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In 1973 the marriage rate declined for the first 
time in 15 years. The rate was 10.9 per 1,000 popu
lation, down 0.9 percent from the 1972 rate of 11.0 
per 1,000 population. Because the population grew 
proportionately’ more than the number of marriages, 
the rate decreased even though marriages increased 
slightly. From 1962 to 1972 the marriage rate in-
creased 29 percent. The number of marriages in-
creased rapidly during the sixties as the large num
bers of children born during the forties reached 
maturity. 

There were 2,284,108 marriages performed in 
1.9730 This was 0.1 percent more than the number 

reported in 1972 and 45 percent more than the num
ber reported in 1962. Provisional data indicate a 
decline in both the number and the rate for 1974. 

The marriage rate for unmarried women aged 
15-44 years also declined in 1973, reaching its 
lowest level of the decade. This rate increased from 
138.4 in 1962 to 141.3 in 1972, with only occasional 
downward fluctuations, then it declined to 137.3 in 
1973. 

The number of marriages was higher in 1973 
than in 1972 in 29 States, lower in 20 States and the 
District of Columbia, and remained the same in one 
State. About half the States with fewer marriages lie 

along the eastern seaboard. In Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Michigan, and Temessee the number of marriages 

increased whiIe the marriage rates declined. 
Marriage rates vary with age, sex, and previous 

marital status. In the marriage-registration area in 
197’3 the highest first marriage rates are those for 
brides and for grooms aged 20-24 years, 177.1 and 
155.6 per 1,000, respectively. The remarriage rates 
are much higher, the highest being 394.0 per 1,000 
previously divorced women under 25 years of age and 

Table 1. MSDIAN AGES OF BRIOEAND GROOMBY PREVIOUS MAFUTAL 
STATUS, 1963-73 

Yew 
Fimt Renrw-

I?.x-rky’ rkqe 
II I 

l~7s 21.9 20.6 52.3 24.1 22.5 56.3 

1972 
1971 

21.7 
21.7 

20.5 
20.5 

Sz.kl 

32.9 
23.5 
~~.7 

22.4 
22.5 

36.5 
36.9 

1570---—---- 21.7 20.6 33.3 23.6 22.s 37.5 

I:sg--.------ 21.6 20. G 33.8 23.5 22.4 3S.2 

Tatml IIFirstFi’+m-
total 

mrriage rtage 

l?Ei9--------- 21.5 20.6 33.8 ~~.fj 22.4 58.3 

1267-------- 21.4 20.5 - 35.0 23. !s 22.6 39.1 

3.3a&------- 21.5 ZO.3 35.2 23.8 22.6 39.2 

1965 21.4 ZO.4 35. s 23.6 22.5 39.6 

19s4— 21.4 20.4 35.6 23.6 22.4 39.7 

1963-------- 21.3 20.s. 35.6 23.7 22.5 39.sm
/ 
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431.3 for previously divorced grooms under 25 years Tab I? 3, MuWM.AGES AND VIRRIAGE RATES UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, 
*of age. DIVISION, AND STATE, 1971-73 

In 1973 the median age at first marriage waa 20.6 
for brides and 22.5 for grooms, almost unchanged over [3J place .f occurrence. Data are count. of marriages perfomed except pa noted. Rates 

a decade. In contrast to the consistent median age at per 1,000 population in each area, estimated as of July L] 

first marriage, tbe median age at remarriage for

both bride snd groom moved steadily downward over Number Rate


the decade. It dropped 3.3 years for brides to 32.3 Region, division, ——

and Nate 

years of age and 3.5 years for grooms m 36.3 years 1973 1972 1971 1973 
of age. The median age of brides was 1.9 years youoger 7= 
than that of grooms at first marriage, 3.7 years 
younger at remarriage after divorce, and 7.2 years United States 2,284,10s 2,2s2,154 2,190,481 10.9 11.0 10.6 

younger 
Notiheast 422,885 4Z5,95: 417,971 6.5 S.6 e.4 
North Central-------------- 581,544 577,42S 559,217 10.1 10.1 9.8 
South---------------------- 823,947 818>405 779,55: 12.5 12.6 12.2 

Table 2. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE R4TE& 7JNITED 
west----------------------- 453,732 460,365 433,74C lZ.5 12.8 12.2 

STATES, 1958-73 Northeast: 
New England 106,42E 107,U.I 104,91.? 8.8 6.8 8.7 

[Data refer only to events occurrins within the United S,teh.. 
Middle Atlantfc 316,45S 318,644 313,03E 8.4 6.5 8.3 

