s t e n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e ,  a b o r t i o n  h i s t o r y ,  

a n d  p r o p o r t i o n s  m a r r i e d .

V I I I .  PLANNING STATUS OF PREGNANCIES AND CURRENT PREGNANCY INTENTION

The  m a j o r i t y  o f  women h a v i n g  b e e n  p r e g n a n t  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  5 y e a r s  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e g n a n c y  h a d  b e e n  p l a n n e d .  O t h e r  i t e m s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n d i ­

c a t e  l e s s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  f e r t i l i t y .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  women r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  

d i d  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  d e s i r e  p r e g n a n c y ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  women w e r e  n o t  u s i n g
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e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s .  Of t h o s e  women u s i n g  n o  m e t h o d  a t  a l l ,  e f f e c t i v e  o r  

i n e f f e c t i v e ,  a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  c o u l d  n o t  g i v e  g o o d  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  

u s i n g .

A l l  women who h a d  b e e n  p r e g n a n t  w e r e  a s k e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  

a b o u t  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h e y  b e c a m e  p r e g n a n t .  T h e s e  

q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  b a s e d  o n  t h o s e  u s e d  i n  U . S .  s u r v e y s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

e x t e n t  o f  u n p l a n n e d  p r e g n a n c i e s  ( 1 5 ) .  On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  

p r e g n a n c i e s  w e r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  p l a n n e d  p r e g n a n c i e s  ( d e s i r e d  a n d  n o t  

o c c u r r i n g  b e f o r e  p l a n n e d ) ,  m i s t i m e d  ( d e s i r e d  b u t  o c c u r r i n g  b e f o r e  p l a n n e d ) ,  

a n d  u n w a n t e d  ( t h o s e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  d e s i r e d  n u m b e r ) .

I n f o r m a t i o n  i n  T a b l e  22 i s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  p r e g n a n c y  o f  a l l  women h a v i n g

h a d  a t  l e a s t  1 l i v e  b i r t h  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 7 2 .  O v e r  70% o f  women r e p o r t e d

t h a t  t h e i r  p r e g n a n c i e s  w e r e  p l a n n e d ;  23% r e p o r t e d  m i s t i m e d  p r e g n a n c i e s .  O n l y  

5% r e p o r t e d  u n w a n t e d  p r e g n a n c i e s .  The  m i s t i m e d  a n d  u n w a n t e d  p r e g n a n c i e s  

t o g e t h e r  r e p r e s e n t  a  t o t a l  o f  29% o f  b i r t h s  u n p l a n n e d .  The  p e r c e n t  o f  u n ­

w a n t e d  b i r t h s  s e e m s  u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y  l o w  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s .

I n  t h e  U . S .  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w hen  t h e  c r u d e  b i r t h  r a t e  w a s  

h a l f  o f  P a r a g u a y ' s  c u r r e n t  r a t e ,  o n l y  57Z o f  b i r t h s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  a s  p l a n n e d ;  

14% w e r e  r e p o r t e d  a s  u n w a n t e d  ( 1 6 ) .  U n l i k e  t o t a l  f e r t i l i t y ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  

v a r i a t i o n  b y  r e s i d e n c e  e v i d e n t  i n  T a b l e  22 i n  p e r c e n t  o f  p r e g n a n c i e s  p l a n n e d .  

What  v a r i a t i o n  e x i s t s  s e e m s  t o  b e  i n  t h e  e x p e c t e d  d i r e c t i o n .  A s l i g h t l y  

h i g h e r  p e r c e n t  o f  p r e g n a n c i e s  w e r e  p l a n n e d  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s  a n d  women w i t h  

5 o r  m o r e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  r e p o r t  u n w a n t  p r e g n a n c i e s .  

S i m i l a r  t o  U . S .  s t u d i e s ,  s e c o n d  b i r t h s  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  b e  p l a n n e d .  

R e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  

p r e g n a n c y  s e e m  t o  i n d i c a t e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  f e r t i l i t y  i n



P a r a g u a y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s u r v e y  

i n d i c a t i n g  h i g h  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  a n d  a  l o w  l e v e l  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e ,  u n l e s s  

t h e r e  i s  a  w i d e s p r e a d  d e s i r e  f o r  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  P a r a g u a y .

An a l t e r n a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  f o r  c u l t u r a l ,  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d / o r  o t h e r  r e a ­

s o n s ,  r e s p o n d e n t s  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  R e s p o n s e s  t o  

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  c u r r e n t  p r e g n a n c y  i n t e n t i o n  s u p p o r t  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  

c o n c l u s i o n .

T a b l e  23 s h o w s  t h a t  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  a l l  women a n d  65% o f  m a r r i e d  women 

d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  p r e g n a n c y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  An a d d i t i o n a l  19% o f  

m a r r i e d  women a r e  p r e g n a n t  s o  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  n o n - p r e g n a n t  women n o t  

d e s i r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  i s  a c t u a l l y  a b o u t  80%. T h i s  f i n d i n g ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  

l o w  l e v e l  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e  s h o w n  i n  e a r l i e r  t a b l e s ,  d o e s  n o t  i n d i c a t e  a  

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d e l i b e r a t e  f e r t i l i t y  c o n t r o l .  Th e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  b y  r e s i ­

d e n c e  i s  t h e  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t  p r e g n a n t  o u t s i d e  o f  A s u n c i o n ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

f e r t i l i t y  p a t t e r n s .  As e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  p e r c e n t  d e s i r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  d e c l i n e s  

w i t h  p a r i t y .

As s h o w n  i n  T a b l e  2 4 ,  o n l y  19% o f  women n o t  d e s i r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  w e r e  c u r ­

r e n t l y  u s i n g  e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n .  When women who a r e  n o t  

c u r r e n t l y  m a r r i e d  a r e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n ,  34% o f  t h i s  g r o u p  w e r e  

u s i n g .  Th e  u r b a n / r u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  c l e a r .  I n  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

o f  m a r r i e d  women n o t  d e s i r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  w e r e  u s i n g  c o m p a r e d  t o  o n l y  25% i n  

r u r a l  a r e a s .

Women u s i n g  n o  m e t h o d  w e r e  a s k e d  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  u s i n g .  Women 

u s i n g  i n e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s ,  a n d  t h o s e  who s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  l a c t a ­

t i o n ,  w e r e  n o t  a s k e d  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  Among s i n g l e  women, 90% w e r e  n o t  u s i n g
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b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  ( T a b l e  2 5 ) .  Among m a r r i e d  women, 

t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  u s i n g  w a s  b e i n g  p r e g n a n t  o r  s u s p e c t i n g  

t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  p r e g n a n t  ( 3 5 % ) .  A b o u t  30% w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  p r e g n a n t ,  

h a d  j u s t  g i v e n  b i r t h ,  o r  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  c o n c e i v e .  T w e n t y -  

s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  m a r r i e d  n o n - u s e r s  g a v e  p e r s o n a l ,  s o m e t i m e s  n o n - s p e c i f i c

r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  u s i n g .  T h i s  g r o u p ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  h e  t h e  p r i m a r y  t a r g e t  f o r
f

r e c r u i t i n g  a s  c o n t r a c e p t o r s ,  i s  l a r g e r  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  (30%)  t h a n  i n  G r a n  

A s u n c i o n  ( 1 4 % ) .

Among t h o s e  m a r r i e d  n o n - u s e r s  who s t a t e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  

t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  d e s i r e  p r e g n a n c y  a n d  w e r e  n o t  p r e g n a n t ,  p e r s o n a  1. 

r e a s o n s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  57% o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  f o r  n o t  u s i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  

( T a b l e  2 6 ) .  I n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n ,  o n l y  26% o f  m a r r i e d  n o n - u s e r s  n o t  d e s i r i n g  

p r e g n a n c y  g a v e  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  u s i n g  c o m p a r e d  t o  62% o f  m a r r i e d  

n o n - u s e r s  i n  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  A l m o s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  women i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  a r e  

n o t  u s i n g  f o r  r e a s o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  r e c e n t  b i r t h  o r  s u b f e c u n d i t y .

I n  s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  l a s t  t a b l e s ,  65% o f  m a r r i e d  women d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  

p r e g n a n c y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  e i t h e r  f o r  s p a c i n g  o r  l i m i t i n g  r e a s o n s ;  

o f  t h e s e ,  37% w e r e  u s i n g  i n e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s ,  a n d  a b o u t  29% n o  m e t h o d s .  Of 

m a r r i e d  women u s i n g  no  m e t h o d  a n d  n o t  d e s i r i n g  p r e g n a n c y ,  57% c o u l d  n o t  * 

g i v e  o t h e r  t h a n  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  u s i n g .  T h u s ,  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  m a r r i e d  

women s t i l l  i n  n e e d  o f  s e r v i c e s ,  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  i s  35%, 

r o u g h l y  c a l c u l a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  . 6 5  ( . 3 7  +  ( . 2 9 ) ( . 5 7 ) )  = . 3 5

F u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  women r e p r e s e n t i n g  u n m e t  n e e d  i s  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n .
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As d i s c u s s e d  i n  S e c t i o n  IV ( T a b l e  8 ) ,  1 5 .5 %  o f  a l l  women 1 5 - 4 4  y e a r s  

o f  a g e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  m o d e r n  m e t h o d s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

m e t h o d s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  w i t h  some r e c o g n i z e d  e f f i c a c y .  F o r  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  

6 5 5 , 0 0 0  women i n  t h i s  a g e  g r o u p , *  t h i s  p e r c e n t a g e  r e p r e s e n t s  1 0 1 , 4 0 0  women.  

U s i n g  r e s u l t s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  s u r v e y ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  p o s s i b l e  

w a y s  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  women s t i l l  i n  n e e d  o f  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  s e r v ­

i c e s .  T h e  m e t h o d  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  r e s u l t s  i n  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  1 6 3 , 0 0 0  women 

1 5 - 4 4  y e a r s  o f  a g e  b e i n g  i n  n e e d  o f  s e r v i c e s  a n d  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  e f f e c ­

t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i o n .  T h e  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  women i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  o f  " u n m e t  

n e e d "  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  u n i o n  a n d  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .

A woman w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  " i n  n e e d  o f  s e r v i c e s "  i f  s h e  s t a t e d  s h e  

w a s  n o t  p r e g n a n t  a n d  d i d  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  d e s i r e  t o  b e c o m e  p r e g n a n t  a n d  s h e  

e i t h e r  ( 1 )  w a s  u s i n g  a n  i n e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d  ( i n c l u d i n g  l a c t a t i o n )  ojr ( 2 )  w a s  

u s i n g  n o  m e t h o d  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  g i v e  a n  a d e q u a t e  r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  u s i n g  ( t h a t  

i s ,  s h e  g a v e  " p e r s o n a l  o r  o t h e r "  r e a s o n s  o n  t h e  i t e m  r e p o r t e d  i n  T a b l e s  25 

a n d  2 6 ) .

The  p e r c e n t  o f  women r e p r e s e n t i n g  " u n m e t  n e e d "  c a l c u l a t e d  i n  t h i s  way  

v a r i e s  b y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  women a s  s h o w n  i n  T a b l e  2 7 .  O v e r a l l ,  2 4 .9 %  o f  

women a r e  i n  n e e d  b y  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  35% o f  t h o s e  i n  u n i o n ,  11% o f  t h o s e  

s i n g l e .  C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  f o u n d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  p e r ­

c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  n e e d  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h i g h e r  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  T h e r e  

d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  b e  a n y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a g e  g r o u p  a b o v e  a g e  2 5 ,  a n d  a b o u t

* 1 9 7 7  e s t i m a t e  b a s e d  o n  c o h o r t - c o m p o n e n t  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a d j u s t e d  1 9 7 2
c e n s u s ;  we w i s h  t o  t h a n k  t h e  P o p u l a t i o n  D i v i s i o n ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e m o g r a p h i c  
S t a t i s t i c ,  U . S .  B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  1 9 7 2  c e n s u s  u n d e r ­
e n u m e r a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  b y  a g e  g r o u p  a n d  s e x .
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o n e - t h i r d  o f  women 2 5 - 4 4  y e a r s  o f  a g e  a r e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  n e e d  s e r v i c e s .  F o r  

s i n g l e  women,  n e e d  a p p e a r s  t o  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  a g e .  Need  i s  g r e a t e s t  among h i g h e r  

p a r i t y  women. A l m o s t  h a l f  o f  women w i t h  5 o r  m o r e  c h i l d r e n  n e e d  s e r v i c e s .

T a b l e  27 i n d i c a t e s  i n  w h a t  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  

f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  s e r v i c e s  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t .  How c a n  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  

u s e d  t o  d e r i v e  p r o g r a m  g o a l s ?  I f  t h e  p o o l  o f  women t h a t  h a s  b e e n  d e f i n e d  

a s  " u n m e t  n e e d s "  ( i . e . ,  t h e  n u m e r a t o r s  o f  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  i n  n e e d  sh ow n  

i n  T a b l e  27 )  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  a c r o s s  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  women a s  show n i n  T a b l e  

2 8 ,  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  w h e r e  p r o g r a m  t a r g e t s  s h o u l d  l i e .

E i g h t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  women i n  n e e d  b y  o u r  d e f i n i t i o n  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  i n  u n i o n ,  a b o u t  18% s i n g l e .  Of g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h e  t a b l e  

s h o w s  t h a t  87% o f  a l l  women i n  n e e d  o f  s e r v i c e s  r e s i d e  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ;

72% a r e  b o t h  r u r a l  a n d  m a r r i e d  women.  Women i n  n e e d  a p p e a r  t o  b e  d i s ­

t r i b u t e d  f a i r l y  e v e n l y  b y  a g e  g r o u p .  A b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e  women i n  n e e d  

h a v e  5 o r  m o r e  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  l o w e r  p a r i t y  women a r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .

The  s u r v e y  d a t a  sh o w  c l e a r l y ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  p r o g r a m  w a n t s  t o  p r o ­

v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  p r e v e n t  u n p l a n n e d  p r e g n a n c i e s  among t h o s e  women n o t  c u r r e n t l y  

u s i n g  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  i t  m u s t  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  r u r a l  a r e a s  a n d  women 

l i v i n g  i n  u n i o n  w i t h  b o t h  b i r t h  s p a c i n g  a n d  l i m i t i n g  b e i n g  i m p o r t a n t .

I n  s u m m a r y ,  1 0 1 , 4 0 0  women h a v e  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d  a s  u s e r s  o f  e f f e c t i v e  

c o n t r a c e p t i o n  a n d  a n o t h e r  1 6 3 , 0 0 0  women h a v e  b e e n  c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

" u n m e t  n e e d "  o r  i n  n e e d  o f  s e r v i c e s .  Of t h e  1 6 3 , 0 0 0  women n e e d i n g  t o  b e  

s e r v e d ,  a b o u t  1 4 1 , 0 0 0  r e s i d e  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  T h e s e  n u m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t  

o n l y  o n e  way o f  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  p r o b l e m  i n  

P a r a g u a y ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  m a g n i t u d e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  

t h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  m e t .
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T h e  P a r a g u a y  C o n t r a c e p t i v e  P r e v a l e n c e  S u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  i n  M a r c h  a n d  

A p r i l  19 7 7  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  s a m p l e  o f  women o n  c o n t r a ­

c e p t i v e  u s e ,  s o u r c e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  h i s t o r y  o f  a b o r t i o n ,  c u r r e n t  p r e g ­

n a n c y  i n t e n t i o n ,  a n d  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s .  T h i s  s u r v e y  m a k e s  i t  p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  a c t i v e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s  i n  

P a r a g u a y ,  b o t h  t h o s e  u s i n g  o r g a n i z e d  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  t h o s e  

o b t a i n i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r .  B e c a u s e  v i t a l  

s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  u n r e l i a b l e  i n  P a r a g u a y ,  t h e  s u r v e y  p r o v i d e s  t h e  

f i r s t  e s t i m a t e  o f  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  f o r  P a r a g u a y  s i n c e  t h e  19 7 2  c e n s u s .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  s u r v e y  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p r e ­

v i o u s  e s t i m a t e s ,  f e r t i l i t y  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  i n  P a r a g u a y ,  a b o u t  6 c h i l d r e n  

p e r  woman o n  t h e  a v e r a g e .  F o r  P a r a g u a y ,  2 d e m o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  s t a n d  o u t .  

F i r s t ,  i t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  h i g h  r a t e  o f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  r e l a t e d  t o  

m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  d e c l i n i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s ,  a n d  f e r t i l i t y  

r a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  h i g h .  S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  i s  a  w i d e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  

r a t e  of- f e r t i l i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  a r e a  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  

t h e  c o u n t r y .  P e r i o d  f e r t i l i t y  m e a s u r e s  c a l c u l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  s u r v e y  d a t a  

i n d i c a t e  e x t r e m e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  b i r t h  r a t e s  i n  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  y e a r .  T o t a l  

f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  r a n g e  f r o m  2 . 4  t o  7 . 2  b i r t h s  p e r  woman i n  1 9 7 6  b e t w e e n  

G r e a t e r  A s u n c i o n  a n d  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ;  c r u d e  b i r t h  r a t e s  r a n g e  f r o m  22 t o  

43 b i r t h s  p e r  1 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n .  The  o v e r a l l  c r u d e  b i r t h  r a t e  i s  e s t i m a t e d  

t o  b e  a b o u t  4 0  p e r  1 , 0 0 0 .

T he  s u r v e y  f o u n d  t h a t  1 5 .5 %  o f  a l l  women 1 5 - 4 4  a n d  2 3 .7 %  o f  e v e r  

m a r r i e d  women w e r e  u s i n g  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  m e t h o d s .  The  m o s t  p r e v ­

a l e n t  m e t h o d  w a s  o r a l  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  (10% o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  w o m e n ) , f o l l o w e d
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b y  t h e  IUD,  s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,  w i t h d r a w a l ,  a n d  c o n d o m .  The  u r b a n / r u r a l  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e  p a r a l l e l s  f e r t i l i t y  d i f f e r e n t i a l s .  O v e r  

40% o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  women w e r e  u s i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  a n d  

o t h e r ' u r b a n  a r e a s ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  17% i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  The  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  

p r o g r a m  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  

I n t e r i o r ,  b u t  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r  w a s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n .  

O v e r a l l ,  59% o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  u s e  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m s  

a s  t h e i r  s o u r c e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n .  The  M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h ,  w i t h  45% o f  

a l l  u s e r s ,  w a s  b y  f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  p r o v i d e r  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  A b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  a l l  u s e r s  o b t a i n e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  com­

m e r c i a l  s e c t o r .

S u r v e y  r e s u l t s  a l s o  p r o v i d e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  women 

c u r r e n t l y  c o n t r a c e p t i n g  i n  P a r a g u a y  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  c o n t r a c e p t i n g  t h r o u g h  

o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m s .  U t i l i z i n g  t h e s e  e s t i m a t e s ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  a c c e p t o r  » 

r e p o r t i n g  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  d a t a  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  p r o g r a m  c a n  

b e  e v a l u a t e d .  S u r v e y  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  m a n u a l  d a t a  s y s t e m s  

o v e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a c t i v e  u s e r s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  

p r o g r a m  b y  a b o u t  40%, s u p p o r t i n g  p r i o r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a c t i v e  u s e r s  w e r e  

o v e r e s t i m a t e d  b y  a s  m uch  a s  30%.

A h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  women i n  t h e  s u r v e y  r e p o r t e d  h a v i n g  h a d  a t  l e a s t  

o n e  s p o n t a n e o u s  o r  i n d u c e d  a b o r t i o n ,  a l m o s t  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  

women.  Women r e s i d i n g  i n  G r a n  A s u n c i o n  a n d  women i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  

c a t e g o r i e s  w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  a b o r t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a  f i n d i n g  w h i c h  

may s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n d u c e d  a b o r t i o n  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  o f  a l l  a b o r t i o n s  

r e p o r t e d .  O v e r a l l ,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  r e c e i v e d  m e d i c a l  a t t e n ­

t i o n  (60%) o r  w e r e  h o s p i t a l i z e d  (43%)  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t
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a b o r t i o n ,  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a b o r t i o n  i s  a  l a r g e - s c a l e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  

p r o b l e m  i n  P a r a g u a y .  The  a b o r t i o n  d a t a  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  a  c o m p l e x  

o f  r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s  b e h i n d  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  P a r a g u a y ' s  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s u r v e y ,  t h e  w i d e  u r b a n / r u r a l  a n d  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  

i n  b i r t h  r a t e s  s e e m s  t o  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  c o n s i s t e n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c o n t r a c e p ­

t i v e  u s e ,  a b o r t i o n  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  p r o p o r t i o n s  m a r r i e d .

