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Addressing COVID-19 Misinformation on 
Social Media Preemptively and 

Responsively  
Appendix 3 

Measures 

COVID-19 Prevention Misperceptions  
Measured on a 5-point scale, from definitely false to definitely true. 

Wave 1: Cronbach’s alpha = 0.85, mean = 2.07, SD = 1.07, n = 1,542 

Wave 2: Cronbach’s alpha = 0.87, mean = 1.85, SD = 1.06, n = 1,110 

1. Taking a hot bath will prevent infection from COVID-19. 

2. If someone is exposed to COVID-19, a hot bath may prevent illness. 

3. Taking a hot bath has no effect on COVID-19 (reversed). 

4. A hot bath kills the COVID-19 virus before it can infect you. 

Body Temperature Misperceptions 

Measured on a 5-point scale, from definitely false to definitely true. 

Wave 1: Pearson’s correlation r = 0.35, p<0.001, mean = 2.94, SD = 1.01, n = 1,542 

Wave 2: Pearson’s correlation r = 0.37, p<0.001, mean = 2.81, SD = 1.08, n = 1,110 

1. Human body temperature is largely unaffected by bath temperature (reversed). 

2. You can raise your body temperature by taking a hot bath. 
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