Alaska Included beginning 1959 and Sawail begimlng 1960] Norzh Central: 
Ecmt North Central 412,324 409,206 396,535 10.1 10.0 9.7 
West North Central 169,220 168,22: 162,68z 10.1 10.1 9.8 

Sate per 1,0001— South: 
South AtlluItic 398,544 394,392 377,1.3J lZ.3 12.4 12.1 

Yesr farria.ges 
‘rOta.l 

u-~iea lkmarriea 
Eat South Central-------
Weot South Central-------

167,174 
25s,229 

170,034 
233,959 

16Z,164 
240,27e 

lZ.6 
lZ.7 

12.9 
12.7 

12.5 
12.Z 

women 
n@.a- ‘omen 
tlon 

15 years 13-44 Weat: 

at remarriage after widowhood. 

ma we= years	 Mountain 211,738 209,980 193,416 23.1 23.6 22.6

Pacifit------------------ 243,994 230,385 240,324 8.9 9.Z 8.9


I 
1973------------- Z,284,1OS 10.9 76.0 137.3 

New England:


1972------------- 2,282,134 11.0 77.9 141.3 
Maine—------------------ 11:,925 1-1,739 3..1,193 2.3..6 11.4 11.2


1971------------- 2,190,4al 10.6 76.z 138.9 
New Hampshire------------ 9,557 9,752 9,771 12.1 12.6 12.8


le70-------------
1969-------------
1968------------
1967-------------

Z,145,CO0 
2,069,000 
1,927,000 

10.6 
10.4 
9.7 

80.0 
79.1 
76.4 

149.1 
147.2 
145.2 

msEachsettB 
P&ode Ieland 
Connecticut 

46,640 
7,715 

25,517 

48,189 
7,858 

24,4S5 

47,535 
7,589 

23,825 

8.0 
7.9 
8.3 

8.3 
6.1 
7.9 

8.3 
7.s 
7.7 

1966------------- 1,857,0C0 9.3 75.6 145.1 Middle Atlantic: 
1963------------- 1.SOO.OCQ 9.3 I 75.0 144.3 New~Ol?k----------------- 155,660 161.872 161,864 8.5 8.6 8.8 
1964------------- 1;7Z5;OW 9.0 74.6 146.2 New Jersey--------------- 59,723 38;476 56,531 8.1 8.0 7.7 
1983------------- 1,634,002 6.8 73.4 143.3 Pemwlvaia 101>076 98,496 94,663 8.5 8.3 8.0 
1S62-------------
1961-------------
1960-------------

1,577,0~ 
1,54’6,0CQ 
1,523,000 

8.5 
8.s 
8.5 

71.2 
72.2 
73.5 

138.4 
145.4 
146.0 

East North Central: 
Ohio--------------------- 99,524 96,297 95,s41 9.3 9.0 8.9 

2,15S,S02 10.6 76.5 140.2 
Vemnti 5,072 5,088 5,000 10.9 I.1.1 10.9


19s9------------- 1.494.o@) 0.5 I 73.6 149.8 
1958---------—-- l;451;ooo 8.4 I 72.0 146.3 

Indiana 
Illinois 
Mchigm 

58,4?8 
119,843 
94,486 

61,262 
118,592 
94,447 

5s>076 
115,SZ6 
92,134 

I.1.0 
10.7 
10.4 

11.6 
10.3 
10.5 

Z.l,o 
* 10.3-

10.2 
I 

‘rata are based on pqmlstion enmemtea as or APril 1 
Wfsconsm ---------------- 40,043 38,608 34,ass 8.8 8.5 7.% 

for 1960 and 1970 and estimated .ssof July 1 for all other West North Central: 
yeare. Minnesota ---------------- 32,971 32,Z27 31>196 8.5 a.s 8.0 

Iowa-----------— 27,544 2S.603 25,819 9.5 9.2 9.1 
Missouri 51,990 53;372 51,048 10.9 rJ..2 10.7 
North Dakota------------- 5,.275 5,886 5,648 9.2 9.3 9.0 
South IMata 12,291 12,151 11,363 17.9 17.e 17.0 
Nebraska-----— 13,957 14,106 15,080 9.1 9.Z 10.0 
Ksnsaa------------------- 24,592 Z3,678 Z2,5Z8 10.6 10.5 10.0 

SOUth Atlantic: 
Odmfare 4,298 4.362 4,481 7,5 7.6 s .0 
~land 48,168 49;9Z4 50,824 1.1.8 12.3 12.7 