Of t h e  e s t i m a t e d  6 5 5 , 0 0 0  women i n  t h e  1 5 - 4 4  a g e  g r o u p ,  1 0 1 , 4 0 0  women 

a r e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  m o d e r n  m e t h o d s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  o r  

t r a d i t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  w i t h  som e r e c o g n i z e d  e f f i c a c y ,  a n d  

a n o t h e r  1 6 3 , 0 0 0  women h a v e  b e e n  c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  " u n m e t  n e e d "  

o r  i n  n e e d  o f  s e r v i c e s  a n d  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i o n .

The  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  (87%)  o f  women i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  o f  " u n m e t  n e e d "  r e s i d e  

i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  N eed  i s  g r e a t e s t  among h i g h e r  p a r i t y  women— a l m o s t  

h a l f  o f  women w i t h  5 o r  m o r e  c h i l d r e n  n e e d  s e r v i c e .  The  s u r v e y  d a t a  s ho w  

c l e a r l y  t h a t  i f  t h e  p r o g r a m  w a n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  p r e v e n t  u n p l a n n e d  

p r e g n a n c i e s  among t h o s e  women n o t  c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  

i t  m u s t  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  w i t h  b o t h  b i r t h  s p a c i n g  a n d  l i m i t i n g  

b e i n g  i m p o r t a n t .
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TABLE 1

Interview Status by Area 
Paraguay Contraceptive Prevalence Survey 

March-May 1977

Total
Gran

Asuncion Total
Interior
Urban Rural

Household Selection

Total Households
Number 2954 1341 1613 283 1330
Percent 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0

Vacant/Destroyed 5 . 9 5.1 6 . 6 7 . 4 6 . 5
No Contact* 3 . 0 2 . 3 3 . 7 2 . 5 3 . 9
Eligible Respondents Present 74.4 77.6 71.8 70 . 0 72.2
No Eligible Respondents 15 . 9 14.5 17.1 19.1 16.7
Other 0 . 6 0 . 5 0 . 8 1.1 0 . 8

Individual Selection

Total Respondents**
Number 2309 1079 1230 208 1022
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0

Complete Interview 88.7 89 . 7 87 . 9 86.1 88.3
Respondent Not at Home 6.3 6 . 4 6 . 2 9.1 5 . 6
Refusal by Respondent 0 . 2 0 . 4 0.1 0 . 0 0.1
No Contact 3 . 9 2 . 9 4 . 8 3 . 4 5.1
Other 0 . 9 0 . 6 1.1 1 . 4 0.1

*Failure to locate anyone at home in an occupied housing unit and total 
refusals

**Includes all households which may have had eligible respondents, i.e., 
all households, when no contact was made or had incomplete interview 
for other reasons in addition to those with identified eligible re­
spondents.



TABLE 2

C o n t r a c e p t i v e  P r e v a l e n c e  S u r v e y ,  P a r a g u a y  
C o m p a r i s o n  o f  1 9 7 2  C e n s u s  w i t h  1 9 7 7  S u r v e y ,  s e l e c t e d  R e s u l t s

T o t a l

1 9 7 2  C e n s u s
A s u n c i o n

D e p a r t m e n t
R e m a i n d e r  
o f  C o u n t r y T o t a l

19 7 7  S u r v e y
G r a n

A s u n c i o n I n t e r i o r

P e r c e n t  o f  Women 
1 5 - 4 9  b y  Age

1 5 - 1 9
2 0 - 2 4
2 5 - 2 9
3 0 - 3 4
3 5 - 3 9
4 0 - 4 4
4 5 - 4 9

TOTAL

2 5 . 1
1 8 . 7
1 4 . 7  
1 2 . 3  
10.6
10.1  

8 . 4
100 .0

2 5 . 4
20.0
1 4 . 8
1 2 . 0

9 . 8
9 . 8  
8 . 1

100.0

25.  0
1 8 . 3
1 4 . 7
1 2 . 4
10 . 8  
10 . 2

8 . 5
100 .0

2 5 . 7
1 7 . 9
1 3 . 6  
1 1 . 2
1 1 . 6  
10.2

9 . 9
100.0

2 7 . 6
1 7 . 6
1 5 . 7  
11 . 1  
1 1 . 3

7 . 9
8 . 8

100.0

2 5 . 2  
1 8 . 0
1 3 . 0
11.2
1 1 . 7
10 . 8
10.1  

100 .0

P e r c e n t  o f  B i r t h s  i n  
M o s t  R e c e n t  Y e a r  b y  Age

D.

1 5 - 1 9 9 . 4 1 0 . 7 9 . 3 1 2 . 2 1 3 . 0 1 2 . 1
2 0 - 2 4 2 6 . 4 2 9 . 1 2 6 . 1 2 6 . 0 3 2 . 8  ' 2 5 . 3
2 5 - 2 9 2 3 . 9 2 6 . 7 2 3 . 6 2 2 . 2 2 7 . 5 2 1 . 6
3 0 - 3 4 1 8 . 6 1 8 . 4 1 8 . 6 1 4 . 4 1 6 . 0 1 4 . 2
3 5 - 3 9 1 3 . 2 9 . 4 1 3 . 7 1 7 . 4 9 . 2 1 8 . 2
4 0 - 4 4 7 . 0 4 . 8 7 . 3 6 . 3 1 . 5 6 . 8
4 4 - 4 9 1 . 4 0 . 8 1 . 5 1 . 5 0 . 0 1 . 6

TOTAL

Women 1 5 - 4 9  b y  
M a r i t a l  S t a t u s

1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

L e g a l l y  M a r r i e d 39.  6 3 3 . 6 4 1 . 2 4 6 . 4 3 6 . 5 4 9 . 0
Common-Law 1 2 . 9 9 . 8 1 3 . 7 1 4 . 1 1 1 . 6 1 4 . 8
S e p / W i d / D i v 2 . 4 2 . 9 2 . 1 1 . 6 2 . 7 1 . 4
S i n g l e 4 5 . 1 5 3 . 7 4 2 . 9 3 7 . 8 4 9 . 1 3 4 . 8
Unknown — — — 0 . 0 0 . 1 0 . 0

TOTAL 

P e r c e n t  i n  U n i o n

1 0 0 . 0

(Commcn-Law

1 0 0 . 0

o r  M a r r i e d )

1 0 0 . 0  

b y  Age

1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

1 5 - 1 9 1 1 . 2 _ _ 1 7 . 3 - -
2 0 - 2 4 4 4 . 2  . - - 5 0 . 7 - -
2 5 - 2 9 6 7 . 1 - - 7 5 . 6 - -
3 0 - 3 4 7 6 . 4 - - 8 5 . 2 - -
3 5 - 3 9 7 7 . 7 - - 8 8 . 9  . - -
4 0 - 4 4 7 6 . 0 - - 8 8 . 0 - -
4 5 - 4 9 7 3 . 0 - - 8 0 . 3 - -



TABLE 3

Paraguay: Estimates of Fertility and Mortality Rates

A. Crude Birth Rate:

B. Total Fertility Rate

Crude Death Rate

Expectation of Life 
(Average both sexes)

Period Value of Rate

1960-65
1965-70
1972
1976

44.0 a 
44.6 a 

36.7-42.0 b 
39.5 c

1960-70
1962
1962-67
1967-72
1972
1976

6.56 a 
6.45 d 
6.53 e 
5.93 e 

5.82-6.64 b 
6.01 c

1950
1960
1972

16.5
11.6
8.3

a
a
f

1932
1950
1962
1972

35.6 a
45.8 8
55.8 B
59.9 b

D

aD.M. Rivarola, et al., La Poblacion del Paraguay, Centro Paraguayo 
de Estudios Sociologicos, 1974, Chapter 2 

bF. Brizuela,- Paraguay: Estimación de la Fecundidad y la
Mortalidad a través de Preguntas Censales, 1972, República del 
Paraguay, Dirección General de Estadistica y Censos, 1975 

c1977 Paraguayan Contraceptive Prevalence Survey.
dD.M. Rivarola and G. Heisecke, Poblacion, Urbanización y Recursos 

Humanos en el Paraguay Centro Paraguayo de Estudios Sociologicos, 
1970, Chapter 4 

e"0wn Children" estimate, 1972 Census in Brizuela, Op. Cit. 
Calculated from life table values reported in Brizuela and 1972 

census age distribution 
§E.Arriaga, New Life Tables for Latin American Populations in the 

Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, Population Monograph Series 
No. 3, University of California, Berkeley, 1968



TABLE 4

Children Ever Born by Age, Observed and Expected, Given 1976 Age-Specific 
Fertility Rates, by Residence, 1976 Contraceptive Prevalence Survey

Paraguay

Total ______ Gran Asuncion ____ Interior-Rural
Age
Group

Observed Expected
Pi/Fi

Observed Expected
Pi/Fi

Observed Expected
Pi/Fi(Pi) (Fi) (Pi) (F±) (Pi) (F±)

15-19 0.21 0.18 1.17 0.10 .Ob 1.67 0.26 0.24 1.07
20-24 1.20 1.11 1.08 0.69 0.50 1.38 1.39 1.37 1.01
25-29 2.88 2.48 1.16 1.48 1.21 1.23 3.44 2.91 1.18
30-34 4.27 3.78 1.13 2.11 1.83 1.16 4.90 4.40 1.11
35-39 5.93 4.98 1.19 3.10 2.22 1.39 6.85 5.90 1.16
40-44 7.04 5.53 1.27 3.24 2.41 1.35 7.91 6.89 1.15
45-49 6.67 6.00 1.11 4.24 2.44 1.74 7.31 7.17 1.02



