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February rabies presentations:  Pre-exposure prophylaxis

 Addressed questions raised by the ACIP about PrEP costs
 Summarized clinical guidance presented at previous meetings
 Recapped policy questions, Evidence tables, and Evidence to Recommend 

frameworks 

 ACIP committee requested a fourth risk group be added to the PrEP table so 
that persons with risk for rabies ≤ 3 years would be in their own risk category

 ACIP voted on 2 PrEP policy questions for persons ≥ 18 years of age and 
deferred the vote for persons < 18 years of age to a future ACIP meeting



1For questions about 
the disease 
biogeography of the 
region where an 
exposure occurred, 
please contact your 
local or state health 
department
2Bats are reservoirs 
for rabies in all US 
states except Hawaii
3Terrestrial mammals 
are non-bat species 
(e.g., racoons, skunks, 
livestock)



WG activities since last ACIP meeting

 PrEP
– Discussed questions raised by the ACIP about rabies PrEP and children
– Discussed communication of any updates to the 2008 ACIP 

recommendations
• How, when, and through which channels to communicate to 

stakeholders 
• How to ensure communications are clear and can be smoothly 

implemented by end-users

 Post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP)
– Which additional topics should be discussed by the WG



WG’s goal for today

 PrEP
– Present the data reviewed by the WG about PrEP and children
– Present 2 policy questions voted on during the February meeting for 

adults; propose the questions for children in anticipation of a vote 
during June ACIP meeting

 PEP
– Provide background information about PEP and a general approach to 

PEP



Anticipated timeline

-Finish discussion about 
PrEP and children 
-Begin PEP presentations     

May 2021 June 2021 October 2021

-Votes on PrEP and children
-Present WG interpretation of data about RIG, PEP schedules 
(GRADE and EtR if WG prefers change)
-Clinical guidance, e.g., for PrEP and PEP schedule deviations



Today’s presentations*

 Rabies pre-exposure prohylaxis and children
 Background:  Post-exposure prophylaxis
 Next steps 

*All presentations are provided by Dr. Agam Rao (CDC/NCEZID)



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thank you!
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