SYMBOLS Virginia 58,431 55,as3 5z,13a lZ .1 11.7 I.1.l 

Data not available 
west Virginia 
North Carolina-----------

18,199 
46,951 

1S,270 
48,766 

m,9a7 
48,971 

10.1 
0.9 

10.2 
9.3 

9.7 
9.5 

South Carolina----------- 56,876 59,9s3 58,034 20.9 22.3 2Z.1 

Category not applicable . . . Georgia------------------ 70,373 66,756 63,860 14.7 ’14.5 13.7 
Florida------------------ 89>3s7 S2,176 75,10.9 SL.7 I.1.z 10.7 

Qumti~ zero - East South Central: 
Sentuclv 34,379 35,423 35,984 10.3 10.7 Ill .0 
Temessee ---------------- 56,285 56,164 50,307 13.6 13.8 12.6 

QuamirymorethanO butlesst bsnO.05----- 0.0 Alabama------------------ 47,997 49,764 48,276 13.6 14.1 13.s 
MlssiBsippi-------------- 2’6,513 za,703 27,597 lZ.3 12.7 12.4 

Figure does not meet atandardsof West South Central: 

reliability or precision * Arkamas ----------------- Z5,20Z Z5,202 24,065 12.4 12.6 12.4 

District of COlumhi.a 5,661 6,292 6,68s 7.6 8.4 9.0 

Louisiana 39,498 36,981 36,6413 10.5 10.4 10.0 
Oklahom 41,367 40,767 39,333 15.5 15.5 15.1 
Texas-------------------- 132,162 149,009 140,232 12.9 12.6 12.e 

MOunt.in: 
MOntane------------------- 7,731 7,674 7,128 10.8 10.7 10.1 
Idaho--------------—---- 12,236 12,088 IL,356 15.9 16.0 15.5 
Wyoming— 5,506 3.357 4,772 13.6 13.5 14.0 
Colorado----------------- 27,991 27;095 25,839 1.1.5 l_l.5 11..3 
New Mexico 15,17s 114,167 %4,008 3.3.7 13.Z 13.6 
.4riz0nB------------------- 28,180 ’23,52.8 20,S65 3.Z.7 11.9 1.1.3 
Utah--------------------- 14,.81J3 13,933 12,037 12.8 12.4 11.o 
Nevada-----------— 102,078 106,348 297,41J. 186.3 199.5 192.1 

Tbfs repixt presents summary tabulations from the Pacific: 
flnelmsrriage ststfstks for 1973.Moredetailed tsb- washti~on --------------- 41,365 41,61a 40,9s8 lZ .1 12.2 11..9 

uktfons for 1973 wfllbe published in Vital Statistics Oregon------------------- 19,6S,1 19,265 18,100 8.8 8.8 8.4 

of the United States, Volr6meIII-Mari-i8ge atrd Divwce. 
California--------------- 169,320 175,924 168,049 8.2 8.6 8.3 

3,87Z 3,828 3,453 1..2..7 l-l.% I.1.o 
Prior to the publication of tbatvolume, the National S6wail---— 9,776 9,750 9,734 11.8 IJ..9 ls.3 

Center for Heaftb Statfstfce will respond mrequesre 
* for unpublished data whenever possible. ‘Includes marriage lice,nseaissued for mm counties. 

‘Marriage licenses issued. 
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Table 4. MAERIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES 13Y AGE, PREVIOUS MMUTAL STATUS, AND COLOR 03? BBJDE AND OF GROOM 

MARRIAGE-REGISTIWTION AREA: 19’73 
* 

[W place of .xcurrellce. &se5 On OLL@e wta. Rates pcr 1,003 ~pvlation in spec~fie5 croup, estimated as of July 1, 3973. Pi5U’eS for age not .S*E*e~


are distributed]


rmide I Grcan 

Age and pretious lmrite.1 Colorstatus Total 
All-A2ate2 

Wlite other not 
stateia 

Mriber 

I 

ALL MARRIAGES It 
Total 1,846,s01 64.9 1,069,233 3.35,215 622,!723 1,846,501 156,913.I 622,023


14-17 years------------------------------------------- 19’2,577 27.9 128,593 16,740 47,244 32,f149 

18-19 years------------------------------------------- 401,186 150.4 245,831 32,762 122,S86 233,588 

20-24 years------------------------------------------- 672,771 194.1 376,071 53,344 243,356 769,114 

?5-44 years------------------------------------------ 453,701 3.25.2 244,295 42,069 167,337 633,647 

25.23 years----------------------------------------- 230,710 176.2 121,491 2.),832 83,327 369,973 
32-34 years----------------------------------------- 1% +24 12s.s 57,039 9,756 3s,330 144,532 
35-44 years----------------------------------------- 117,867 79.6 &3,766 1.3.,421 4Q,630 130,342 