TABLE 5

Children Ever Born by Age Croup, 
Residence, and Education, Paraguay: 1977

Residence Education

Children Ever Born 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49

Total

0.2
1.2
2.9 
4.3
5.9 
7.0 
6.7

<Gran
Asuncion

0.1
0.7
1.5
2.1
3.1
3.2
4.2

Interior

0.2
1.3
3.3 
4.9
6.7
7.8
7.2

>Complete
Primary

0.3
1.6
3.4
5.0
6.4
7.8
7.0

Complete
Primary

0.1
0.7
1.8 
2.2
4.2
4.1
4.8

Number of Cases 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49

413
374
345
291
265
183
178

211
169
169
138
125
78
78

202
205
176
.153
140
105
100

188
180
186
176
167
121
131

225
194
159
115
98
62
47



TABLE 6

1976* Age-Specific Fertility Rates, Total Fertility Rates, 
and Crude Birth Rates, Estimated from 1977 Contraceptive 

Prevalence Survey, by Residence, Paraguay:

Age-Specific
Fertility Rate Gran Interior

Age Total Asuncion Total Rural

15-19 106 41 126 136
20-24 246 126 280 291
25-29 282 149 319 305
30-34 228 93 266 281
35-39 237 62 280 298
40-44 85 16 101 106
45-49 17 0 22 21

Total Fertility Rate 6.011 2.439 6.963 7.191

Crude Birth Rate 39.5 21.9 43.1 42.6

*For the period 2/76 to 1/77; crude birth rate calculated 
using 1972 census age distribution



TABLE 7

Percent Married (In Union) by Age and Residence 
Contraceptive Prevalence Survey 

Paraguay

Gran
Age Total Asuncion Interior

15-19 1 7 . 3 1 1 . 4 1 9 . 1
20-24 50.  7 3 5 . 2 54.  8
25-29 7 5 . 6 6 3 . 7 7 9 . 5
30-34 8 5 . 2 6 8 . 3 8 9 . 7
35-39 8 8 . 9 7 8 . 5 9 1 . 6
40-44 8 8 . 0 7 5 . 4 9 2 . 3
45-49 8 0 . 3 7 2 . 4 8 2 . 2

15-49 6 0 . 4 4 8 . 1 6 3 . 8

Number of Women
(Unweighted)

15-19 413 211 202
20-24 304 169 205
25-29 345 169 176
30-34 291 138 153
35-39 265 125 140
40-44 183 78 105
45-49 178 78 100

15-49 2,049 968 1,081



TABLE 8

Current Use of Contraception by Method, All Women 15-44 and Ever Married Women 15-44 
by Geographic Area, Contraceptive Prevalence Survey, 1977

Paraguay

Contraceptive Status

Percent of Women by Contraceptive Status
All
Women
Total

Ever Married Women*

Total
Gran

Asuncion
Interior

Total Urban Rural

Modern Methods & Traditional Methods
with Some Recognized Efficacy 1 5 . 5 2 3 . 7 4 4 . 1 1 9 . 4 4 2 . 2

Oral 6 . 7 1 0 . 0 1 2 . 4 9 . 5 2 1 . 9
IUD 2 . 1 3 . 4 9 . 3 2 . 1 2 . 3
Sterilization 1 . 8 2 . 9 3 . 6 2 . 8 4 . 7
Withdrawal 1 . 7 2 . 8 2 . 1 3 . 0 7 . 0
Condom 1 . 3 1 . 8 5 . 5 1 . 0 4 . 7
Rhythm 1 . 1 1 . 6 5 . 9 0 . 7 0 . 0
Injection 0 . 5 0 . 7 3 . 2 0 . 2 0 . 0
Foam, Jelly, Tablet 0 . 3 0 . 5 1 . 9 0 . 1 1 . 6
Diaphragm 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 1 0 . 0 0 . 0

Other Methods with Little or No
Recognized Efficacy 6 . 4 7 . 8 1 3 . 7 6 . 6 3 . 9

Yuyos 5 . 0 5 . 7 6 . 5 5 . 6 2 . 3
Douche 1 . 1 1 . 7 5 . 3 0 . 9 0 . 8
Other 0 . 4 0 . 4 1 . 9 0 . 1 0 . 8

1 7 . 1
8 . 2
2.1
2 . 6
2 . 6
0 . 6
0 . 7
0.2
0 . 0
0 . 0

6 . 8
5 . 9
1 . 0
0 . 0

Lactation 1 2 . 1 1 7 . 8 1 . 9 2 1 . 1 1 0 . 9 2 2 . 2

No Method 6 5 . 8 5 0 . 6 4 0 . 2 5 2 . 9 4 3 . 0 5 3 . 9

TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

Number of Cases 
(Unweighted) 1871 1235 520 715 106 609

*Includes women in consensual union



TABLE 9

Current Use of Contraception by Method and Age Group, Ever Married Women 15-49 Years of Age
Paraguay: 1977

Contraceptive Status 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49

Modem Methods & Traditional Methods
with Some Recognized Efficacy____  8 . 1  2 0 . 1  2 5 . 6  2 8 . 7  2 3 . 5  2 8 . 1  8 . 9
Oral 3 . 9 1 1 . 1 9 . 8 13.  5 9 . 8 8 . 5 1 . 5
IUD 1 . 0 3 . 2 4 . 4 4 . 9 4 . 4 0 . 6 1 . 7
Sterilization 1 . 5 0 . 0 0 . 1 1 . 2 2 . 3 1 2 . 4 3 . 3
Condom 0 . 6 1 . 3 3 . 7 1 . 5 2 . 4 0 . 4 1 . 5
Other Medical1 1 . 2 1 . 7 1 . 7 1 . 1 1 . 4 0 . 1 0 . 0
Non-Medical2 0 . 0 2 . 7 5 . 8 6 . 4 3 . 2 6 . 0 0 . 9

Other Methods with Little or No
Recognized Efficacy 6 . 0 4 . 9 8 . 8 6 . 8 8 . 9 1 0 . 3 4 . 9
Yuyos 5. 4 3. 7 5. ,5 4 . 3  7. 0 8. 2 ■
Other*5 0., 6 1. 2 3. 3 2 . 5  1. 9 2. 1

Lactation 6 . 4 2 1 . 1 2 5 . 0 1 8 . 3 19.  7 8 . 9 0 . 7

No Method 79.  b 5 3 . 9 4 0 . 7 4 6 . 2 4 7 . 9 52.  7 8 5 . 5

TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0 100.  0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

Number of Cases 94 220 273 250 237 161 148

4 . 3
0 . 6

(Unweighted)
Foam, Jelly, Tablets, Injection, Diaphragm 
2Withdrawal, Rhythm
3Douche, Other Noncontraceptive Methods



TABLE 10

Current Use of Contraception by Method and Education,
Ever Married Women 15-44 Years of Age, Paraguay, 1977

__________Education_________
<Primary Primary >Primary 

Contraceptive Status Complete Complete Complete

Modern Methods & Traditional Methods
with Some Recognized Efficacy 1 8 . 9 3 1 . 9 4 6 . 9

Oral 8 . 6 1 5 . 4
IUD 2 . 6 4 . 5
Condom 1 . 0 1 . 6
Sterilization 2 . 8 3 . 4
Rhythm 0 . 6 2 . 3
Injection 0 . 1 1 . 9
Foam, Jelly, Tablet 0 . 2 0 . 1
Withdrawal 3 . 1 2 . 7
Diaphragm 0 . 0 0 . 0

Other Methods with Little or No
Recognized Efficacy 8 . 1 7 . 3 6 . 4

Yuyos 6 . 4 4 . 9
Douche 1 . 4 2 . 1
Other 0 . 3 0 . 3

Lactation 2 1 . 5 1 0 . 2 2 . 0

No Method 5 1 . 5 5 0 . 6 4 4 . 7

TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

Number of Cases 759 249 227
(Unweighted)

8
9
7
3
3
0
0
8
2

8
0
6



TABLE 11

Percent of Women by Date of Last Live Birth, Women Reporting Prolonged Lactation 
as a Contraceptive Method, Contraceptive Prevalence Survey, 1977

Paraguay

Percent

Before 1975 2.4
January 1975-June 1975 3. 0
July 1975-December 1975 5. 7
January 1976-March 1976 6.9
April 1976-June 1976 18.7
July 1976-September 1976 14.9
October 1976-December 1976 18.3
1977 30.2

TOTAL 100.0

Number of cases 178
(Unweighted)



TABLE 12

Methods of Contraception Ever Used by Women 15-44 Years of Age (Percent)
Contraceptive Prevalence Survey 

Paraguay: 1977

Current Users 
All Women of Lactation

Total Currently Have Have
Method Ever Used Using Used Used

Oral 1 4 . 7 6 . 7 8 . 0 2 . 8
IUD 3 . 7 2 . 1 1 . 6 0 . 4
Sterilization 1 . 8 1 . 8 0 . 0 0 . 0
Withdrawal 3 . 4 1 . 7 1 . 7 0 . 4
Condom 3 . 1 1 . 3 1 . 8 0 . 0
Rhythm 2 . 8 1 . 1 1 . 7 0 . 0
Injection 2 . 6 0 . 5 2 . 1 0 . 2
Foam, Jelly, Tablets 1 . 4 0 . 3 1 . 1 0 . 1
Diaphragm 0 . 2 0 . 0 0.  2 0 . 0
Yuyos 1 4 . 6 5 . 0 9 . 6 1 5 . 6



TABLE 13

P e r c e n t  o f  C u r r e n t l y  M a r r i e d  Women 15-44 U s i n g  C o n t r a c e p t i v e  
M e t h o d s ,  S u r v e y  E s t i m a t e s ,  P a r a g u a y ,  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  a n d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

Total Using
Sterilization
Oral
IUD
Condom rOther Methods 

Not Using 

TOTAL

Number of Women

Paraguay
1977

2 5 . 7
2 . 9

10.1
3 . 4  
1 . 8
7 . 4

7 4 . 3

100.0

1208

El Salvador3 
1975

U.S.
1973

b

2 1 . 8 6 9 . 7
9 . 8
7 . 4
2.0

0.6
2.0

1 6 . 4
2 5 . 1  

6 . 7  
9 . 4

12.1

7 8 . 2

100.0

1351

3 0 . 3

100.0

7566

aBased on unpublished data from L. Morris, R.C. Rugamas & A.M. Mendoza,
"Contraceptive Prevalence & Demographic Trends in El Salvador." Presente 
at 105th Annual Meeting of American Public Health Association, November 

, 1977, Washington, D.C.
C.F. Westoff, "Trends in Contraceptive Practice: 1965­
1973." Family Planning Perspectives 8(2), March/April 
1976, pp. 54-57 

cIncludes injection, diaphragm, foam, jelly, tablets, 
rhythm, withdrawal, douche, suppositories, and other 
methods; excludes native herbs (yuyos) and prolonged 
lactation.



