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How COVID-19 Vaccines Get to You
Updated Mar. 17, 2021 Print

Vaccine manufacturers; the federal government; state,
local, and territorial jurisdictions; and other partners are
working to make sure safe and e!ective vaccines areto make sure safe and e!ective vaccines are
getting to you as quickly as possible.getting to you as quickly as possible. This page will
help you understand the key steps in this important
process and how CDC is tracking vaccine distribution,
delivery, and administration throughout the United States.

Because the supply of vaccine is currently limited, CDC is
making recommendations for who should be o!ered
COVID-19 vaccine "rst. Each state then makes its own plan
for who will be vaccinated "rst and how people can get a
vaccine once it is available to them.

How Do I Get a Vaccine?

Search vaccine providers near you

- OR -- OR -

Check your state or territory's health
department

VaccineFinder !

Select State / Territory ›

Vaccine manufacturingVaccine manufacturing

Vaccine manufacturing is complicated, and it can take months to make and package
vaccines. Additionally, vaccines have to go through quality control  testing during
each and every step of their journey to make sure they are both safe and e!ective for
use.

!

COVID-19

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/need-to-know.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/distributing.html#print
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations.html
https://vaccinefinder.org/search/
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/development-approval-process-cber/vaccine-development-101
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html


3/18/21, 11:34 AMHow COVID-19 Vaccines Get to You | CDC

Page 2 of 5https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/distributing.html

Vaccine allocationVaccine allocation

Speci"c amounts of COVID-19 vaccine doses are made available (allocated) to
jurisdictions  based on the number of people 18 years or older in the jurisdiction in
proportion to the entire U.S. population. For the P"zer-BioNTech and Moderna
vaccines, which require receiving two doses to maximize immunity, allocations are split
in two: 1) "rst-dose quantities that have already been released to the U.S. government
and are under federal control at the time of allocation; and 2) additional doses that are
still being manufactured and are not under federal control at the time of allocation.
These doses are allocated but will be released at a future date so that communities
can get second dose supplies.

See the allocations for the P"zer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine by jurisdiction.

See the allocations for the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine by jurisdiction.

See the allocations for Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine by
jurisdiction.

After jurisdictions and other federal and commercial partners are allocated their
supply, they determine where the vaccine goes, such as to:

Health Departments

Hospitals

Retail pharmacies

 includes the 50 states; the District of Columbia; New York City, the U.S. territories of American
Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S
Virgin Islands; and three independent countries in compacts of free association with the United
States (Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands, and Republic of Palau).

*
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●
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Vaccine orderingVaccine ordering

Based on their allocation, jurisdictions and other federal and commercial partners
order vaccines from the federal government using CDC’s vaccine ordering system,
Vaccine Tracking System (VTrckS). Jurisdictions can order all or a portion of their weekly
allocation. Any leftover doses are rolled over to the next week’s allocation.

https://data.cdc.gov/dataset/COVID-19-Vaccine-Initial-Allocations-Pfizer/saz5-9hgg
https://data.cdc.gov/Vaccinations/COVID-19-Vaccine-Distribution-Allocations-by-Juris/b7pe-5nws
https://data.cdc.gov/Vaccinations/COVID-19-Vaccine-Distribution-Allocations-by-Juris/w9zu-fywh
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/retail-pharmacy-program/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vtrcks/index.html
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Vaccine shippingVaccine shipping

After vaccines are made, allocated, and ordered, they are shipped and delivered to
vaccination providers such as health departments, hospitals, and pharmacies.

Vaccine administrationVaccine administration

After delivery, vaccine doses must then be given (administered) to the people who
need them. The vaccine administration process requires strong cooperation and
partnership among all the people working together at the federal, jurisdictional, and
local levels to make sure people have access to and receive all recommended doses of
vaccine. Health departments work with people in their jurisdictions to safely schedule
appointments according to each jurisdiction’s vaccination plan. Health departments
also work with providers and clinics to make sure they are ready to administer
vaccines safely and e#ciently. Retail pharmacies, long-term care facilities, and federal
vaccination provider sites work with their sta! and clients or patients to schedule
vaccination appointments and administer doses.
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CDC is tracking vaccine distribution and administration
CDC is using both new and existing information technology (IT) systems to collect reliable, rapid data about COVID-19
vaccines.

CDC reports COVID-19 vaccine doses delivered and doses administered in the United States publicly through the COVID
Data Tracker: COVID-19 Vaccinations in the United States. CDC also reports data on COVID-19 vaccination in long-term
care facilities. Because reporting data from multiple sources can cause duplicate entries that need to be checked and
removed before CDC reports the data, data shown on CDC’s COVID Data Tracker data may not always match data
reported by local jurisdictions.

CDC, other federal agencies, vaccination providers, state, local, and territorial public health departments, and tribal health
facilities across the country use vaccine distribution and administration data to inform decisions about COVID-19
vaccination. COVID-19 Vaccination Reporting Overview provides an overarching view of the IT systems and how they
integrate to track COVID-19 vaccine distribution and administration.

There are some factors that can cause delays in the vaccine journey and even delay the information submitted to the CDC
COVID Data Tracker. These could include:

Technical issues delaying timely reporting

Vaccines needing to be redistributed within a jurisdiction, which could mean a longer time between initial
distribution and administration

Jurisdictions having multiple data systems at the local and state levels

Providers not reporting vaccine administrations within the required 72-hour period

Much of the di!erence in the number of doses delivered and doses administered is expected. There always has to be
su#cient supply available to clinics, pharmacies, and other vaccination provider sites to e!ectively run their vaccination
programs, including making sure vaccine is available for people when they return for their second dose. CDC continues to
work with jurisdictions and our other partners to ensure that vaccine is administered in the most e#cient and e!ective
way possible.

●

●

●

●

Vaccines will become widely available in the coming months
It takes time to manufacture and distribute large quantities of vaccine. As the supply of vaccines increases, people will be
able to get vaccinated at more locations.

Three vaccines are currently authorized and recommended to prevent COVID-19 in the United States. Other COVID-19
vaccine candidates are in development and will be available after they complete FDA’s review and authorization process.

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations-ltc
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/reporting/overview/IT-systems.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines.html
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"
For Providers and Jurisdictions
COVID-19 Vaccination Planning and Partnerships

Related Links

Key Things to Know about COVID-19 Vaccines

COVID-19 Vaccinations in the United States

CDC’s COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Recommendations

Percent of Delivered First Vaccine Doses Administered by U.S. States and Territories

Last Updated Mar. 17, 2021
Content source: National Center for Immunization and Respiratory

Diseases (NCIRD), Division of Viral Diseases

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/distributing/first-doses.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/dvd.html