45-64 yearn------------------------------------------- 103.8S9 22.8 r 63.975 9,2S3 3S,616 142,293 
65 years and oven------------------------------------- 16;4071 1!3;499 1,025 4,834 33,K302“411

Median w.?-------------------------------------------- 21.9 ... 21.6 22.1 22.4 24.3. 23.8 24.2 \ 24.6


FIRST MARRI.M3S 

... I
I 

T,ym&---- 120,9s3 467,272 66.8 737.193 L19,114 461,159 
— -1-1- 4 

32,143 44.4 23,634 2,044 6,46314-17 years------------------------------------------- 167,830 27.2 1.24,894 la,25a 46,709 
la-19 years------------------------------------------- 393,522 144.a 231,655 31,745 lm,lr?l 223,4L15 72.2 147,321 19,027 62,055

2%24 years S73,Q33 177.1 3’)7, 60,733 247,139
Q45 46,3s5 217,6’32 7~6,336 155.6 398,464 -1--
25-44 F8J’S------------------------------------------- 174,3$2 34.a 74,333 22,690 77,23a 330,769 U3a.9 159,821 34,342 136,aos 

23-29 years-------..---------------------— 3.21,615 3-35.7 54,613 3.3,e9a 53,09 233,159 3.53.1 117,969 21,701 95,49B

3%34 yemz ----------------------------------------- 31,1s4 74.5 3.2,053 4,825 14,27S 6.),
?s1 93.0 2S,636 7,422 26,0!93


33-44 years----------------------------------------- 21,S73 41.1 7,633 3,3.67 10,021 35,543 41.4 15,024 5,219 15,3S3

45-64 years------------------------------------------- 11,322 Il.3 4,233 1,795 5,222 19,3.3.1 15.6 7,403 2,s32 a,034

as years and over------------------------------------- 792 1.0 432 no 250 1,703 3.6 749 316 640


1


(* 
I.:edian we-------------------------------------------- 20.6 ..- 20.2 20.9 21.3. 22.5 -.. I 22.1 22. a 23.0 

S33W.RRTA’WI 
I 

Total 497,8$5 4~.6 31i,U?l 31,295 I 133.3 34,721 3S7,846


14-19 y,srz------------------------------—---------- 12,746 .y. ,.% 
:3 1’39 

2-24 yew=----------------------------------.—------ 86,219 %91. 2 4393.~ + 2,236 12,278 
3
25-44 ~,ea?z 275,.53? 7.5!%. 311.3 19,S23 36,073


25-29 years----------------------------------------- 10;,c-l 25s.1 2?9.9 a,121 51,532

~
5&34	 :~ar:----------------------------------------- 73,217 175.6 q,:?. 5,537 26,3I37


~:c’.j-~ 

45.134>Pexrc 97,9Tj 25.7 1,:4.4 9,783 sg,~z~ 

25 ycuro and eve------------------------------------ 1s,447. 2.5 2..a 19;3.34 2,3-IS 9,377 

. .. 3s.7 

Frcvloucly W,4TJOF 73, e59 9.3 50,729 5,776 63,265 :,2.3 3,e56 16,175 

14-24 :TCaTC 2,Ell 
.: 

235 + 
25-44 yeero------------------------------------------- 20,1?? ca~.7 1,969 “%49.9 
45-64 year.%------------------------------------------ 39,s59 16.5 2,93.2 77.3 
65 ycsrz and a,,e>------------------------------------ 11,619 2.2 E59 18.9 