TABLE L4

C u r r e n t  U s e  o f  M e d i c a l  M e t h o d s 1 a n d  Condoms b y  S o u r c e  o f  C o n t r a c e p t i o n  
a n d  G e o g r a p h i c  A r e a ,  A l l  Women 1 5 - 4 4  Y e a r s  o f  A g e ,  P a r a g u a y :  1 9 7 7

S o u r c e  o f  C o n t r a c e p t i o n 2 
O r g a n i z e d  P r o g r a m s  

P u b l i c  S e c t o r  
MOH 
IPS
O t h e r  P u b l i c 3

P e r c e n t  D i s t r i b u t i o n  b y  G e o g r a p h i c  A r e a

T o t a l
5 9 . 1

G r a n
A s u n c i o n

4 5 . 1  
1 . 4  
3 . 0

3 9 . 1

2 1 . 4
3 . 3
4 . 6

I n t e r i o r
T o t a l

6 9 . 4
U r b a n

7 6 . 0

5 7 . 4
0 . 4
2 . 1

R u r a l
■ 6 7 . 6

7 0 . 0
0.0
2.0

5 4 . 1
0 . 5
2.2

P r i v a t e  S e c t o r
CEPEP4 9.  5

C o m m e r c i a l  S e c t o r  34.  7
P r i v a t e  M D / C l i n i c  1 4 . 7
P h a r m a c y  2 0 . 0

O t h e r  4 . 3

Unknown 2 . 0

TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0

Nu mb er  o f  C a s e s  345

9 . 9 9 . 4 4 . 0

5 3 . 3
2 6 . 6
2 6 . 6

2 5 . 2
8 . 5  

26.  6

2 0 . 0
2 . 0

1 8 . 0

2 6 . 5

4 . 3 4 . 3 4 . 0 4 . 3

3 . 3 1 . 3 0 . 0 1 . 6

1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

217 128 38 90

i n c l u d e s  o r a l s ,  IUD, s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,  i n j e c t i o n ,  f o a m ,  j e l l y ,  t a b l e t s ,  
a n d  d i a p h r a g m

2 S o u r c e  o f  C o n t r a c e p t i o n :  MOH -  M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h
CEPEP -  I P P F  A f f i l i a t e

IP S  -  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  I n s t i t u t e  
3 I n c l u d e s  M i l i t a r y  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  
^ I n c l u d e s  b o t h  CEPEP a n d  C E P E P - a f f i l i a t e d  c l i n i c s



TABLE 15

C u r r e n t  U s e  o f  M e d i c a l  M e t h o d s 1 a n d  Condoms  b y  S o u r c e  o f  C o n t r a c e p t i o n  
a n d  M e t h o d ,  A l l  Women 1 5 - 4 4  Y e a r s  o f  A g e ,  P a r a g u a y :  19 77

S o u r c e  o f  C o n t r a c e p t i o n ^  
O r g a n i z e d  P r o g r a m s  

P u b l i c  S e c t o r  
MOH 
IP S
O t h e r  P u b l i c 3

P r i v a t e  S e c t o r  
CEPEP1*

C o m m e r c i a l  S e c t o r
P r i v a t e  M D / C l i n i c  
P h a r m a c y

O t h e r

Unknown

TOTAL

Number  o f  C a s e s

T o t a l O r a l IUD O t h e r
5 9 . 1 6 6 . 0 7 6 . 6 3 7 . 9

4 5 . 1 5 4 . 3 4 6 . 4 2-8.9
1 . 4 0 . 9 2 . 7 1 . 6
3 . 0 1 . 5 1 . 4 6 . 4

9 . 5 9 . 4 2 6 . 1 1 . 1

3 4 . 7 3 0 . 6 1 8 . 9 5 0 . 1
14.  7 1 1 . 9 1 8 . 9 1 7 . 2
2 0 . 0 18.  7 0 . 0 3 2 . 8

4 . 3 1 . 5 2.  7 9 . 8

2 . 0 1 . 9 1 . 7 2 . 1

1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

345 163 77 105

i n c l u d e s  o r a l ,  IUD, i n j e c t i o n ,  f o a m ,  j e l l y ,  t a b l e t s ,  d i a p h r a g m ,  
s t e r i l i z a t i o n

2 S o u r c e  o f  C o n t r a c e p t i o n :  MOH -  M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h
CEPEP -  I P P F  A f f i l i a t e

I P S  -  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  I n s t i t u t e  
3I n c l u d e s  M i l i t a r y  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  
^ I n c l u d e s  b o t h  CEPEP a n d  C E P E P - a f f i l i a t e d  c l i n i c s



E s t i m a t e d  Numb er  o f  C u r r e n t  U s e r s  o f  C o n t r a c e p t i o n  
b y  M e t h o d :  P a r a g u a y ,  1 9 7 7

M e t h o d  - No.  o f  U s e r s 1 P e r c e n t 2

TABLE 16

O r a l  C o n t r a c e p t i v e s  4 3 , 9 0 0  4 3 . 3
R h y th m  & W i t h d r a w a l  1 8 , 3 0 0  1 8 . 0
IUD 1 3 , 7 0 0  1 3 . 5
S t e r i l i z a t i o n  1 1 , 8 0 0  1 1 . 6
O t h e r  M e t h o d s 3 1 3 , 7 0 0  1 3 . 5

1 0 1 , 4 0 0  1 0 0 . 0

b o u n d e d  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  h u n d r e d  
2D o e s  n o t  a d d  t o  1 0 0 . 0  d u e  t o  r o u n d i n g  
3I n c l u d e s  c o n d o m ,  i n j e c t i o n ,  f o a m ,  j e l l y ,  v a g i n a l  

t a b l e t s ,  a n d  d i a p h r a g m

TABLE 17

E s t i m a t e d  Number  o f  A c t i v e  U s e r s  o f  C o n t r a c e p t i o n  
b y  S o u r c e  o f  S u p p l y :  P a r a g u a y ,  197 7

A c t i v e  U s e r s  
S o u r c e  o f  S u p p l y  N u m b e r 1
O r g a n i z e d  P r o g r a m s  4 9 , 1 0 0

P u b l i c  S e c t o r :
M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h  3 7 , 5 0 0
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  I n s t i t u t e  1 , 2 0 0
O t h e r 2 2 , 4 0 0

P r i v a t e  S e c t o r :
CEPEP 8 , 0 0 0

C o m m e r c i a l  S e c t o r  3 4 , 0 0 0

O t h e r 3 1 8 , 3 0 0

TOTAL 1 0 1 , 4 0 0

b o u n d e d  t o  n e a r e s t  h u n d r e d
2M i l i t a r y  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  a n d  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y
3I n c l u d e s  m e t h o d s  w i t h  n o  s o u r c e :  r h y t h m  a n d  w i t h d r a w a l



TABLE 18

E s t i m a t e d  Numb er  o f  A c t i v e  U s e r s  o f  P r o g r a m - S u p p l i e d  M e t h o d s :  P a r a g u a y ,  1977
R e s u l t s  o f  C o n t r a c e p t i v e  P r e v a l e n c e  S u r v e y  

C o m p a r e d  t o  Number  o f  A c t i v e  U s e r s  R e p o r t e d  b y  D a t a  S y s t e m s

M e t h o d

Number  o f  A c t i v e  U s e r s
S u r v e y * *  

( M a r . - A p r .  ’ 77)
P r o g r a m  D a t a  

( D e c .  3 1 ,  1 9 7 6 )

O r a l  C o n t r a c e p t i v e s  
I U D ' s
S u r g i c a l  C o n t r a c e p t i o n  
O t h e r s *

2 8 , 9 0 0
1 0 , 5 0 0

7 , 6 0 0
2,100

4 0 , 1 4 6
1 9 , 6 1 5

0
8 , 6 1 5

TOTAL 4 9 , 1 0 0 6 8 , 3 7 6

* I n c l u d e s  c o n d o m ,  i n j e c t i o n ,  f o a m ,  j e l l y ,  t a b l e t s ,  a n d  d i a p h r a g m
* * R o u n d e d  t o  n e a r e s t  h u n d r e d



TABLE 19

P e r c e n t  o f  A l l  Women 1 5 - 4 4 ,  w i t h  H i s t o r y  o f  
A b o r t i o n ,  b y  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s  a n d  R e s i d e n c e  

P a r a g u a y :  1 9 7 5

R E S I D E N C E

M a r i t a l  S t a t u s TOTAL
G r a n

A s u n c i o n T o t a l
I n t e r i o r

U r b a n R u r a l
L e g a l l y  M a r r i e d 2 4 . 0 3 7 . 5 2 1 . 4 1 8 . 4 2 1 . 7
Common-Law 1 8 . 4 3 2 . 8 1 5 . 2 ** 1 4 . 9
S e p / W i d / D i v 2 4 . 3 ** ** ** **

S i n g l e 4 . 4 1 1 . 4 1 . 8 2 . 0 1 . 8

TOTAL 1 5 . 3 2 3 . 4 1 3 . 1 1 0 . 9 1 3 . 3

E v e r  M a r r i e d 22.  7 3 6 . 4 1 9 . 8 1 8 . 0 2 0 . 0

Number  o f  C a s e s
L e g a l l y  M a r r i e d 910 362 5 4 8 87 461
Common-Law 294 137 157 16 141
S e p / W i d / D i v 29 19 10 3 7
S i n g l e 636 370 266 60 206

TOTAL 1 8 7 1 8 9 0 981 166 815

E v e r  M a r r i e d 1 2 3 5 5 2 0 715 106 609

** <25 c a s e s



TABLE 20

Percent of Ever Married Women 15-44 Years of Age with History 
of Abortion^y Education and by Age Group 

Paraguay: 1977

Percent

Number of Cases

Total
22.7

1235

Education
<Primary Primary
Complete Complete 

20.4  24 .3

759 249

^Primary
Complete

37.4

227

Percent

Number of Cases

Total

1235

Age Group
15-19
— 47?

94

20-24
~TF7¥

220

25-29
'¿0.9

273

30-34
24.8

250

35-39
~~27TI

237

40-44
~Z7T0

161

includes both induced and spontaneous abortions



TABLE 21

Complication Status of Women 15-44 Years of Age with History of Abortion' 
Following Most Recent Abortion by Residence and by Marital Status,

Paraguay: 1977

________ Residence__________
Complication Gran

Status Total Asuncion Interior
Percent Receiving 
Medical Attention 60.4 87.2 47.2

Percent Hospitalized 42.7 64.2 22.2

Number of Cases 374 232 142

Marital Status

Total Married
Common- 
Law

Sep/Wid/
Div Single

Percent Receiving 
Medical Attention 60.4 60.4 47.7 a* 76.3

Percent Hospitalized 42.7 44.1 33.7 it* 43.8

Number of Cases 374 239 65 10 59

includes both induced and spontaneous abortion 
**N <25



TABLE 22

Planning Status of Last Pregnancy, Women 15-44 Having at Least One Pregnancy 
Since January 1, 1972, by Residence, Current Parity and Current 
Contraceptive Use, 1977 Contraceptive Prevalence Survey, Paraguay

Residence______  _________Current Parity

Planning Status Total
Gran

Asuncion
Interior 

Urban Rural 1 2 3 4 5+

Planned 71.5 75.5 75.5 70.4 79.0 83. 7 77.3 71.6 62.4

Mistimed 23.4 19.5 19.8 24.4 18.6 14.4 19.5 26.8 28.8

Unwanted 4 . 9 4 . 8 4 . 7 4 . 9 2 . 2 1 . 9 3.3 1 . 6 8 . 5

Unknown 0.1 0 . 2 0 . 0 0 . 2 0.1 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 3

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 JOO.O 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0

Number of Cases 
(Unweighted)

962 338 83 541 209 187 120 114 332



TABLE 23

Current Pregnancy Intention, by Marital Status, Residence, and Current Parity 
Paraguay Contraceptive Prevalence Survey, 1977

Married Women
Residence______  _________ Current Parity

Pregnancy
Intention

All
Women

Single
Women Total

Gran
Asuncion

Interior 
Urban Rural 0 1 2 3-4 5+

Desires Pregnancy 
Does not Desire

1 0 . 9 6 . 2 1 4 . 2 1 9 . 6 1 7 . 7 1 3 . 4 3 4 . 1 2 5 . 6 1 6 . 2 1 2 . 4 6.  7

Pregnancy 7 4 . 9 8 9 . 3 6 4 . 6 6 9 . 8 6 3 . 2 6 3 . 6 3 0 . 5 4 7 . 3 6 6 . 3 7 0 . 8 7 3 . 7
Don11 Know 1 . 7 1 . 4 1 . 9 1 . 0 4 . 0 1 . 9 2 . 9 2 . 1 2 . 3 2 . 1 1 . 4
Currently Pregnant 1 2 . 5 3 . 2 1 9 . 2 9 . 4 2 1 . 6 2 1 . 2 3 2 . 6 2 4 . 8 1 5 . 1 1 4 . 7 1 8 . 1
Unknown 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 1 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

Number of Women 1871 637 1205 500 103 602 120 212 213 290 370
(Unweighted)



TABLE 24

Current

Contraceptive Use

Effective Method 
Ineffective Method* 
No Method

TOTAL

Number of Women 
(Unweighted)

Contraceptive Use of Women 15-44 Not Desiring Pregnancy 
by Residence and Marital Status

19.1
22.4
58.5

1370

All Women
Residence

Gran Interior
Total Asuncion Urban Rural

28.7
9 . 2

62.1

100. 0  100.0

687

32.2  
13.5
53.2

119

14.3
27.7
58.0

100.0  100.0

564

34.4
37 . 0
28.6

100.0

797

Married Women
Residence

Gran Interior
Total Asuncion Urban Rural

60.8
18.3
20.8

100.0

358

63.3
24.1
12.7

25.0  
42.9
32.1

100. 0  100.0  

65 374

*Includes yuyos, lactation, douche, and other ineffective methods



TABLE 25

Reason Not Currently Using Contraception, Women 15-44 by Marital Status and Residence
Paraguay Contraceptive Prevalence Survey, 1977

Married Women
All Single Gran Interior

Reason Women Women Total Asuncion Urban Rural

Not Sexually Active 
Menopause/Subfecund

Gl .  9 
3.  4

9 0 . 4
0 . 5

3 . 6
7 . 0

4 . 2  
1 4 . 1

3 . 8
1 . 9

3 . 5
6 . 2

Pregnant or Think Pregnant 
Trying to Get Pregnant 
Postpartum

1 6 . 9
8 . 9
2 . 7

2 . 4
1 . 5  
0 . 4

3 5 . 2  
■ 1 8 . 2  

5 . 6

24.  7 
2 9 . 7  

9 . 5

4 7 . 2  
1 7 . 0  

5.  7

3 5 . 9
1 6 . 4

5 . 0

Personal-"does not want 
or like contraception" 

Other Personal1 
Religious

1 0 . 1
4 . 2
0 . 5

1 . 0
3 . 2
0 . 0

2 1 . 5
5 . 6
1 . 1

1 2 . 9
1 . 5
0 . 0

1 1 . 3
5 , 7
7 . 5

23.  7 
6 . 2  
0 . 8

Unknown 1 . 3 0 . 6 2 . 2 3 . 4 0 . 0 2 . 1

TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

Number of Women 
(Unweighted) 1138 561 555 186 45 324

includes responses such as: "don't know where to obtain," "don't know how
to use," "can't afford," "bad for my health."



TABLE 26

Reason Not Currently Using Contraception, Women 15-44 Not 
Currently Desiring Pregnancy* by Marital Status and Residence 

Paraguay Contraceptive Prevalence Survey, 1977

Married Women
All Single Gran

Reason Women Women Total Asuncion Interio

Not Sexually Active 73.1 94.1 8 . 9 9 . 0 8 . 8
Menopause/Subfecund 2 . 8 0 . 4 9 . 8 24 .0 7. 7

Thinks Pregnant 0.1 0 . 0 0 . 5 1 . 0 0 . 4
Postpartum 4 . 0 0 . 4 15 . 0 23 . 0 13.8

Person - "does not want
or like contraception" 12.1 1.1 45 . 9 23.0 49.4

Other Personal1 5 . 2 3 . 4 11.0 3 . 0 12.3
Religious 0 . 5 0 . 0 2 . 0 0 . 0 2 . 3

Unknown 2 . 2 0 . 7 6 . 9 17 . 0 5.4

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Number of Women 706 485 201 74 127
(Unweighted)

*Excludes those who are currently pregnant, those using ineffective methods 
and lactation

includes responses such as: "don't know where to obtain," " don't know how 
to use," "can't afford," "bad for health."



TABLE 27

Percent of Women 15-44 in Need of Family Planning Services* by Marital 
Status by Residence, Age, and Parity 

Paraguay Contraceptive Prevalence Survey, 1977

Total

Percent in Need
Marital Status

Total

24.9

Currently 
In Union

35 . 0 10 . 9

Number of Cases
Marital Status

Single Total

1,879

Currently 
In Union

1,205

Single

637

Residence
Gran Asuncion
Urban
Rural

11.0  
1 1 . 8  
30. 7

17 . 6
17 . 6
40.7

5.4
5 . 0

14 .2

890
166
815

500
103
602

371
60
206

Age
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44

19.4  
21 . 3  
33 . 9
31.5
38 . 2
36 . 2

20.9
29.6  
39.5  
34. 6 
41.2
35.7

7 . 0
13 .2

20.3

413
374
345
291
265
183

94
214
268
244
229
156

319
154

164

Parity
0
1
2
3
4
5

/6+

3. 8
23 .8  
34 . 6  
34. 7
33 . 8  
47. 7
45 . 9

6.4
22.7  
33 . 2
34.7
32 . 0  
48.4
46 . 0

3 . 3

36 .8

612
286
265
172
145
105
286

120
212
213
154
136
101
269

489

148

*Unmet need defined as women not currently desiring pregnancy, who are using 
ineffective methods, or are not using any method for reasons not related 
to pregnancy, subfecundity, and sexual activity.



TABLE 28

Percent Distribution of Women 15-44 in Need of Family Planning Services* 
in Categories of Marital Status, Residence, Age, and Parity

Marital Status

Total
Currently 
In Union

Previously
Married Single

Total 100.0 82.0 0.3 17.8

Residence 100.0 82 . 0 0 . 3 17 .8
Gran Asuncion 9.5 7 . 0 0.1 2 . 4
Urban 3 . 9 3 . 2 0 . 0 0 . 7
Rural 86 . 6 71.8 0.1 14. 7

Age 100. 0 82 . 0 0.3 17.8
15-19 10 . 8 4.1 0 . 0 6 . 6
20-24 17.0 12.0 0 . 0 5 . 0
25-29 20.5 18.0 0.1 2 . 3
30-34 15.7 14 . 7 0 . 0 1 . 0
35-39 19.7 18.9 0 . 0 0 . 8
40-44 16.4 14.2 0.1 2 . 0

Parity 100.0 82.0 0 . 3 17.8
0 5 . 7 1 . 4 0.1 4.1
1 11.8 6 . 9 0 . 0 4 . 9
2 15.3 10.5 0 . 0 4 . 8
3 9 . 2 8 . 3 0. 1 0 . 7
4 9 . 3 8 . 3 0 . 0 1 . 0
5
A4-

11.3 11.2 0 . 0 0.1
37.5 35.4 0 . 0 2.1

* See Table 23



D3PR0FA 
• EPAP-77

Sector Ho. /  /  /

Departamento: ______

D is tr ito : ______

Localidad:

HOJA DE HOGAR Húmero de C uestionario  / - ■  y — 7 - J j

Area, de Empadronamiento l i l i

___________ ¿ Z Z Z 7
ru m

Segmento Ho. ZZX ZZ ' /
Dirección (D escripción Exacta)

Hombre Je fe  de Hogar: __________________________________________

Húmero Miembros Hogar: T o ta l _¡ Hombres __________  M ujeres ______

Itánero Mujeres en tre  I 5-U9 años de edad (m ujeres en edad fé r ti l- l íE F ) : •___________

Si no hay MEF, TERMINE LA ENCUESTA * .