ltedim 51@-------------------------------------------- ~?.~ 

I 
... LS.g ... -1 “3

Prcvious~v Divorce+------------------------------ 342,374 131.Cl 235,717 2’2,966 221.3 26,193 93,310 

~~~---. -.------------------------.--—------ ?5,714 10?.2 244.5 9,270 39,174


Median we--------------— 32.3 ... 31.9 3s.1 36.3 I 
II

37.1 

~ 
14-19 years------------------------------------------ 10,810 + 9,5G2 323 1,626 1,502 78 so 

!7 52,.45> 3,343 14,S64 4CI,6Z?,4.f31. 31,6~5 2,3.22‘ 6,9’372c-24 yearz------------------------------------------ 70,355 4Zd9&. 3


25-44 years----------------------------------------- 215,157 177.7 143,873 3.5,378 5.5, 
45-S4 yearc---------------------------------------- 44,063 46.1 23,539 3,72a 11,736 75,894 117.3 43,126 6,155 19,52cI 
63 year5 and over------------------------------------- 1,9s9 8.3 1,233 19a 569 5,2S9 32.0 3,460 64~ 1,lao 

Medfen a;*------------------------------------------- 33.2 ... 23.7 32.s 31.1 33.9 ... 33.3 35435-1

s03 244,252 :2L 4 165,411 17,19s 61,633


Not stated if widowed or div0rcea7-------------—— 71,603 ... 18,676 2,353 5’),371 72,124 ... 17,031 2,672 52,361


WOT STATEO IP P~oWM1.m~e 27,7ao ... 21,529 2,937 3,324 26,036 ... 19,942 3,076 3,018
-L 1.
‘In 1973 the W consisted of the District of Columbia and a7J.the States in the union except 9; fmizona, Ark@ns9s, Colorado, Revadra,I!eWMeXiCO, Ibrth 

Dakota, Oklahoma, Texas, and Washington. It covered 80 percent of the m-iases res.?,tereiin the United States. S=@iw errors of estimates for the I,CM 
e.ppgarin table .3.


2ase populations exclude permm under 14 yearz of 45e. Rates for all marri~es are base~ 03 the urmarried population; for first Inarriw.ges+cm
the never-

married population; rm.dfor renarriaseo, on the widowed end divorced pq%zlations.


3Fiwes include data for California, Maryland, Marmachusetts, Mic5iE811,Iiew York, Ohio, an’.3parts of Illinois; theze areas dia not require rep~rting or

race or color. 

@ate. are shown for age. 14-24 years. 
-iata exclude rcmarriaqez in Michican, Ohio, and South Carolina. 
%tesareshownf.r%ez 14-44 yearc. 
7Data include all remsrri%es in lllchi~au,Ohio, and South Carolina. 
%%jures are included in all marri~eo.o 
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TECHNICAL NOTES 

Place and Time of Occurrence 

Marriages are those performed during theyear. Mar
riages and marriage rates for States and other areas are 
by place of occurrence. In table 3, however, figures for 
marriages shown for some States are by place and date the 
marriage license was issued. 

Sources of Data 

Figures in tables 2 and3 are based on totals reported 
by States and counties. All other figures in the tables are 
based on data tabulated from probability samples of records 
selected in the National Center for Health Statis~ics from 
copies of the records sent in by States participating in the 
marriage-registration area. For 1971, 1972, and 1973,41 
States andthe District of Columbia participated. 

Marriage Sample 

Records were sampled at different rates deeigned to 
give a sample of at least 2,500 records for each State ex
cept four, where lees than 5,000 marriages were Per-
formed. For these States all records were included in the 
sample. Florida supplied a State-coded tape of its marriage 
records and 100 percent were used by NCHS. One-half of 
all records were included from seven States and the District 
of Columbia, one-fifth from nine States, one-tenth from 13 
States, and one-twentieth from seven States. The total 
sample size was 287,241 marriages. Sampling errors shown 
in the following table are for frequencies which equal a 
specified percent of the MRA in 1973. 

Sampling Errors 

All statistics for the MRA are estimates based on the 
systematic sample of marriages describefl above; therefore, 

U.S.DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,EDUCATION,AND WELFARE

PUBLICHEALTH SERVICE


Health Resources Administr.cion 

5600 Fishers Lane 
RockviUe, Matyland 20852 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Penalty for Frivate Use S300


APPROXH!LATE SAMPLING ERRORS OF ESTIMATED — 
NUMBERS OF MARRIAGES SHOWN IN TABLE 4. 

I I 
Percent of total


Total M6A 
MPA marriages in 

Sampling

marriages in 1973 

subclasS 
error


1,846,500
 m 
---J23_K 
How to use the Sampling Error Table


For any estimate of marriage shown in table 4, determine its

ratio to total MRA marriages. Then look in the appropriate

row on the table for the percentage figures closest to the

estimate to determine the sampling error. For example, there

were 342,374 marriages to wnmen who had besn previously di

vorced or lfJ.
5 percent of all M&l marriages. Since 18.5 per-

cent is between 15 and 20 percent, the sampling error is be-

tween 1,681 and 1,883, or by interpolation, about 1,e22 mar

riages. Chances are about 6B out of 100 that the actual num

ber of m%rriages to divorcees is between 340,552 and 344,196

(342,374 2 1,S22).


these statistics are subject to sampling errors. A samulinz--P.-
error is a measure of variations that occur by chance be-
tween sample estimates and the actual quantity being esti
mated. Chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate 
would differ from the true value by less than the sampling 
error, and about 95 out of 100 that the difference would be 
less than twice the sampling error. 
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