Si hay MEF, completar e s ta  hoja a l  i n ic ia r  l a  e n tre v is ta
(Anotar en primer lugar a la  mujer de menor edad y p ro seg u ir  en., orden ascendente)

HOMBRE Y APELLIDO DE MEF EDAD EST. CIVH ESCOLARIDAD
1-
2-
3-
4-
5- f
b-
7-

IÌJ- ■

SELECCION DE LA EITTREVI5TADA

ULTIMO DIGITO DEL HUMERO DE CUESTIONARIO
1 1 2

HUMERC
3.

) DE m:
4

£F Eli 1
5

:l hogar
6 , 7 8 :

0 1 2 X 1 2 5 2
1 1 1 1 ’ 2 3 (j % l.
O 1 2 2 O“)

. . .  T -
1 i r rm

3 ■ 1 1 3 ' k '"1 b r>el 5 3
b T_ 2 1 1 1 3 6 ii
5 1 .1 2 0c„ )i 7 c5

......... "  6 "  " ------------- 1 0t_. 3 .3 3 b ;i. n
7 1 1 1 • U b 0c. 7
b 1 ti 2 1 5 1 X 0
9 1 ?.. 3 2 1 U 1

Fe clin de la  En i-, re vi s ta :

En t r  evi stadera: CoorcìitKidor :



- 2  -

DEFROFA ,
FPAP-77 - CUESTIONARIO

N mero de C uestionario - / / / / / / / /

Area de Bspadronamiento / / / / / / m

Sector No, / / / / / / n

ENTRE LAS MUJERES DE ESTE KCGAK, SORTEAMOS UNA PARA CONVERSAR CON ELLA. ME TOCcJ EN 
SUERTE íIABLAR CON USTED Y QUIERO QUE ME AYUDE CONTESTÁNDOME ALGUNAS PREGUNTAS QUE NOS 
AYUDARÁ A MEJORAR LOS SERVICIOS DE SALUD DEL PARAGUAY.

1- Cuantos años cumplidos t ie n e  usted? (Cuál es su edad?):

años.

m 7  n j

2 -  Cuál es su a c tu a l estado c iv i l?  (Es u s te d ):

l )  Casada /  /

3) Separada o 
Divorciada / 7

2) Unida (acompañada) /  /

4) Viuda '

5) S o lte ra

( )

! i

1 /

3- Educación: Cuál es e l  ú ltim o grado o curso que u s te d  aprobó?:

i n o

\h j

Alguna vez quedó u sted  embarazada?: Si /  /  No/  /  Duda / /  I /  /

5- Ahora ( actualm ente), e s tá  embarazada?: S i/  /  No/  /  Duda / / ¡ZZ7

ii



6-

7-

8-

*
*

Cuántas veces en su v ida  quedó u sted  embarazada?

__________________ ____embarazos •
x • ••

SI LA ENTREVISTADA DIJO NO HABER ESTADO EMBARAZADA Y NO ESTÁ EMBARA­
ZALA ACTUADSETE (TIENE CERO EMBARAZOS) SALTE. A LA PREGUNTA 12.

■ '
Cuántos h ijo s  que nacieron  vivos ha ten ido?  (m ujeres y varones) 

______________¡_______ h ijo s

Cuántos de esos h i jo s  que nacieron  v ivos, e stán  actualm ente vivos? 

_________________‘_____ h ijo s

8a. Ha olvidado algún h i jo  que nació  vivo pero que ya murió?:

7  '

- 3  - •

sí / 7 No /
8b. Ha o lv id a d o  algún h i j o  que ya no v iv e  con Uüfced?:

Si / / No / 7
SI A .CUALQUIERA DE LAS DOS PREGUNTAS ANTERIORES (8a y 8b) RESPONDE 
AFIRMATIVAI-ÍENTE, HAGA LA CORRECCIÓN CORRESPONDIENTE EN LAS PREGUNTAS 
7 y 8. '

9-  En qué fecha (cuando) tuvo e l  ú ltim o de sus h i jo s  (hombre o mujer)

que nació vivo?: Mes _•_____  Año ______________

10- En qué fecha (cuando) tuvo e l  ú ltim o de sus h i jo s  (hombre o mujer)

que nació  muerto?: Mes Año

\ n j  n o

ÍZZZ7 EU

ÍZZ7 EU

7 / / /
:/ / / /

?/ / / /
/ / / /

i
i»



2.1- Cuando se embarazó l a  ú ltim a  vez, ¿fué porgue u sted  lo  deseaba?

Si i Z J  No /  7

SI LA RESPUESTA ES NO, PREGUNTE SI NO DESEABA MIS EMBARAZARSE 0 SOLO 
QUERj-A ESPERAR UnS TIEMPO PAPA OTRO EMBARAZO (O PARA EL PRIMERO):

No quería  más ningún h i jo  (ya t ie n e  h ijo s )

No deseaba todav ía  o tro  h i jo  (ya t ie n e  h ijo s )

No deseaba to d av ía  te n e r  hijo., (no t ie n e  h ijo s )  
i *

No deseaba te n e r  h ijo  (no t ie n e  h i jo s )

/  ( l im ita r )

/  7 (e s p a c ia r)^  !
/ I

r  /  (e sp e ra r)V

/  /  (no qu iere
h i jo s )

n o

n o

12- Actualmente u s te d  desea un embarazo?:

si ezj n=> ZZ7 Duda /  / n o

13- Ha ten ido  alguna voz aborto  o pérdida?

Si /3Z7 No ¡ 1 Duda /  7 n o

l ;i- Cuántas veces? Aborto (s)

15- En qué fecha le  ocu rrió  e l  ú ltim o aborto  o pérdida?: 

Mes Año

l / / /

/ / / /

/ / / /

16- Cuando tuvo e s ta  ú ltim a pérd ida  (a b o rto ) , fué a al£Ún h o sp ita l  o 
Centro de Salud o C onsultorio  p ara  que l a  a tend ieran? :

sí n o  n° n o

SI LA RESPUESTA’ES SI, PREGUNTE SI EN ESA CCASK'N:

a) Se. in te rn ó ?  J_ ___/

b) No se in te rnó?  /_____ J

n o

n o



- 5 -

AHORA, QUISIERA QUE HABLE-IOS SOBRE LAS COSAS O MÉTODOS ANTICONCEP­
TIVOS, PARA EVITAR EMBARAZOS (PARA NO QUEDAR E-IRARAZADA) .

(HAGA LA MISMA INTRODUCCIÓN A LAS PREGUNTAS 17, 18, 19)

- 17- Conoce

1- P íld o ra , p a s t i l l a s ,  ____
gestágenos

2- E sp ira l, D ispositivo
in tra u te r in o  •i

3- Condón, p re se rv a tiv o , 
goma

4- Inyecciones ( p e r lu ta l ,  
depo-provera).

5- Espuma, ja le a ,  ta b le ta s  
vaginales

6- Diafragma o capuchón 
vaginal

7 - E s te r i l iz a c ió n  ( in c lu ­
yendo llis te rec tom ía)

8- Ritmo, ab stin en c ia  p e rió ­
d ica  o calendario

9- R e tiro

10- Lavado o ducha vag inal

11- L actancia prolongada

12- Yuyos (pojó ñaná)

13- Otras p a s t i l l a s  u  o tra s  
inyecciones

lU- Otros Métodos

15- Ninguno

l3-Ha usado 19-Usa Actualmente

/
V

£Z /

/ “7 / ■7

/ / r /

/ / r “7

/ / el /

/ “7 el /

/ “7 EL /

J / 17 EL /
/ Z7 E 17
/ 17 E /
/ 17 E /
/ "7 r /

/ ~~7 r /

/ 17 r /
/ Z7 LU ZZ7



+■

%
SOLO PARA LAS QUE USAI! ACTUALMENTE O HAN USADO:

~ 6 " .

20- Dónde consiguió (obtuvo) ( e l )  ( la )  ______________ que usa  actualm ente

o (e l )  ( la )  ____________ -____________ que usó l a  ú ltim a  vez.

t >_ ULTIMO ACTUAL

1- H osp ita l, Centro o Puesto d e l M in is te rio  de 
Salud, P rotección Fam iliar (incluyendo Cruz 
Roja y 'P o lic lin ic o  P o l ic ia l)  •

/ / £=7

2- C lín icas del CEPEP (incluyendo M aternidad 
Nacional) /  / r 7

3- I n s t i tu to  de P rev isión  Social (IPS) n o /  /
lj- Médico, C lín ica  u H osp ita l Privado (incluyendo 

Misión de Amistad, H osp ita les B a u tis ta  y  Adven­
t i s t a )

(  / r ~ i

5- Sanidad M ilita r n o ZZ7
6- /

Farmacia n o /  /
7- En o tro  lu g ar (Almacén, Mercado, e tc )

i  i r 7
e sp e c if ic a r i

[ é - No. se a p lic a  . /  /
9- No sabe n o EO
10- En e l  ex tran je ro n o /  /



2 1 -

- 7  -

RESULTADO DE LA ENTREVISTA n u

1- R ealizada to ta lm ente ZZ7

No R ealizada to ta lm ente i*

2- Moradores ausentes en e l  momento de l a  v i s i t a  '

No hay MEF en e l  hogar •

5- Rechazo du ran te  l a  E.V. p o r  l a  e n tr e v is ta d a

p o r f a m il ia re s

6- Rechazo t o t a l
j

7- V ivienda no ocupada (no t i e n e  ocupan tes)
• . ' .•/

* • -V
8- V ivienda no encon trada  '' . J

9- O tras  causas ________________ . ■ ••___________________

ZZ7

3- A usencia de l a  so rte a d a  en e l  momento de l a  v i s i t a  /  /

EU
n o .

c o r

EO
n o

n o

n o
e s p e c i f ic a r



^ ¿ U r  ,3 tj U  fi March 1977

C O D E  B O O K

EPAP: Encuesta de la Prevalencia de Anticonceptivos
Paraguaya

(Paraguayan Contraceptive Prevalence Survey)

Item

1. Study ID

2. .Questionnaire Number

3. Sector Number 
(Sección No. in Gran
Asuncion)

4. Enumeration Area

5. Departament

6. Segment No.

7. No. of Persons in
Household

Code

EPAP

T.L.5: Interviewer Number
(1-8 Valid)

T.L.6-8: Location, of Interview 
001-449=Gran Asuncion 
500-999=Interior

As recorded

As recorded

As recorded:
01-19 = Interior

20 = Gran Asuncion

As recorded

As recorded

8. No. of Men In House­
hold

As recorded

9. No. of Women in 
Household

As recorded

10. No. of Women of 
Fertile Age

As recorded

FIRST WOMAN OF FERTILE AGE

As recorded : 
15-49 valid 

99 unknown

12. Marital Status 1 = Legally Married
2 = Common Law
3 = Separated or Divorced
4 = Widow
5 = Single
9 = Unknown

Tape
Locations

1-4

5-8

9-10

11-13

14-15

16-18

19-20

21-22

23-24

25

26-27

28



2

13.

Item

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Code

Education 0 = None (Ninguna)
1 = Primary 1-3 (Primaria 1-3)
2 = Primary 4-5 (Frimaria 4-5)
3 = Complete Primary (Primaria 6 or

completa)
4 = Secondary 1-3 (Basico)
5 = Secondary 4-6 (Bachillerato)

■ 6 = University
9 = Unknown

SECOND WOMAN OF FERTILE AGE 

Age

1i
Marital Status

Education

THIRD WOMAN OF FERTILE AGE

Age As kecorded
15-49 valid 

99 unknown

Marital Status 1 = Legally Married
2 = Common Law
3 = Separated or Divorced
4 = Widow
5 “ Single 
9 = Unknown

As Recorded .
15-49 valid 

99 unknown

1 = Legally Married
2 = Common Law
3 = Separated or Divorced
4 = Widow
5 = Single 
9 = Unknown

0 = None (Ninguna)
1 = Primary 1-3 (Primaria 1-3)
2 = Primary 4-5 (Primaria 4-5)
3 = Complete Primary (Primaria 6

or completa)
4 = Secondary 1-3 (Basico)
5 = Secondary 4-6 (Bachillerato)
6 = University
9 = Unknown

/ / 
t

29

Tape
Location

30-31

32

33

34-35

i



3

19.

Item

2 0 . , 

21.

- 2 2.

23.

24.

Code
Tape

Location

Education 0 = None (Ninguna)
1 = Primary 1-3 (Primaria 1-3)
2 = Primary 4-5 (Primaria 4-5)
3 = Complete Primary (Primaria 6

or completa)
4 = Secondary 1-3 (Básico)
5 = Secondary 4-6 (Bachillerato)
6 = University
9 = Unknown

37

FOURTH WOMAN OF FERTILE AGE

Age

I i
Marital Status

As Recorded 
15-49 valid 

99 unknown

1 = Legally Married
2 = Common Law
3 = Separated or Divorced
4 = Widow
5 = Single 
9 = Unknown

38-39

40

Education 0 = None (Ninguna)
1 = Primary 1-3 (Primaria 1-3)
2 = Primary 4-5 (Primaria 4-5)
3 = Complete Primary (Primaria 6

or completa)
4 = Secondary 1-3 (Básico)
5 = Secondary 4-6 (Bachillerato)
6 = University
9 = Unknown

41

FIFTH WOMAN OF FERTILE AGE

Age As Recorded 
15-49 valid 

99 unknown

(£2-43)

Marital Status 1 = Legally Married
2 = Common Law
3 = Separated or Divorced
4 = Widow
5 = Single
9 = Unknown

44



4

25.

Item

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Code
Tape

Location

Education 0 = None (Ninguna)
1 = Primary 1-3 (Primaria 1-3)
2 = Primary 4-5 (Primaria 4-5)
3 = Complete Primary (Primaria 6

or completa)
4 = Secondary 1-3 (Básico)
5 = Secondary 4-6 (Bachillerato)
6 = University
9 = Unknown

45

No. of Women 
Selected for Interview

Code No. of Woman Circled 46

(NOTE: Everything above this point is from the household cover
( sheet; everything after it is from the individual ques­

tionnaire)

Age of Respondent (Ql) As Recorded:
15-49 valid 

. 99

47-48

Marital Status (Q2) 1 = Legally Married
2 = Common Law
3 = Separated or Divorced
4 = Widowed
5 = Single
9 = Unknown

49

Education Q3) 0 = None (Ninguna)
1 = Primary 1-3 (Primaria 1-3)
2 = Primary 4-5 (Primaria 4-5)
3 = Complete Primary (Primaria 6

or completa)
4 = Secondary 1-3 (Básico)
5 = Secondary 4-6 (Bachillerato)
6 =’ University 
9 = Unknown

50

Have you ever been 
pregnant? (Q4)

1 = Yes
2 = No
9 = Don't know

51

Are you pregnant 
now? (Q5)

1 = Yes
2 = No
9 = Don't know

52

32. How many times in your As Recorded 
life have you been 99 = Unknown
pregnant? (Q6)

53-54
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33.

34.

35. .

f

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

*

Item Code
Tape

Location

No. of children 
born alive (Q7)

No. of living 
children (Q8)

As Recorded 
.99 = Unknown 

Blank = Not- Applicable 
As Recorded 
99 = Unknown 

Blank = Not Applicable

55-56

57-58

Date of last live 
birth (Q9)

Date of last 
stillbirth (Q10)

Month = 01-12 
Year = 37-77 
(99 = Unknown)

(Blank = Not Applicable)

Month = 01-12 
Year = 37-77 
(99 = Unknown 

(Blank = Not Applicable

At time of last preg- 1 = Yes
nancy did you want 2 = No
to become pregnant! 9 = Unknown
(Qll) Blank = Not Applicable

IF PREGNANCY NOT DESIRED (Tape Location 67=2)
t iaV t - x

Planning status 5 rl = Unwanted 
y  2 = Mistimed 

9 = Unknown 
Blank = Not Applicable

I 1
I

Do you currently de­
sire a pregnancy? 
(Q12)

Have you had afi abor­
tion or miscarriage 
(Q13)? '

How many times (Q14)?

9 = Unknown 
Blank * Not Applicable

r) '
rC

1 = Yes
2 = No
9 = Don't know

1 = Yes
2 = No
3 = Don't know

Certain: As Recorded:
1- 8+  =  1-8 

9 = Unknown

59-60
61-62

63-64
65-66

Planning status by 1 = Unwanted 1 . , r . . , , ̂ u - u  , . , o . j > 2nd & higher orderfirst or higher birth 2 = Mistimed J °
order 3 = Mistimed i ,/ tt . , rFirst order4 = Unwanted >

67

I'»»,. 68

1 (69
L 3

M U

C\ ‘A

i 70

71

72

Including not Certain: Include No,
parenthesis:
1- 8+  =  1-8 

9 = Unknown

in 73



Item Code
Tape

Location

43.

44.

45.

Date of last abortion 
or miscarriage (Q15)

Month = 01-12 
Year = 37-77 

99 = Unknown 
Blank = Not Applicable

46,

At last miscarriage 1 
or abortion did you 2 
go to a hospital, 9
health center or Blank 
clinic for medical 
attention (Q16)?

If yes in Item 44 1
(T.*L.78=1) : Were 2
you hospitalized (Q16)?9 
(Se Ihternoi?) Blank

For each method, 
knowledge, previous 
use and current use: 
(Q's 17,18,19)

Yes
No
Unknown
Not Applicable

Yes
No
Unknown
Not Applicable

IDo not know 
Knowledge only 
Have used 
Current use 
Unknown

74-75
76-77

78

79

Method
1) Oral Ccntraceptives 80
2) IUD 81
3) Condcro 82
4) Inj ection 83
5) Foam, Jelly, Vaginal Tablets 84
6) Diaphragm 85
7) Sterilization (including hy^erec tomy) 86
8) Rhythm * 87
9) Withdrawal 88

10) Douche 89
*-- 11) Prolonged Lactation • 90

12) Yuyos (native roots) 91
L3) Other non-contraceptive pills or inj ections 92
14) Other methods 93

47. If not currently . 0 = menopause 94
using, reason: 
(added Q)

1 = Not sexually active
2 = Currently pregnant 

"— 3 = Postpartum
4 = Trying to get pregnant
5 = Subfecund/infertile
6 = Religious Reasons
7 = Fear of taking contraception/

Health reasons
8 = Does not want or does not like
9 = Unknown/not stated
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Itera

48-50

(48)

(49)

(50) 

51

Code
Tape

Location

Source of Method for those who are currently 
using or have used in the past (Q20)

t.

01 = Ministry of Health
02 = CEPEP
03 = IPS (Social Security)
04 = Private M.D. or clinic
05 = Military clinic
06 = Pharmacy
07 = Other (general store,,, market, etc.)
.08 = Method has no source '
09 = Unknown
10 = Another country 11 = Universidad Nacional
12 = Clinic supported by CEPEP

Blank = Not Applicable

Source of Currently 
used method(s)

Code up to 2 methods listed in 
Q19 in order of listing
Method it 1 = As Recorded 95-96
Method it2 = As Recorded 97-98

Last Method(s) 
Used

Up to 2 methods should be coded 
only if there is no current use; 
code according to method code in 
Item 46:
Method It 1 = As Recorded 
Method //2 As Recorded

99-100
101 - 102.

Source of last 
method (s) used

Result of Interview 
(Q21)

Method //I = As Recorded 
Method //2 = As Recprded

103-104
105-106

As coded:
1 = Complete interview
2 = No one* at home
3 = Selected respondent not at home
4 = No eligible respondent
5 = Refusal by respondent
6 = Total refusal •
7 = Dwelling not occupied (vacant)
8 = Dwelling not found (destroyed)
9 = Other reasons i 1

107



Item Code
Tape

Location

52. Planning Status of 
Last Pregnancy

53. Current Method
i

/V 54. Weighting Factors

1 = Planned
2 = Mistimed
3 = Unwanted
9 = "“Unknown

See item 46 for 2-column code: 
01-14, 99

Seé attached weighting procedures 
(NOTE: 114 = 0 in all cases; use

3 digit weight)

1 = Gran Asuncion
2 = Interior-Urban
3 = Interior-Rural

CEB x weighting factor

No. Living Children x 
Weighting factor

V
( U t i s l )  W h T ’■ Ui&T *  I. S S I .

C  f a  ■- O m ' T x  UJ(h'r*  2 , s z
c ¡ U o *  DiOfcT. o.

108

109-110

i n - f/3>.
1 ' 7 ^

116-120

121-125


